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Chapter I. 



The public school system of Arkansas has continued to pros- 
per and to grow in importance and in confidenee, notwithstand- 
ing the dei)ressed iinaneial condition of the country. With a 
zeal and a self-sacrificing spirit on the part of parents and citi- 
zens, the school interest has not only been strengthened and sus- 
tained, but it has bceA given wider and more eflfective scope and 
power. It IS a noteworthy fact that while property values have 
materially decreased, taxes for the support of schools have been 
uniformly maintained. I'his is a uiarked evidence that our peo- 
ple are alive and progressive in the cause of education, and that 
though adversity hovers around their hitherto prosperous abodes, 
owing to an unfortunate national financial policy, they are never- 
theless unfailing in their generous sacrifice in behalf of the edu- 
cation of their children. 

It is gratifying to note that there is an increased efficiency 
and power in our teachers, and that by the acquisition of new 
methods, through the instrumentality of our county normals, the 
standards of school work and the system of grading have been 
advanced and improved. 

While this condition of affairs is very encouraging, we must 
not say that we have arrived at a point where we can afford 
to relax our energies or curtail our expenditures. It is a mis- 
take to suppose that our school system is as effective in all its 
bearings, as in those States that were never estopped in their pro- 
gressive features by the calamities of war and the disasters of 
misgovernmiint and of financial depression. They have better 
schoolhouses, more thoroughly provided with apparatus, libra- 
ries and devices and aids for teachers and pupils. The rural 
schools are too generally carried on in inferior buildings, many 
unworthy of the name or the cause for which they stand. 
Parents are usually provident in having comfortable homes for 
their children, but too often appear to be satisfied if the school- 
room has a roof and a floor and insufficient arrangements and 
equipments. A dilapidated schoolroom, mthout necessaiy 
comforts, or anything on the inside to make it attractive, renders 
the pupil equally as indifferent to aspiration, to pride and to per- 
sonal habit and taste. Thought is effected by the surroundings, 
and those who have studied the workings of the objective on the 
development of the child-mind, have readily marked the good 
and inspiring effects of handsome school buildings, neatly fur- 
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nished with desks, apparatus, pictures and Kbraries. All these 
could be provided at a reasonable cost, and the value would be 
reaped in a higher ambition and improved mental activity on the 
part of teachers and pupils. 

We must urge on our people to give more earnest attention 
to the improvement of schoolrooms and school grounds. Espe- 
cially is this important in the country districts. It is wisdom to 
build houses first, strongly, comfortably and with a view 
to inside equipments. Too often is it the case that the house is 
in absolute need of repair, while money is expended on apparatus 
and educational devices which cannot be protected on account of 
inferior roofs, insecure windows and doors. Directors should 
l3uild houses first, strongly, comfortably and with a view to 
hygienic effect, then turn attention to the necessary equipments. 
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Chapter 11. 

SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE. 

It is necessary to report that the duties of this office are 
more onerous and exacting than can be properly attended to by 
the present force. The increasing population, the unceasing 
multiplication of school districts, the array of directors needing 
instruction as much as children, the new work imposed by each 
succeeding legislature, with a correspondence unlimited, render 
it impossible, with the allotted clerical force, to conduct the 
official work vnih. satisfactory promptness and exactness. The 
growing importance of the schools, the enlarging scope and in- 
crease in the demands of an ever-widening and expanding system 
are ever imposing new duties and requiring fuller and more 
specific attention. 

In 1884 the school population was 323,943, and the num- 
ber of teachers 2,899, and the number of districts 3,337, and 
directors 10,080. In 1894 the enrolled school population was 
436,33.5 and the number of teachers 6,286, number of districts 
4,651, and number of directors 14,000. 

The force in official work is the same to-day as it was fifteen 
years ago, while tlje labors imposed have increased 200 per cent. 
The salary of the Superintendent is the same, while his one 
asisiirtajit, who does as much work and as important work, as any 
chief clerk in any one of the other departments, gets from 35 
to 40 per cent less salary. This is an unjust discrimination. 

For the two years past so great has been the labor devolving 
on the office that the entire contingent fund has been necessarily 
used in employing additional clerical force. This expenditure 
has deprived the office of improvements and comforts and equip- 
ments which were demanded and almost indispensable. It is 
fur1.hermore to be suggested that the duties of the Sn])enn- 
tendent were not intended to be merelv clerical, as is now abso- 
lutely the case. A larger and more important sphere of useful- 
ness is presented, in visiting the public schools throughout the 
State and in looking after the efficiency of the system in its prac- 
tical bearings and workings. 

Ambitious teachers need to be encouraged and inspired, 
while the indifferent and inefficient are to be improved or set 
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aside. Directors need to be informed and lectured in regard to 
their duties arid responsibilities, while the people are to be 
aroused to a full and active appreciation of the truth that "intel- 
ligence and virtue are the safeguards of liberty and the bulwarks 
of our free institutions," and that the future prosperity and 
happiness of their childj-en and of their State and country, depend 
wpon the full and complete efficiency of our public schools. This 
field work, so to speak, of the Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion is an enlivening force in the efficient workings of the system 
and so important has it become in other States that little clerical 
work is imposed on this officer. 

There is another great advantage that is now denied him, 
and that is ample opportunity for studying the educational sys- 
tems of other States and of examining closely their methods and 
improvements, in order to keep our State in alignment with the 
vanguard of progreps. 'New and improved factors in the work, 
such as schoolbooks, school Kterature and methodical equip- 
ments and scientific de\'ice8 should receive ample and careful at- 
tention, in order that the Superintendent may give the benefit 
of his observation and studv to our own directors, teachers and 
schools. 

In every county in this State there is an increasing call for 
visits from this officer, and yet so great is the demand for his 
clerical services that he cannot find time to respond to more thnn 
25 per cent of the calls, and this apparent, though unavoidable 
neglect in Adsiting the schools, gives rise to complaint and dissatis- 
faction among the people. ^ 

I respectfully submit that this office is entitled to the same 
remuneration and the same provision of clerical force as are the 
other depaiiimcnts of the public service. There is no just reason 
why this office should be rated by the lawmakers as beneath the 
^rade in dignity and importance of every other statistical office 
in the statehouse. These are plain truths, but they are neces- 
sary to be set forth and there is no reason in sparing a chronic 
case where severity would be a virtue, or amputation a blessing. 
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Chapter III., 

SCHOOL DIRECTORS. 

As it appears reasonably certain that the educational system 
of this State will continue to be unwisely encumbered by the 
school district system for an indefinite number of years, it is 
right and proper to call the attention of our lawmakers to the 
fact that legislation is necessary to enable the people to secure 
as school directors men of tlie best ability and those who not only 
will study the law in regard to theii* duties, but who will dis- 
charge those duties as they ought to be discharged. It is not 
inifrequently the case that citizens seek these places from selfish 
if not from patriotic motives. It is a fact that the man who is 
elected director because he desires to prepare a place for some 
favorite, or because he wishes to escape from working on roads 
and highways, has achieved the object of his ambition, and his 
f ntiu*e exertions in school matters are devoid of spirit and enter- 
prise. These are not the kind of men to be builders and pro- 
tectors of schools and promoters of the cause of education. They 
know it and feel it to be true, and yet they drag on with luke- 
warm inefficiency throughout their terms, not only indifferent 
to official meetings, but absolutely neglectful of their duties. 

The neglect and incompetency of directors is a matter of 
record year by year. Fifty per cent of the reports of the county 
examiners show that they, the examiners, have been delayed in 
making their official returns because of the failure of some 
directoi*s to have their reports ready at the legal date, or from the 
fact that thev have been returned to the directors to be corrected 
or improved. There are likewise notable instances where 
directors failed altogether in making their reports, thus depriv- 
ing the children in their district of their pro rata of the annual 
apportionment fund and the State of that full showing of edu- 
cational advancement to which she is entitled. 

While the statutes place a penalty against directors for such 
failures, we have yet to henr of an instance wherein the fine has 
been judicially imposed. This is due to the indifference of the 
voters in not filing complaint. 

The law should be so amended that the proper officer would 
be authorized to adjudge the fine and issue execution immedi- 
ately on the report to him by the county examiner or State 
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Superintendent that the district electors had failed to discharge 
the specific duties authorized by the statutes. Where the elector 
feels so little interest in securing school privileges for his chil- 
dren as that he will not require the enforcement of the law, then 
the law should assume the position of guardian for the schools 
in 'such particular instances and thereby maintain, its sanctions. 
The delinquent director delays the system of reports in the hands 
of the county examiner and thereby delays the State Superin- 
tendent in making out his biennial report. 

These same director are scrupulously exacting on the 
teacher they employ, that he should be infallible in promptness, 
even going so far in some cases as discounting the salary for two 
or three days' loss of time froin sickness or necessity, and yet they 
delay their duties under the law for twenty, thirty and forty 
da vs. 

We must have these defects remedied and if we cannot 
establish the only true system, the towTiship sj'stem, then the 
penalty must follow immediately on the delinquency or neglect 
of the director and that without other legal proceeding than the 
report of county examiners or Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion to the county judge. 

What the educational system needs more than anything else 
is an intelligent, competent, efficient, zealous board of directors 
in every district. Grant that we secure such workers, then the 
teachers and the schoolhouses will all advance in power and ex- 
pression. 

The fact is practically evident that the law as expressed in 
sections 7039 and 7068 in Sandels & Hill's Digest has not been 
enforced against the directors, for whom it was intended, or the 
public service would not now be encumbered and obstructed by 
so many incapable and inefficient members of school boards. 

However, it may be suggested that there are some instances 
wherein the neglect of duty on the part of school directors is due 
to earelessness and lack of zealous attention to the matter on the 
part of county e^caminers. This will receive attention under the 
proper head. 
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Chapter IV. 

COUNTY EXAMINERS. 

There is undoubtedly a demand for the abolition of this of- 
» fioo and the creation of the office of county superintendent. The 
teachers are the only parties, perhaps, capable of forming a cor- 
rect judgment on such a proposition because of their experience 
and professional observation. It seems to be implanted in the 
minds of each succeeding legislature that the office of county ex- 
aminer is the coiTect method of securing the most effective 
educational progress in the county. Experience has proven that 
such conclusions are incorrect and that a man cannot fill the 
office of lawyer, doctor, clergyman, or even teacher, and that of 
county examiner and make himself an efficient agent for pro- 
gressive educational work in his county. For example, a citizen 
with private business of great importance to himself will find II 
inconvenient, if not altogether too burdensome, to carry out the 
duties in sections 7019 and 7020. Ilis personal engageinout^ too 
often conflict with his official duties and he finds it difficult to 
balance the antagonism between selfishness and patriotism. 
School business requires as much specific and earnest attention 
as any other professional or commercial enterprise, and to be at 
the head of county educational work, and to give it the effective 
care and supervision it deserves, requires a larger amount of per- 
sonal attention than can be given the subject by one whose 
thought and sentiment are absorbed in personal business. 

Arkansas is in need of county supervision, and the sooner 
this office is created and made a salaried one the better for the 
school interests of each county and consequently for the State at 
large. ' Assuming that the present legislature will follow the 
footsteps of its predecessors, it is tlierefore necessary to suggest 
that some changes or modifications might be made in reference to 
the office of county examiner. First of all, I would recommend 
that the office be made an elective one, so as to remove it from 
the influences of political partisanry or prejudice. Those who 
desire to become candidates for the office may do so by standing 
the usual examination before the Superintendent of Public In- 
struction, as required now for county examiners, and in qualify- 
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ing as first grade teachers and by conforming to the rules and 
regulations of the State election laws. 

This system has succeeded well in the State of Kentucky, 
and it is believed it will give more satisfaction than the present 
method of appointment by county and probate judges. It is 
generally the ease that a county judge is not prepared, or does 
not prepare himself to know whether or not a county examiner i» 
doing his duty or whether he is proving his competency, hence, 
from this or other reasons, there are seldom any removals as pro- 
vided in section 7023. If the appointing power is too lenient in 
the matter of revocation there should be some change made in 
the method of securing examiners. It may be suggested that 
the county judge is not informed, as he should be, by the electors 
or teachers in regard to the ineflBciency or neglect of duty on the 
part of the examiner, therefore occasion does not present itself 
for the exercise of his authoritv in revocation of license, 
I answer that the appointing power should see to it that the 
creature of his authority is fulfilling clearly and faithfully the 
duties incumbent on him. Again, it has been suggested in 
sufficient incidents to'demand attention, that these appointments 
are sometimes made from partisan standpoints and men placed 
in the office, who while intellectually capable, yet from political 
prejudice are unable to be fair and impartial in their adminis- 
tration. 

Such cases present positive obstruction to school interests, 
and engender feelings of dissatisfaction and bitterness in the 
county. A partisan county examiner is as much a hindrance 
to educational progress as an ignorant one. He should be elimi- 
nated from the public school system as an obstructor and a stum- 
bling block. 

There are notable instances in the State where men have re- 
ceived these appointments from party reasons, and where ap- 
pointees were so imbued with partisan prejudice as to be incap- 
able of dealing justly with the teachers. 

In conclnsion, I urge upon the leg-islature to change this 
systcjn of appointment by county judges. 
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Chapter V. 

THE COUNTRY SCHOOL. 

A prolific expenditure of words has been used in regard to 
the improvement of our common schools. Teachers and profes- 
sors, college presidents and city superintendents have exhausted 
discussion, and still the rural schools are existing in their own 
peculiar and casual way, unconscious that these far-away theo- 
retical experts have "volleyed and thundered." The fact re- 
mains specifically apparent that those who have had experimental 
life in these schools and at the same time have studied the envi- 
j-onments of the situation, sudi as the condition of the taxpayer, 
the economies of the home life of the patrons, the peculiarities of 
the semi-educated directors, the enfeebled sentiment of the legis- 
lators, and who have at the same time studied the methods 
and caught the spirit of progress in other States, these, and these 
alone, are best able to tell the facts necessary for the improve- 
ment needed. Invariably have the same suggestions been 
made by these faithful workers in the country schools. To 
note them, the following would be in the order of importance: 

First, a stirring spirit of educational interest and sentiment 
in the community. There must be an awakening of public 
sentiment in behalf of the school children and the schoolhouses. 
Without a thoroughly aroused sentiment, no progress or success 
ceil be expected or secured in any movement for the betterment 
of mankind. Men may have and express opinions in regard to the 
need of improved school facilities and methods, but this is simply 
an intellectual judgment without the enthusiasm of emotion or 
action. An opinion is not a factor in the problem of progress. 
It may judge of the probability of success, or of the details indi- 
cated to secure results, but it never arises to the maiesty of action. 
^•'Opinion is when the assent of the understanding is so far 
gained by the evidence of probability that it rather inclines to 
one persuasion than another, yet not without a mixture of uncer- 
tainty or doubting.." On the other hand, sentiment is "thought 
prompted by passion or feeling, disposition prompting to action 
or expression; it also denotes principles in regard to subjects 
which interest the feedings strongly, and are presented more or 
less constantly in practical life." It follows, then, that while 
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every man in a district may have and express opinions favorable 
to progressive schools, yet this intellectual state may never 
prompt to action, the cognate idea with sentiment. Then the first 
requisite for the improvement of the rural schools is to arouse in 
the districts popular sentiment in its favor. Much missionary 
work is needed in tliis behalf. 

The offices of county examiner and State Superintendent 
have this responsibility resting largely upon them as indicated 
by the statutes; but it is impracticable for them to fulfill this ex- 
pectation owing to the private business of the former, and the 
superincumbent mass of actual office or clerical work imposed 
on the latter. Unless these objections are removed by giving 
the State specific county supervision and more clerical force in 
the office of State Superintendent, so that these two officers may 
be enabled to do this work among the people, the subject, so far 
as Arkansas is concerned, will still struggle on in the vanity of 
hope and the sterility of expectancy. 

In the second place, where the chosen agents of the school 
interests cannot reach the situation, then a teacher, thoroughly 
qualified in power and gifted with enthusiasm, is the indispen^ 
sable agency for the wished-f or improvement. Such a teacher, 
first-class in all respects, as he should be, cannot be secured at 
second or third-class rates. The degree of actual efficiency is 
generally measured by the amount of wages and every profes- 
sion is sensitive to the subtle influence of this essential force. A 
teacher, thoroughly equipped for his work and gifted with indi- 
viduality, especially if he is well paid, will infuse new life and 
energy into negligent directors and indifferent patrons. The 
pupils will catch the spirit of enterprise and the spirit of lethargy 
give place to that of activity. Pride will be aroused in pupils 
and in patrons, and soon the old dingy, weather-worn school- 
room will be replaced by one in consonance with the brightness 
of mind and cheerfulness of heart of the master and his pupils. 

In the thii*d place, there must be more attentive legislation 
in behalf of teachers and pupils. In the efforts and desires of 
our people to train their sons and daughters to be competent and 
efficient teachers, they must be aided by friendly legislation. A 
pupil cannot improve under a weak teacher and yet the district 
may not feel able to employ any other kind. The weak teacher 
can be made a strong one by giving him those advantages which 
he is unable to seek abroad. This the State has done during the 
past two years by establishing a system of county normals, last- 
ing for one month each, at which, under able instructors, the 
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ihiral teacher might gain instruction in new and improved 
methods of teaching. This has cost the State about $1.75 per 
teacher, though the benefits to the schools have been inestimable 
and apparently now indispensable. In this, Arkansas is in the 
lead of each of the Southern and Western States. She has done 
more by her system of county normals to elevate the standard 
of teaching and to arouse an active sentiment in favor of im- 
proving our common schools than any other of her sister States. 
It is true that other States have permanent State normals for 
the benefit of those who are fimancially able to attend, but the 
large majority of the country teachers have not the means to 
take a course at these institutions, and thus those who are most 
in need derive least benefit. Under our system, instruction and 
opportunities for self -improvement are brought within the reach 
of every teacher, great or small, and a large majority of them have 
taken advantage of the occasion and carried new life and stronger 
power into their communities and schoolrooms. At the same 
time, the electors hav^ had occasion to see and to know the 
meaning and the necessity for these aids to the teacher and 
they have generally approved the system. Should the 
legislature continue the work, begun as an experiment and 
ending as a success, in two years more the common schools 
of Arkansas will be the foremost in the land in systematic 
method and actual progress. 
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Chapter VI. 

COURSE OF STUDY. 

I submit that the course of study for commoii schools should 
be improved, and that without further delay. There is a grow- 
ing demand in the rural districts for an advance along this line. 
The legislature might make the course more thorough by the 
adoption of new studies and leaving the course of instruction to 
be used in each school to the directors' discretion. In many 
schools it would not be necessary to teach the full list, but it 
should be so provided that those schools that so desu-ed could take 
the full com'se of study. 

I would recommend the repeal of section 7015 of Sandels 
& Hill's Digest, and the amendment of section 7010, so as to in- 
clude in the place of Land Surveys, Civil Government, Physics 
and the "Effects of Alcohol and x^arcotics on the Human Sys- 
tem." "Proficiency in the methods of designating and reading 
the survey of lands in this State," or in any other State, is not 
within the spirit and scope of the proper conception of the objects 
*of public school education. 

A change as above indicated would make our course of 
study more systematic and thorough, and better in accord with 
the standards in the more progressive States. We must have 
that course of instruction which is not only as thorough as that 
adopted in other States, but which will give the most efficient 
intellectual power, capable of maintaining itself successfully in 
all cases of competition for the prizes and attainments of life. 

. Our children are being brought face to face with new and 
stronger rivalries year by year, and that course of school work 
that is inadequate to preparq them for the issue is a "delusion 
and a snare." It ought to be improved, strengthened and en- 
forced, where there is a popular demand for this advance. There 
is a growing call in many districts in this State for a wider scope 
of study, especially along the lines suggested, and the law should 
be so amended that where the directors deemed it necessary and 
the people wanted it, they would be at liberty to require the 
teaching of such additional studies as may be ordered by act of 
the legislature. As the law now stands, when the present com- 
mon school course is completed, this ends, the chapter for the 
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aspiring pupils who wish for higher plains of intellectual devel- 
opment, but who have not the' means to go out of the district to 
special schools. Such improvements, loo, would better prepare 
those who wish, for entry into the schools of our State University. 
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Chapter VIL 

COUNTY NOKMALS. 

At the session of the General Assembly in 1895, a law was 
enacted establishing a normal school in each county of the State, 
to continue for one month, under the supervision of a qualified 
instructor. The sum of $10,000 per annum for two years, was 
set aside out of the "general funds not otherwise appropriated" 
in order to pay for this work. The object of this law was to im- 
prove the teachers in the State, and especially, those in the rural 
districts. The city schools are enabled to enjoy advantages 
and to command teaching talent that are denied their less 
favored friends in the country. It was a generally accepted 
truth that the rural schools needed improvement and that the 
first step towards that end was to improve the teachers. It was 
also a well-known fact that the majority of these schools 
could not afford to pay higher wages for teachers than they were 
ah-eady paying, hence the more efficient teachers could not be 
employed. It was evident that the teaching force already en- 
gaged was anxious for that self -improvement so necessary for ac- 
complishing the best results for the pupils. The teachers were 
7»ecuiiiarily unable to go abroad and attend normal schools at 
their own expense in order to acquire that degree of efficiency 
recognized as essential and of paramount importance in other 
States. The legislature therefore wisely concluded to bring these 
opportunities for personal and professional culture within the 
reach of each and every teacher in the State. This plan has 
succeeded, and the extent of this success may be known suf- 
ficiently from the subjoined reports of county examiners " and 
normal instinictors. The objection raised to the normal system 
fls established, is that it is class legislation and that it is equally 
incumbent, if at all, that the State should educate other profes- 
sions as well as teachers. There is no substance in such a propo- 
sition, when we pause to consider that the State assumes the 
constitutional rie;lit to educate her citizens and she provides 
means therefor by taxation and otherwise. It is then the duty 
of the State to provide the best and most improved agencies bv 
which the best and most satisfactory results may be secured. In 
addition to this fact, our schools were bein^ sought after and se- 
cured by the able and accomplished teachers sent forth from 
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the well-equipped normals in other States, and it was apparent 
that unless our own material was placed upon a higher plane of 
efficiency, the schools throughout the State would soon be in 
charge of those who, though thoroughly competent, were not 
homogeneous in sentiment and thought and at heart with the 
mass of our people. While our doors have always stood open for 
capable and worthy teachers from any sister State, and while 
they still stand open for all such applicants, at the same time, we 
wish to have that State pride in our own people to be able to 
place in competition with the accomplished contestants for these 
prizes, our own well educated sons and daughters. 

N^o State has presented to its great body of teachers or to its 
schools such opportunities for self-improvement in the latest and 
most approved methods of teaching. The result has been that 
the teachers embraced this opportunity Avith enthusiastic prompt- 
ness and zeal, and the statistics furnished bv the instructors show 
that seven-eighths of the teaching force attended the normals, 
and in each instance passed resolutions thanking the State for 
its beneficence, and asking a continuation of the system for two 
years longer. 

Owing to the shortness of the time after the adjournment 
of the legislature, April 10, 1895, and the time set for openins; 
the normals, the proper statistical blanks could not be prepared 
for the year 1895, in order to set forth the accuracy and the 
details of the work. However, the blanks prepared for the 
work in 1896 contained the follo^ving items to be reported on 
the normal work in each county: 

Number of days taught. 

Number of males enrolled. 

Number of females enrolled. 

Total enrollment. 

Total number of days all attended. 
. Averaffo dailv attendance. 

For males. > ' 

For females. 

Average daily attendance is what per cent of enrollment? 

Total of all the ages. 

Average ago. 

Total experience in months. 

Average experience. 

Number educated in Arkansas. 

Number natives of Arkansas. 

Number collos^e graduates. 

Number holding State certificates. 
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Number holding first grade certificates. 

Number holding second grade certificates. 

Number holding third gxade certificates. 

Total number holding certificates. ^ 

Nmnber not holding certificates. 

Number that have not taught. 

Number of licensed teachers in the county. 

White. 

Colored. 

Percentage of licensed teachers enrolled. 

Average standing in normal. 

A copy of this record is on file with each county examiner, 
and a copy in the oflice of the State Superintendent. These 
records show, at a glance, the teaching force in the public school 
system of the State and the scholastic power of each teacher, in 
addition to the cei*tificate issued by county examiners at the regu- 
lar quarterly examinations. 

This record of the classification and standing of teachers is 
of inestimable value to countv iBxaminers, school directors and 
State Superin ton dent. It is a complete system of registry and 
it is at all times subject to the examination and inspection of each 
and everv citizen. 

In concluding this chapter it is important to dwell upon the 
necessity of improving incessantly the standards of teaching. 
Our State cannot afford to stop the progressive movement in this 
behalf. We insist upon it that our children must have the same 
advantages in school work as those of other States, where it is 
possible and practicable under our financial economies. If other 
States are making large expenditures yearly in this behalf, and 
improving the scholastic character of their teachers, we must not 
be behind them, else they will soon begin to supply our school- 
rooms with the product of their systems. We must bear in mind 
also that the progress and development of our common schools 
depends more absolutely upon the individual power of the 
teacher than on any one else. He is most frequently the soul of 
the whole situation. He must have the ability of a scholar, the 
^visdom of the school board, the astuteness of the district attor- 
ney, the acumen of the county judge and the militant spirit of 
the Apostles. The Superintendent of Public Instruction of the 
State of Tennessee has the following thoughts in regard to the 
necessity for normal training and the obligation resting on the 
State for estabhshing schools of this nature: 

In any system of education at the expense of the State, the 
most important factor is the character of the teaching force. On 
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the personal, individual work of the teacher and on his ability, 
rests the success of the common schools. He builds up by Ms 
earnest, well-trained efforts, or he pulls down and destroys by in- 
competency 6r lack of training or experience. Upon him, as 
upon no other agency, hinges the welfare of the school. He does 
not have at his command the surroundings and appliances which 
so strengthen the work of the teachers in the higher institutions 
of learning, but he is the soul of the surroundings and appliances. 
It is then a necessity not to be lightly considered that he be 
thoroughly and honestly prepared for his work. He must needs 
have professional trajning, and just as the public schools are not 
to be dispensed with, so are professional teachers to be put in 
charge of them. The State is under as much obligation to pro- 
vide a way for the professional training of the men and women 
who undertake the work of public education as it is under obliga- 
tion to pro^^de a fund from which their salaries are to be paid." 

It has furthermore been said by the International Congress 
of Education "that all enligthened nations recognize it as the 
duty of the State to establish and control public schools in which 
the youths of the country shall receive the instruction and train- 
ing necessary to make them good citizens. To make them good 
citizens we must have good schools. In order to have good 
schools we must have good teachers; they must be trained for 
their important work, and experience has abundantly shown that 
unless the State undertakes this training it will be inadequately 
done by others, if done at all. We do not mean to say that there 
have not been good teachers who have never gone through a 
training school, but training they must have had before they be- 
came good teachers, and if they did not get it at a training school 
they must have obtained it at the sacrifice of their pupils. Hence 
it follows that the State must provide training institutions, both 
as to the kind and quality, suita})le for the training of all its 
teachers, in order that no untrained teacher shall be permitted 
to take charge of any public school." 

The superintendent of city schools in Baltimore has said: 
"The normal schools have done a great deal of good in forward- 
ing and helping on the work of public education in America, and 
our advancement in civilization and happiness depends in a great 
degree upon the ever-increasing efficiency of the public schools. 
Yet there is opportimity and necessity for doing still more in this 
behalf. Furthermore, anyone who will examine the course of 
study for pupils rangiug from about 6 to 14 pursued in 
some of the best European schools will find that the pupils in 
those schools, in the same time, accomplish a very much greater 
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amount of work than those in the American schools. This will 
strike any one as a matter for serious consideration. It will be 
found, however, that our teachers are not trained either in aca- 
demic branches or professionally, so well as the European teach- 
ers, and consequently they are unable to do the sam« amount of 
work in the same time." 

If this is true of the schools north of the Potomac and Ohio 
rivers, of which Mr. Wise was apparently speaking, how much 
more is it a matter of fact in the Southern and Southwestern 
States? So this report might be filled with indorsements of the 
normal system from every high educational authority in the 
United States and in Europe, but it is unnecessary to give this 
cumulative testimony. We simply refer to a table submitted 
herewith, showing the amounts expended for normals by many 
of the leading States of the Union. Furthermore, I ask a care- 
ful reading of the reports of the various instructors filed here- 
with. 

I feel authorized in saying that the money appropriated for 
the normals for the two years past has done more good for the 
public schools of Arkansas than all other movements of like 
nature that have been set on foot. Nor can we afford to stop 
where we are. The two years were experimental years, but the 
results show such gratifying success that I feel it my duty to urge 
on the legislature a continuation of the appropriation for two 
years more. At the end of that time the State will be able and 
the necessity apparent, for the establishment of one or two perma- 
nent normals with a full and complete equipment for giving in- 
struction in secondary and pedagogical instruction. The proper 
professional spirit will then prevail and our public schools all be 
advanced to a harmonious graded system, from country school 
to high school, and from high school to the Arkansas Industrial 
University. 

There is submitted herewith, narrative as well as statistical 
reports from each county in the State, showing the facts in re- 
f^ard to the conduct and success of the system. Aided by the 
.Peabody fund, the State had seventy-five white normals and fif- 
teen negro normals in the year 1895, each lasting one month 
with the exception of the Peabody normal for whites at Prescott. 
This had a session of three months with W. C. Parham as prin- 
cipal, Misses jifonie Brewer and Stella Gibson as assistants. In 
1896 the State had seventy-six normals for whites and twenty- 
seven for negroes. In this work we were aided by the Peabody 
f imd, through the generous attention of its general agent, Hon. 
J. L. M. Curry. 



24 REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT 

The statis^cs as reported by conductors of normals and 
county examiners show that in tlie year 1895, out of an enrolled 
teaeliing force of 6,286, white and colored, 5,600 were enrolled 
in the county normal schools. 

In the year 1896, out of an enrollment of 6,673 teachers, 
white and colored, 5,799 were enrolled in the coimty normals. 
Of this latter number 4,225 were white teachers and 1,554 were 
colored. The advantages given to the school children of the 
State, by having the teachers improved in methods and in sys- 
tematic training for two months, one month in 1895 and one 
month in 1896, are beyond calculation. 

A new impulse has been given to the cause of education and 
professional work and study systematized. The larger amoimt of 
this expenditure of $10,000 per annum has been for the benefit 
of the country schools and the amount expended in each county 
has been greater than the pro rata per cent of taxes that may have 
been paid by the citizens into the State general fund used for 
this purpose. 
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Chapter VIII. 



(Exhibit '*A.") , 

Course of Instruction Used in County Normals. 



FIRST WEEK. 

GKAMMA.R — ^Language Exercises. — Copying words and 
sentences; development of sentences by conversational exercises; 
filling in blanks in sentences; using words in sentences; T\T^ting 
short original sentences; reproducing stories; stories from pic- 
tures shown; short original compositions; letter wiiting. Direc- 
tions: Teach correct use of capitals; teach correct use of period, 
interrogation point, exclamation point, and to a cei^tain extent, 
comma and apostrophe; special attention being given to spelling, 
neatness, and use of correct English ; this point should be empha- 
sized in all recitations when opportunity presents. 

HISTORY — Aboriginal. — Changes in form of continent; 
extinct animals; mound builders; the Indians; period of dis- 
covery and exploration; effect in Europe; relative locality of ex- 
ploration; period of colonization;. under this head develop topics 
below as far as same may apply: The colonies (government, 
proA-incial) — iJfew Hampshire, ISTew York, iJ^ew JTersey, Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina. Proprietary — ^Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland. Charters — ^IVIassaehusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, origin of name. Settled — When, where, by whom, 
why, character of settlers, prominent persons. Troubles — Civil 
Indian, political. Pursuits — Agricultural, mechanical, com- 
mercial, other; growth of colony, education, religion, slavery, 
incidents. • 

GEOGRAPHY — Land features, names associated, as hill, 
valley, etc. ; water features, names associated, as brooks, lakes, 
etc.; direction, cardinal points; distances, foot, yard, mile; use 
of globe; map of schoolroom, school grounds; map of County. 
Study of County under foUov/ing — Boundary, surface, drainage, 
-soil; climate, as to temperature, moisture, salubrity, latitude, 
elevation, covering of soil. Productions, natural, artificial; 
towns, railroads, education, government, places of interest. 
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READING — Methods: Alphabetic, word building, word 
method, phonic, combined; careful study of combined method. 
First steps: Test pupil's vocabulary, use of familiar words, pro- 
nounce at sight, natural tones, distinct articulation, use of slate, 
blackboard and chart, concert reading, bringing out thought, 
reproduction of thouglit in pupil's language, reading poetry, as- 
signing lesson, preparation. Faults to be corrected: Unnatural 
tonas, indistinct articulation, overdistinct articulation, reading 
too fast, reading too slowly, reading too loud, reading too low, 
drawling, repetition, etc. Intermediate reading: Attention still 
directed to faults noted in P W., silent reading; preparation 
should enable pupil to gain Avriter's thought, to give writer's 
thought; preparation of lesson should include pronunciation of 
all words, spelling, meaning of all words, understanding of all 
figures, study of all references, historical, etc., occasional study 
of author. Supplementary reading: Value of same. Sug- 
gestive works: «Tohonnot's Natural Readers. 

AllITHMETIC — Primary work: Teaching numbers to 
10; counting by I's, 2's, 3's to 60 and back; use of objects to 
illustrate; writing numbers to 1,000; Roman notation; use of 
signs K^otation and numeration to 1,000,000,000; principles of 
addition, substraction, multiplication, di^dsion. Practical ex- 
amples including: Only one principle; two principles, three 
principles; four princij)les. Teach: To read examples correctly 
and intelligently; to decide what elements are given; to decide 
what element is required ; to decide as to process; to make a 
systematic statement with signs. 

ALGEBRA — General definitions: Addition, subtraction, 
transportation; multiplication, division; careful explanation of 
signs; principles of multiplication; to find the square of the sum 
of two quantities ; to find the square of the difference of two 
quantities; to find the y)roduct of sum and difference of two 
quantities; to find the product of two quantities having a com- 
mon term. Factoring: Monomials; pol}Tiomials whose terms 
have a common factor; polynomials whose terms may be so ar- 
ranojed that the resulting polynomials have a factor common 
to all the terms; trinomials which are perfect squares; binomials 
which are the difference of two squares; polynomials which are 
the difference of two squares; trinomials which are the product 
of two numbers having a common term; trinomials which would 
be perfect squares if a square were added to the middle term. 

PHY STOI.OG Y — Skeleton — Bones : Classes, structure, 
uses. »Toints: Classes, structure, cartilages, ligaments, synovial 
sacs, synovial fluid. Divisions: Skull, number of bones; trunk. 
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number of bones; extremities, number of bones. Nutrition: 
lilood vessels, nerves, lymphatics. Muscles: Number, position, 
surface, deep. Attached: By muscle, by tendon. Structure: 
Fibres, involuntary; fibres and fibrillae, involuntary. Classes: 
Flexor, extensor, rotator, sphinx, etc. Properties. Hygiene: 
Nutrition, exercise, rest. The Skin — Structure: Cuticle, cutis. 
Glands: Sweat, sebaceous. Modifications: Hair, nails. Per- 
spiration: Sensible and invisible, importance. Care of: Bathing, 
cosmetics, clothing. 

SPELLING — Diacritical marks; daily drill on word lists 
to be spelled; sliow how to use charts land globes; the complete 
school chart; McGuffey's eleiuentary charts of reading and writ- 
ing; Miesse's teachers' noimal charts. Continue this work each 
Aveek. 

PSYCHOLOGY—The Perceptive Powers: Divisions; 
Fense perception; self -perception ; necessary perception. Laws 
governing their growth; culture of perceptive powers. 

SCHOOL MANAGEMENT— Organization; classification 
and em'ollment; programme; assigning lessons; conducting reci- 
tations. 

PENMANSHIP — Daily drills each week as to position, 
movements, principles, forms and analysis of letters; aim to 
secure legibility, rapidity and symmetry. 

CIVIL GOVEENMENT— Legislative Departments, (Na- 
tional): Study and learn the preamble; study sections 1 to 6, 
inclusive, article 1, United States Constitution; study sections 7 
and 8, article 1 ; state clearlj'^ the three ways a bill may become 
a law; state at least a dozen of the powers given to congress by 
the constitution, and tell something that has been done under 
each power granted; state clearly what is meant by an "implied'' 
power, and mention things that have been done by congress by 
sucli authority; state clearly the difference between the power 
possessed by congress and that possessed by our legislature. 
Legislative Department (State) : Study and learn the preamble; 
study sections 1 to 36, inclusive, article 5, of the State Constitu- 
tion; also section 15 of article 6, noticing the three ways a bill 
may become a law. Executive Department (National) : Study 
sections 1 to 4 inclusive, of article 2, of the United States consti- 
tution; compare the power of the president with the power of 
the ruler of a kingdom of Europe; name the departments of the 
cabinet and state clearly the province of each in the affairs of 
government. Executive Department (State): Study sections 
1 to 23, inclusive, of article 6, State Constitution; notice espe- 
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cially tlie relation of the executive department to the legislative; 
show the wisdom of giving the veto power to the executive; also, 
the pardoning power; compare the appointive power of the gov- 
ernor with that of the president. 

SECOND WEEK. 

GRAMMAR — ^Parts of speech: Noun, classes, sub-classes, 
properties, rules for plural, rules for gender, rules for possessive. 
Pronoun: Classes, properties, antecedent, declined forms. Ad- 
jective: Classes, comparisons. Yerb: Classes, properties, 
verbals, conjugation, sj^Tiopsis. Adverbs: Classes, comparison. 
Prepositions: Classes. Conjunction: Classes. Interjection. 
Directions: Daily drill till the parts of speech are readily dis- 
tinguished ; parsing of words should embrace — ( 1) class, (2) 
properties, (3) relation, (4) rule. Practice on words that have 
more than one use, thus, ^'save," as a verb, as a preposition; give 
special heed to the use of the past tense, and perfect participle 
of such words as see, do, take, etc. ; present no incorrect forms to 
pupils, but note every error they themselves may make; while 
not insisting on text definitions, see that the definition given by 
pupfi is comprehensive, yet concise; composition work should by 
no means be neglected. In addition to work already outlined 
give suggestive outlines, as, any natural product-where obtained, 
how obtained, description, uses, value to man; any animal — size, 
color, etc., where found, characteristics, value to man; any plant 
— description, where found, use, importance; any city — size, im- 
portance, piu^suits of people, places of interest. The above may 
be multiplied indefinitely by the skillful teacher, and a lively 
intei:est in work of this kind sustained in pupils. 

HISTORY — Colonial v/ars, cause, duration, result. French 
and Indian war, cause, Washington's mission, important events, 
leading generals, duration of war, terms of treaty, importance in 
history, subsequent troubles. Revolutionary War, causes to be 
studied fully, follow topic as above. Study especially. Battle 
of Bunker Hill, Battle of Long Island, Battle of Saratoga, Battle 
of Cowpens, Yorktown. Also note: Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, foreign aid, Arnold's treason, articles of confedera- 
tion. 

GEOGRAPHY — Mathematical geography: Forms of 
earth, proofs, motions, rotation, terms, axis, poles, equator, effect, 
revolution, terms, small circles, parallels, meridians, effects, lati- 
tude and longitude. Physical geography: Climate, causes in- 
liuencing, meteorology, comparison of plant and animal life, the 
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races, movements of the water, waves, tides, currents. Political 
geogi'aphy: Forms of government, occupations, religions. State 
geography: Boundary, surface, area, actual, comparative, 
natural features, land, water, climate, productions, natural, arti- 
licial, occupations, population, leading cities and towns, railroads, 
government, education; miscellaneous, draw map of State. 

READING — ^Advanced reading; quality of tone, pure, 
orotund, aspirate, emphasis, antithetic, cumulative. 

PHYSIOLOGY — Digestion — Organs: Alimentary canal. 
Secondary: Teeth, number, uses, structure; salivary glands, 
liver, pancreas, veins and lacteals, cells. Process: Mastication, 
insalivation, deglutition, gastric digestion, intestinal digestion, 
distribution, assimilation, circulation. Food — Classes: Animal, 
vegetable, mineral, other. Elements: Organic, nitrogenous, 
non-nitrogenous; inorganic, water, salts, sulphur, iron, selection 
of food. Dietetics: Preparation, eating. Circulation — Organs: 
Heart, structure, cavities, movements, sounds; blood vessels, 
arteries, veins, capillaries. Blof)d: Composition, coagulation, 
uses, assimilation. Course: I^ulmonary circulation, heart, 
Jungs, heart; systemic circulation, heart, arteries, capillaries, 
veins, heart. Hygiene: Activity of heart, effect of increasing, 
value of exercise. 

AlUTHMETIC— H. C. F. of two or more numbers; L. C. 
M. of two or more numbers; careful drill on principles underly- 
ing each.' Fractions: Clear definitions of terms, illustrate; 
three principles underlying; emphasize that the numerator is the 
term to be effected in all operations — i. e., we work with the 
numberings, not the naming terms; in additions, nmnerators 
added; in subtraction, numerators subtracted; in multiplication, 
numerators multiplied; in division, numerators divided. (All 
other methods are for convenience.) Decimals: Special care 
as to decimal point. 

' ALGEBRA — Common divisions, principles of G. C. D. ; 
conmion multiples, principles of L. C. M. Fractions: Simple 
equations, definition of terms, examples illustrating, literal equa- 
tions, simultaneous equations, principles; elimination, by addi- 
tion or subtraction, by comparison, by substitution; examples, 
illustrating. 

SPELLING — ^Pronunciation ; daily drill on word lists to be 
pronounced. 

PSYCHOLOGY — The Representative Powers-Divisions: 
Memory, phantasy, imagination; memory culture, culture of the 
imagination; correlation of memory and imagination. 
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SCHOOL MANAGEMENT— Signals, rules, privUeges, 
keeping pupils interested, offenses. 

CIVIL GOVEKNMENT— Judicial Department— (Na- 
tional) : Study sections 1 and 2 of article 3 of the United States 
Constitution. Name tlie courts that have been established by- 
congress imder the authority given by the constitution; how do 
the judges of these courts get their positions? How long do they 
serve? What is their salary? Show in a general way the juris- 
diction of the several Federal courts. Judicial Department — - 
(State): Supreme court and circuit courts; study sections 1 to 
27, inclusive, of article 7 of State Constitution; notice especially 
what the constitutional courts are, and in a general way their re- 
spective original and appellate jurisdictions. Judicial Depart- 
ment — Constitution: Other courts; study sections 28 to 52, 
inclusive, of article 7 of State Constitution; notice in a general 
way the jurisdiction of these courts; notice especially the great 
power of the county and probate judge. Amendments — (Na- 
tional): Study amendments I'to 10, inclusive: show that these 
ten amendments really constitute a Bill of Eigiits. Declaration 
of Eights — (State): Study sections 1 to 29, inclusive, of article 
2 of State Constitution; compare v/itli the first ten amendments 
of Federal Constitution. 

THIRD WEEK. 

GRAMMAR — Syntax — Sentences, as to meaning; as to 
form.; simple sentence, parts, subject, predicate, modifiers, 
words, prepositional, infinitive, participial; rules of concord; 
drill on analysis; diagi*ams, illustrating relation of parts, com- 
plex sentence; clause, independent, dependent, adjective, noun, 
adverbial; connectives, of objective clauses, of adverb clauses; 
examples to illustrate use of the three classes; analysis and dia- 
grams continued. 

HISTORY — Study of the constitution, history of its adop- 
tion. Topical study, as follows: Legislative branch, composi- 
tion, eligibility, how elected, term of office, time of meeting, 
exclusive power, concurrent powers, lawmaking, vacancies, 
salary, immunities, prohibitions. Executive branch: Vested, 
where, elegibility, how elected, term of office, salary, exclusive 
powers, concuiTent powers, veto power, duties of, salary, 
vacancy. Judicial branch: Power vested, where, term of office, 
number, jurisdiction, salary; formation of new States, guarantee 
to States, amendments to constitution, how made? How many? 
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Subjects, religion, right to bear arms, quai'tering soldiers, search 
warrant, trial for crime, rights of persons accused of crime, suits 
at common law, excessive bail, rights resei-ved by people, rights 
reserved by State, judicial poAver, election of president, slavery, 
citizenship, right of suffrage. 

GEOGEAPHY— United States: Position; extent; north 
to south, east to west; area; outline; coast, projections, capes, 
peninsulas, islands, indentations, bays, gulfs; surface, high- 
lands, Cordilleras, Allegliany; lowlands, ^Mississippi Valley, 
Atlantic coast plain. Pacific coast plain; drainage; rivers, lakes; 
climate, as to latitude, as to other modifying causes; produc- 
tions, natural, artificial: occupations; internal improvement, 
railroads, canals, navigation on rivers and lakes; sections— States 
included; places of interest; government. 

EEADIN'G — ^Force: Gentle, medium, loud. Pitch: 
Medium, high, low. 

PHYSIOLOGY — Respiration: Organs — ^lungs, air pass- 
ages; structure, oflSce; movements — inspiration, expiration; ca- 
pacity — normal, increased, how? Diminished, how? Venti- 
lation. Nervous system: Brain — covering, composition, divis- 
ions, cerebrum, cerebellum, medulla, office; cerebrum, seat of 
sensation and intelligence; cerebellum, seat of muscular sense; 
medulla, controls certain muscles, conducting medium. Spinal 
cord: Position, length, thickness, composition, nerves; func- 
tions — conduct impression, seat of reflex action. Sympathetic 
system — Special seijses — ^Feeling: Organs, sense of touch, del- 
icacy, cultivation, functions. Taste: Organ, relation to other 
senses, variation in taste, cultivation, function. Smell: Organ, 
importance, function. Sight — Eye: Orbital cavity; parts — 
lids, muscles, glands, coats, lens, humors; hygiene. Hearing — 
Ear: Paris — outer, middle, inner; structure, hygiene. 

ARITHiSktETIC — ^Denominate numbers; measurements — 
denominate nimibers, board measure, capacity of bins, etc., 
ITnited States system land surveying; longitude and time; ratio 
and proportion. 

ALGEBKA — ^Involution: Definition of terms, of mono- 
mials, of binomials or polynomials. Evolution: Of monomials, 
of polynomials. Theory of exponents: Meaning of frac- 
tional exponents, meaning of as an exponent, meaning of 

negative exponents. Radical quantities: Definition of terms, 
reducing to simplest form, reducing rational quantities to radical 
form, reducing to equivalent radicals of same degree; addition, 
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subtraction, ,Trniltiplication, division, involution, and evolution 
of radicals; rationalization, to find square root of a binominal 
surd, 

SPELLUsTG — ^Word analysis, meaning' of affixes in ordi- 
nary use, daily drill on word lists to be analyzed. 

PSYCriOLOGY— The thought power: Divisions— con- 
ception, judgment, reason; conceptive processes, forming judg- 
ments, process of reasoning. 

SCHOOL MANAGEMENT— Teachers' qualifications, 
pupils, opening exercises, securing regular attendance, school- 
room ethics. 

CIVIL GOVEENMENT— Amendments — (National 
Constitution) — Study amendments 11-15 inclusive; state 
clearly the occasions and the purpose of each one of these 
amendments. Powers denied to the United States and to the 
States; study sections 9 and 10 of United States Constitution. 
Powers denied State by State constitution; study sections 8, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 26 and 27 of article 2; sections 21, 23, 32 and 33 
vff article 5; sections 14 and 23 of article 19 of the State Con- 
stitution. New States and Territories; study section 3 of article 
3, United States Constitution. Guarantee to States; section 4 
of article 3, United States Constitution. Power of amendment 
(National); article 6, United States Constitution. Amend- 
ments (State)— Study section 22 of article 19, of State Constitu- 
tion. Describe the process by which a State is admitted into 
the Union. Describe the government of a Territory. Fran- 
chise and elections (State) — Study sections 1 to 12 inclusive, of 
article 3 of State Constitution. State the substance of the 
present election law in Arkansas. Is the tendency to universal 
suffrage a good or bad thing for the government? Exemp- 
tions — Study sections 1 to 10 inclusive, of article 9,' State Con- 
stitution. Show clearly the wisdom of such exemption. Agri- 
culture, mining, etc., (State) — Study article 10. Militia (State) 
— Study article 11. Municipal and Private Corporations — 
Study article 12. Does the constitution impose any burden- 
soiflC limitations upon corporations? 

FOURTH WEEK. 

GEAMilAIl — Compound sentences; clauses. Eolations: 
Copulative, adversative, alternative, illative; abridged com- 
pound sentences; examples illustrating relations; analysis and 
diagrams continued; marks of punctuation; use of capitals. 
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HISTORY — Constitutional period: Washington's ad- 
ministration, War with Mexico, Civil War (topic as for French 
and Indian war), Current History, Cleveland's administration, 
leading events in constitutional period, Louisiana Purchase, 
Hartford Convention, Missouri Compromise, Monroe Doctrine^ 
Nullification Troubles, Wilmot Proviso, Omnibus Bill, Treaty 
with Japan, Kansas-l^ebraska Bill, Centennial Exhibition, Elec- 
toral Commission, Chinese Immigration Bill, McKinley Bill, 
Armenian Question, Wilson Bill, Interstate Railroad Commis- 
sion. 

GEOGRAPHY — Europe: Position; extent, north to 
south, east to west. Area: Actual, comparative; boundary, 
outline. Coast line: Projections, capes, peninsulas, straits, 
islands adjacent, indentations, gulfs, seas, bays. Surface: 
Primary highlands, secondary highlands, central plain. Drain- 
age: North, west, south. Climate. Productions: Natural, 
vegetable, animal, mineral, artificial, manufactures; occupa- 
tions; commerce, domestic, foreign, imports, exports, agricul- 
ture, mining, manufacturing; political divisions and capitals; 
foreign possessions; internal improvements, railroads, canals, 
tunnels; leading seaports; inland commercial centers; places of 
importance; races; rank; map of the country. 

READING^ — Inflection: Rising, falling, combined. Rate 
Medium, slow, rapid. Impromptu reading: Selections from 
authors of note. 

ARITHMETIC— Percentage: Clear definition of ele- 
ments. Illustrate how, two being known, the third is found. 
Exemplify each of the following formula: 

P=BxR. A=B+P or Bx (1+R). D=B— P or Bx(l— R) 
R=P-^B. B=-P^R=A-^(H-R)=D--(1— R). 

Give practice examples in profit and loss, commission aiid 
brokerage, trade discount, insurance, taxes, general average, 
duties or customs, stocks and bonds and stock investments. In- 
terest: Teach thoroughly one method. Extend formula given 
above under percentage by introducing the element of time (T), 
and exemplify each formula. Give practice examples in annual 
interest, compound interest, partial payments or indorsements, 
true discount, bank discount, domestic and foreign exchange, 
equation of payments and accounts current. 

ALGEBRA — Quadratic equations: Pure quadratics, 
affected quadratics; first method of completing square; Hindoo 
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method. Simultaneous quadratic equations: Various methods 
of solution, carefully illustrated. 

SPELLING^— Homonyms and synonyms; daily drill on 
preparation of lists and using sentences to illustrate meaning. 

PS YCHOLOG Y— The Emotive Powers — Divisions : 
Egoistic emotions, altruistic emotions, cosmic emotions; educa- 
tion of the emotions, education of the conscience. The Will 
Powers — Divisions: Attention, choice, action; cultivation of 
attention; choice culture; culmination in action, importance of. 

PHYSIOLOGY — Stimulants and narcotics — ^Properties. 
Effects of use on: Sensations, digestion, liver, kidneys, action 
of heart, respiration, nervous system, voice; diseases consequent 
on their use; growth and power of the appetite for same; prac- 
tical lessons from observation as to the positive or negative 
value. 

SCHOOL MAISTAGEMENT— Keviews, examinations, 
incentives to work, discipline, corporal punishment. 

CIVIL GOVEENMENT— Counties, etc.: Study ar- 
ticle 13. Education: Study article 14. Impeachment and 
address: Study article 15. Finance and taxation: Study 
article 16. Miscellaneous provisions — (State Constitution): 
Study article 19. County goverrment; unit of representation; 
departments — compare with State and Nation; officers — ^their 
duties, etc.; township — officers, thel* duties, etc. Government 
of municipal corporations: Departments, compare with State 
and E^ational governments; in what isj each department vested? 
Officers — their duties, etc. Miscellaneous: Number of con- 
gressional districts? Our representatives? Our United States 
senators? Number of (State) senatorial districts? Your State 
senator? , Your representative in legislature? Number of 
judicial districts? Your judge? The State officers? Judges 
of State supreme court? Judges of United States Supreme 
Court? Your Federal circuit judge? Your Federal district 
judge? Give the salary of each of the above named officers and 
tell who pays him. How is a United States senator elected? 
Do you think it would be wise to have the various judges of the 
State appointed instead of elected? Why? 
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A SPECIAL PROFESSIONAL COURSE. 

HISTOKY — ^Painter's History of Education, Corapayre's 
History of Education, Boone's Education in the United States. 

SCIENCE — Compayre's Psychology as Applied to Edu- 
cation, Rosenkranz's Philosophy of Education, Page's Theor^^ 
and Practice of Teaching. 

METHODS— Raub's Method- of Teaching, Swett's 
Method of Teaching, Holbrook's Normal Method, De Garmo's 
Essentials of Methods. 

PEDAGOGY— Hewett's Pedagogy for Young Teachers, 
White's Pedagogy, Baldwin's Elementary Psychology and Edu- 
cation. 

MANAGEMENT— Raub's School Management, White's 
School Management, Payne's School Supervision. 

It is advisable for teachers to consider the departments of 
professional work above set forth and to recognize the efficiency 
of such a system. It may not be convenient for you to secure 
all these works, or one under each section at the same time, but 
in your studies you may from season to season, purchase one 
book under each division, until the course is completed. 

A three years' course of study and reading suggested as pre> 
paratory to county normals, or professional training: 

FIRST YEAR. 

PROFESSIONAL STUDY— White's School Manage- 
ment, Page's Theory and Practice, Civil Government. 

STUDIES IN LITERATURE— Irving's Alhambra, or 
Conquest of Grenada, Longfellow's Evangeline, the Old 
South and Old Virginia by Thos. Nelson Page, the New 
South by Henry W. Grady, poems by Father Ryan. 

SECOND YEAR. 

PROFESSIONAL STUDY— White's Psychology, Hew- 
ett's Pedagogy; Morals and Manners, by Gow. 

STUDIES IN LITERATURE— Whittier's Snow 
Bound; Autocrat of the Breakfast Table, Holmes; The South- 
em States in the American Revolution, by Dr. J. L. M. Curry; 
Irving's Life of Washington; Poems, by Sidney Lanier. 
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THIKD YEAK. 

PKOFESSIONAL STUDY— London's Teaching and 
Class Management; Prince's Course of Methods and Teaching; 
Hickock's Moral Philosophy. 

STUDIES IN LITERATURE— History of Arkansas; 
Prescott's Conquest of Mexico; Calhoun, Clay and Webster in 
the Senate; Southern Literature, by Miss Louise Manly; Scott's 
Lady of the Lake; Merchant of Venice; In Memoriam, by 
Tennyson; Poems, by Albert Pike. 

This course is to indicate to the ambitious and progressive 
teacher, especially in the rural schools, a system for his own im- 
provement. He may abridge or enlarge the scope of both study 
and reading according to his convenience and judgment. The 
system is not perfect or scientific, but it is designed to be practi- 
cal, useful, and adapted to the interests of our own people. 



STUDIES REQUIRED FOR STATE CERTIFICATE. 

(See Sec. 6974, School Law.) 

Algebra, through quadratics; geometry, six books; physics; 
rhetoric; mental philosophy; history, general; Latin, grammar, 
prose composition; Caesar, four books; Virgil, three books, 
Aeneid; Cicero, four orations against Catiline, or equivalent 
selections; Constitution of United States, Constitution of Arkan- 
sas; natural history, geology and botany; theory and art of 
teaching. 

NOTE — Those who hold first gTade county certificates 
need not be examined on studies embraced therein. Examina- 
tions should be conducted with the same carefulness and 
thoroughness as maintained at colleges and universities. No 
grade under 75 will be accepted, while a general average of 80 
will be required. 

Course of study indicated as a preparation for examina- 
tion for State certificate: 

EIKST YEAR. 

Algebra, through simple equations; plane geometry, four 
books; rhetoric, complete; Latin, first book; physics, mechanical 
powers; Constitution of United States; Constitution of Arkan- 
sas; natural history, zoology. 
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SECOKD YEAR. 

Algebra, involution, evolution; Radicals, quadratic equa- 
tions; plane geometry, books 5 and 6; theory and art of teach- 
ing, with reference to course of study, methods and manage- 
ment; Latin grammar, Caesar, four books; physics, heat and 
magnetism; Constitution of United States, Constitution of Ar- 
kansas; natural history, botany. 

THIRD YEAR. 

Algebra, ratio, progression, binomial theorem and loga- 
rithms; solid geometry; psychology; Latin grammar, Cicero, 
four orations: Virgil, four books, Aeneid; general history; 
physics, electricity and light; Constitution of United States, 
Constitution of Arkansas. 

Applicants for State certificates must bear in mind that 
the school law, section 6974, requires an examination. The 
statute does not recognize diplomas from colleges, normals or 
universities. The State reserves the right to examine teachers 
as to their qualifications, and tliis work will be conducted with 
the thoroughness and exactness its importance demands. Those 
wlio kindly accept authority to conduct these examinations will 
please bear these facts in mind. ^ 
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Chapter IX. 

REPORTS OF COUNTY NORMAL INSTRUCTORS 1896. 

The county jnonrial for Arkansas County was a success. The 
enrolhnent was not quite so large as last year, but the interest 
was better, and upon the whole, njy judgment is that we had a 
better normal than last year. The falling off in attendance 
was caused in part by numbers of our teachers being engaged in 
school work, and since, there has been quite a revival in public 
school interest in this county. There never will be a time when 
numbers will not be at work. Some of our schools are in session 
at all times of the year. I think there is no month that would 
have suited better than May, for I think we found more idle than 
we would at anv other time. I think it is such a mistake that the 
legislature did not close the schools throughout the State, say 
through the month of June, and require all teachers to attend 
these normals. If we get another appropriation it seems to me 
this would be a wise provision of the bill. Some of my teachers 
failed to attend simply because they were too indifferent. In 
summing up this report, I would state that, all things being con- 
sidered, we accomplished a good work, and have developed a new 
interest upon the part of many of our teachei's and also numbers 
of citizens. 

I. C. GIBSON, Conductor. 

I. C. GIBSON, Examiner of Arkansas Coimty. 

ASHLEY COUNTY NORMAL. 

Teachei*s — The average age of teachers of Ashley County 
is 20 3-4 years. That this should be true, when some teachers 
in the county get a salary of $50 per month, I could not find out. 
It seems that those with only a limited (no special training) ex- 
perience have regular work. 

Thirty-one enrolled on the first day of the normal, and of 
this number twenty-eight attended every day, many not even 
being tardy a single time. 

Of this niunber six raised .their certificates from second to 
first, and one from third to first grade schools. Public schools 
are iil favor mth the people of the county, but few districts at- 
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tempt private schools. The outlook for the schools under their 
present management, and the enthusiastic, well qualified and 
earnest teachers, is certainly very bright. 

J. C. BUXCH, Conductor. 

BAXTEK COUNTY NORMAL. 

The Baxter Coiuity Normal opened June 8, at Mountain 

Home, Ark., with an enrollment of twenty-eight, and after 

twenty days hard work, closed July 3, with an enrollment of 

fiftv-six. 

t. . 

The great interest shown in the work, and the enrollment 
of nearly every teacher in the county, justifies me in saying that 
a more faithful body of teachers cannot be found than those of 
Baxter County. We pursued the work according to the plan 
suggested by your manual, giving especial attention to the 
branches taught in our rural schools. 

I believe that many, if not all, of the teachers in attendance 
left the normal at its close with higher conceptions of their 
duties as teachers, and with an enthusiasm that will not abate 
soon. 

The noimal was visited by several prominent educators, who 
stimulated us in our work. Our county examiner. Professor- 
W. T. Hopper, was present at several of our sessions, and ren- 
dered very material aid. 

The intelligent and hospitable people of Mountain Home 
made the normal the theme of their conversation; visited us 
many times in our work, and rendered much aid in several ways. 

In conclusion, we say, after due consideration, that educa- 
tion is on a higher plain in Baxter County than ever before. 

A. V. HICKS, Conductor. 

BENTON COUNTY NORMAL. 

Superintendent Junius Jordan: 

Dear Sir — The Benton County Normal Institute opened 
on the 6th of July and continued until the 31st of July. The 
enrollment and average attendance is given in its appropriate 
place in this report. The attendance report does not show that 
the teachers of Benton County are greatly in favor of normal 
schools. It must be said, however, that the attendance does 
not represent the sentiment of the teachers. There were two 
other normals held in the county, one of which was in progress 
during the time allotted to the State normal. There was an at- 
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tendance of forty-seven teachers at one of these. I am not 
informed about the attendance of the other. 

I iind a good body of earnest teachers in Benton County. I 
have a high estimation of their ability and their zeal. They only 
need an able and skillful leader to make them the best body, as 
a whole, in the State. There are among them, men and women 
of ability for any educational work needed in the county. 

Mr. S. T. Blocher, the assistant instructor, has been very 
obliging in every way. He is admirably qualified for normal 
work. He is a student and well versed in the subjects to be 
taught, and more than all, he is an excellent gentleman, and he 
has good discretion and sound msdom. 

The work of Miss Ledwidge has been most excellent. 
Many teachers seem to take a great interest in her work, and all 
admire her skill. As to the children who formed her class, I 
may say that they were fascinated to a great degree. They 
thought they ought not to stop. When they were dismissed on 
Thursday and Friday tliey wanted to come back on Saturday 
and make up their lost time. 

The intense heat prevented a large attendance at the night 
]neeting, but there was a good attendance of interested and 
highly appreciative persons. The resolution adopted at this 
meeting, I am assured, fairly represents the views of the body 
of teachers in Benton County. 

Very truly yours, 

K. H. PAKHAM, Conductor. 

BOONE COUNTY NORMAL. 

In accordance with your instructions, I opened the Boone 
County Normal at Valley Spriugs June 1, and continued the 
work twenty days. I have never met a more earnest, faithful 
body of teachers than those who composed this school. They 
came from the different parts of the county, each resolved to do 
what he could to increase Ids ability to make a good teacher. 

No effort Avas made to "stuff" teachers for the coming ex- 
aminations, and we tried to present each subject in such a way 
as would enable the teacher-students to know better how to 
teach. 

We required the teachers to prepare daily outlines and 
other written work in line with what had been presented during 
the day. We examined this written work and thus obtained 
the grade reported to you in this record. I am quite sure that 
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we got good results from these wTitten exercises. It gave the 
teachers pleasant and profitable work outside of school hours. 
Professor M. J. Kussell took charge of the work in history, 
physiology and reading, and conducted the calisthenic drills. 

J. 0. EATON, Conductor. 
BEN E. McMAHAN, Examiner. 

BKADLEY COUNTY NOKMAL. 

See statistical report in the tabular statement of the normal 
work. Professor P. M. McKay was the conductor. 

CALHOUN COUNTY NOKMAL. 

Dear Sir — It affords me great pleasure to be able to submit 
the following report embodjdng in outline those matters of note 
concerning our normal work for the month ending June 26, 
189G: 

There has been little pronounced opposition to the normal 
work in Calhoun County, but, as far as I have been able to ob- 
serve, there has been a strong, healthy sentiment in its favor on 
the part of the efficient county examiner, teachers, directors and 
citizens. 

Several teachers have been prevented from attending the 
normal because of sickness and other circumstances over which 
they had no control; a few have shown a spirit of neutrality by 
nonattendance. 

The quarterly examinations held in the counties June 18- 
19 caused irregular attendance during the third week. Several 
teachers had to leave our work in order to stand the examination 
in the counties in which they ai-e to teach next term, but. thos<3 
who attended the examination here had credit given them for 
full attendance during those days. 

I believe that much lasting good has been accomplished by 
our coming together as teachers. Our work throughout has 
been characterized by a spirit of earnestness on the part of each 
teacher in attendance. 

It has been our aim to follow closely the lines of work, 
both scholastic and professional, indicated* in your manual, and 
this work has been the basis of our grading in the register. For 
our work in reading I secured copies of "Southern Literature," 
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by Miss L. Manly, thereby securing a variety of extracts as 
would best illustrate the principles of reading. 

llespectfuUy, 

JAMES WITHERSPOO:S^, Conductor. 

D. W. BASS, County Examiner Calhoun County. 

CARROLL COUNTY ITORMAL. 

The Carroll County Normal Institute opened on June 15. 
In the second week the normal held a session on Saturday so as 
to give time for the county examination. It closed on July 9. 

The normal was greatly assisted by the deep interest taken 
in it by the county examiner, Mr. H. P. Bumey. He was not 
only in attendance during most of the time, but notified his 
teachers that they would be required to attend on the last week 
in lieu of his regular institute. 

Quite a number of teachers were found to be able to 
present a model plan for a recitation on the subject assigned to 
them. A considerable amount of written work was handed in 
by the teachers, upon which the grading is based. No grades 
are given when it is thought that the data is insufficient; and 
grades are not given where written work was not handed in. 

The register and grading of teachers required this year has 
greatly improved the regularity and character of work done by 
them. I think that the reports wdll show that there is still much 
more room for improvement here. 

C. L. SAMPSON, 
ISAAC A. CLARKE, 

Conductors. 

CHICOT COUNTY. 

No normal for white teachers was held in this coimty, 
owing to the fact that there were but five or six, and those could 
readily attend the normals in the adjacent counties. There 
was a colored normal held for this county at Dermott, the rec- 
ords of which will appear elsewhere. The course adopted by 
the superintendent in this county was indorsed by the county 
examiner. Major W. B. Street. 

CLARK COUNTY NORMAL. 

The normal in our county was a successful one, both in re- 
gard to the attendance and the character of the work done by 
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the teachers. The result of the normal is becoming apparent to 
all, and the few who do not attend have difficulty in procuring 
positions. The improvement of th6 teachers has been so great 
that their work is at least 25 per cent more efficient than 
formerly, hence it will be seen the normal has been worth to 
the people many times more than it cost. At the close of the 
session the teachers, in convention assembled, passed resolutions, 
thanking our worthy State Superintendent for his untiring 
energy in working for the advancement of school interests, and 
urging our representatives to use their influence in continuing 
the appropriation for the support of the normal. 

F. W. MILLER, Instructor. 

CLAY COUKTT NOKMAL. 

t 

Of the number enrolled, twenty-five have taught and five 
intend to teach this summer. The remaining twelve are young 
men and young ladies who were interested in the work, and 
were allowed to do what they could. Some of them will proba- 
bly make teachers of themselves. 

The work as outlined in the syllabus has been followed 
closely in all the branches, except penmanship and civil govern- 
ment of the State. Circumstances caused "us to change some- 
what the order as given in the syllabus as to these two branches, 
but the work has been mainly carried out. 

The work in all the branches has been done with a two-fold 
object in view: (1) to lead the teacher to a clear understanding 
of what he is to teach, and (2) to cause him to adopt proper 
methods of presenting it to his pupils. 

Examples of careful i)iductive work were given and its im- 
portance emphasized. Clear, logical, complete statements of 
problems in arithmetic were required, and the attention directed 
more to things and their relations, and less to the figures used in 
the solution. The work in psycholo<2:y was, as far as practicable, 
inductive in character, the pupils forming their own generals 
from particulars given them. A deep interest was taken in 
this branch. 

The teachers were earnest and industrious in their work, 
and took notes on the different branches, in order that they 
might develop in the future the suggestions given here. 

Every teacher who attended is anxious for the continuance 
of the normals. 

T). T. EOGERS, Conductor. 

C. E. MOREIS, County Examiner Clay County. 
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CLEBUEinE COUNTY NORMAL. 

The work as indicated in the manual has been followed, 
except those parts with which, upon examination, the members 
of the normal were found to be familiar. The greater part of 
the time was devoted to orthography — especially the diacritical 
marks, use of dictionary, orthographic parsing, prefixes and suf- 
fixes, word building, word branching, homonyms, etc.; physi- 
ology, psychology, civil government and school management. 
Especial' attention was given to grading, and to the classification 
with reference to common schools. A course of study extending 
through five years of primary, three years of intermediate, 
and four years of high school work was submitted. Much time 
was given to the presentation of Methods of Instruction, Gov- 
ernment and Discipline. While the greater part of the time 
was devoted to the work above mentioned, yet almost the entire 
work as outlined in the manual was presented. Perfect order 
was required, and members of the institute were required to con- 
form to such rules as usually enforced in a well regulated school. 
The principles of school government were presented objectively. 

The teachers here are energetic, industrious, progressive 
and enthusiastic. They have worked hard, and deserve much 
praise. They express themselves as having been greatly bene- 
fited by their work, and well pleased with the normal, and are 
a unit in favor of its continuance. 

The coimty examiner, Marcus E. Vinson, has been present 
at each session, and has taken the entire work. He has per- 
formed his duties well and faithfully, and has contributed 
largely to the success of the Work. 

The local talent — ^lawyers and doctors — ^have worked 
throughout the normal for success, and have been of much ser- 
vice. I desire to mention especially the untiring efforts of Drs. 
Crosby and Homborger in the field of physiology and hygiene. 

The Eriday night entertainments were a marked feature of 
the work, and the citizens were unanimous and enthusiastic in 
our support. These entertainments were devoted to the discus- 
sion of questions of general school and government interests, 
and in no sense intended for "fun." There has been no "fun" 
in this work, but much "pleasure," and I, as your servant, am 
well pleased with the success of the work here. There were 
146 visitors during the normal, an average of 7 3-10 at each 
session. 

JESSE BIRD, Conductor. 
MAECUS E. VESrSON, Examiner. 
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CLEVELAND COUNTY NOKMAL. 

The conductor of this normal, Professor J. P. Graham, 
made a statistical report, which will appear in the tabular state- 
ment of the normal work on another page of the Biennial. 

COLUMBIA COUNTY NOEMAL. 

The foregoing report is not the one intended originally for 
the State Superintendent, but by mistake of county examiner 
will have to be substituted. The report is correct, unless it is 
that errors have been made in the experience of teachers. The 
report requires months, and where the time has been taken in 
years six months was estimated as a year, which will give a close 
estimate. 

The interest in the normal has increased largely this year. 
The leading teachers are beginning to feel that it is a positive 
good for all. This is shown by a large increase in attendance of 
the better class of teachers. There is positively no opposition 
to the normal, and it has many strong supporters. It has cer- 
tainly done good here in arousing the teachers to a higher con- 
ception of their labor. They are beginning to demand strict 
examination, higher standard of morals and more professional 
work. The county paper is becoming a medium of discussion 
and expression on views of teaching and the teacher. The 
county oxaminer is taking more active measures to insure a 
strict compliance with law relating to examination. It seems 
to have been impossible to come right up to the standard until 
now. The general condition of education from every point of 
view has made the work of the normal especially difficult. In- 
difference was the worst foe to begin with. There were many 
present at the examination who declared it their intention of at- 
tending hereafter. Many asserted that the demand for summer 
school here decreased our attendance 50 per cent. About 25 
per cent of the schools arc taught in the summer, and perhaps 
75 per cent of the teachers in the county try to secure summer 
schools. Our school boards will have to be reached (?) on this 
point. 

J. W. CANTWELL, Conductor. 

W. O. McKAY, Examiner Columbia County. 

CONWAY COUNTY NORMAL. 

This normal has been a success in every particular. Sick- 
ness and wet weather cut down the attendance. The school in- 
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terest in this county is very favorable for a successful normal 
next year. » 

I have been pleased wnth every phase of my work. The 
teachers fully -indorse the normal, and have adopted compli- 
mentary resolutions regarding its success and my skill as an 
instructor. 

WILLIAM M. WEAK, Conductor. 
E. B. HEADERS, County Examiner. 

CRAIGHEAD COUNTY NORMAL. 

The attendance was not nearly so good as last year. There 
are many causes for this, chief ^ among which is the fact that the 
novelty has worn off and the report only includes earnest 
workers. The examiner had duly advertised the normal and 
brought everything to bear for a good attendance. However, 
what was lost in numbers was made up in enthusiasm. Good 
honest work was done by some of the teachers, although many 
of them were right out of a long term. The work of each teacher 
was not graded each day, and of coarse the estimates are only 
approximately correct. 

In the high gi'ade work of the Craighead County teachers 
we have one of the finest arguments in favor of the regular 
normal schools. I have acted as institute conductor in twelve 
or fifteen counties and can truthfully say that Craighead has the 
best equipped teaching force for her public schools that I have 
met anywhere. 

Respectfully submitted, 

AV. W. RIVERS, Conductor. 

CRAWFORD COUNTY NORMAL. 

I have conducted the normal institute in Crawford County 
as nearly in accordance with the directions in the manual as 
possible. I find the standing of teachers, scholastically and 
morally, good. 

The management of the scholars of the county, judging 
from the deportment and appearance of the teachers, is in an ex- 
cellent condition; there being a hearty co-operation and sympa- 
thy between teachers and officer. The attendance has been very 
irregular, mostly on account of the session occuring during busy 
time of farmers, but otherwise on account of the usual indiffer- 
ence. I consider it best to grade attendance into the class stand- 
ing, in order to come at a fair per cent; therefore you will find 
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a column headed "per cent on attendance." To obtain this, I 
have multiplied the total class standing by the days present and 
di\dded by the number of days of session. 

I find the average twenty-five, and months of experience 
thirty-seven, very high, and the per cent on daily attendance 
very low. I find the teachers, without exception, courteous, 
kind and enthusiastic; the superintendent energetic, progressive 
and exceptionally well qualified for liis work. 

Thanking you for this pleasant and important assignment, 
I close the work full of hopes for its results, and trust that it will 
meet vour approval. 

CHAS. E. STOAKS, Instructor. 

CEITTENDEN COUNTY Is^OKMAL. 

Sir — I have the honor to make a report herewith in the 
foregoing record of the Crittenden County Normal, which was 
commenced at this place on June 8, and continued twenty 
days, ending lo-day, July 3, 1896. 

1'he number of teachers enrolled was small, but the enroll- 
ment included earnest, faithful workers, and when we look at 
the character of work done and the good accomplished we have 
every reason to be satisfied. 

We carried out the work of the manual to the letter in all 
branches except algebra. We did not deem it advisable to take 
up this branch under the circumstances. 
Yery respectfully, 

H. M. LYNN, Conductor. 

E. F. CRITTENDEN, County Examiner. 

CEOSS COUNTY NOEMAL. 

I submit the following as my report of the normal institute 
held in Cross County, Ark., commencing May 25, 1896, and 
ending June 19, 1896. I enrolled sixteen teachers, which I 
understand is about 50 per cent of the licensed teachers of the 
county. I had no record from which I could get the number 
of teachers in the county. The county examiner was not with 
me during the session. I left a duplicate of the record with the 
examiner's deputy, and requested him to place the same on 
record. I have given as full a report of the work as I possibly 
could, from the data I had before me. Everything in the way 
of working up an interest among the teachers was created after 
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tdcing charge of the normal. I can truthfully say that much 
interest was manifested by those present, and I think, much good 
dont for the educational interests of the county by arousing some 
enthieiasm among the teachers and the citizens of the county. I 
notified every teacher and every director to be present during 
the session, but they did not respond fully, some two or three 
directors were present occasionally. I used the local newspapers 
in extend\ng the cordial invitation to all friends of education to 
come and see the work. 

In regard to the report of number of licensed teachers 
(white and colored) in the county, I could not get the examiner's 
record in ordex to fill out this part of the report. 

Very respectfully, 

D. L. THOMPSON, Conductor. 

DALLAS COUNTY NOEMAL. 

The normal was opened by Kev. C. M. Myrick June 1, and 
was closed June 26. During its session Professor Nickells, in 
lieu of Professor Jordan, visited the school and made a very in- 
teresting and instructive talk on the importance of teachers pre- 
paring themselves for their work. All were highly pleased and 
benefited. Professor DeVine also visited the normal and made 
a good talk. 

The work has been, I believe, satisfactory to all parties con- 
cerned. The people are beginning to realize the importance of 
normal work, and when this work is backed by a stronger senti- 
ment of the people and of the school directors, then the older 
teachers will begin to keep pace with the younger, and our nor- 
mal work will receive the attention it merits. 

K. E. MAJOE, Conductor. 

DESHA COUNTY NOEMAL. 

In all my experience in normal and institute work, I never 
found a number of teachers so uniformly interested in every- 
thing they undertook to do. The diligence and punctuality were 
perfect. The absence recorded was occasioned by sickness. The 
sessions embraced (7) seven hours daily, and during the re* 
mainder ot the day I found the teacher-pupils industriously 
studying. 

I learn from the examiner that a large per cent of the 
teachers of the county are nom'esidents, and are attending 
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normals in other counties or other States, hence the low percentr 

age of attendance. 

On 1 riday night of each week during the session, we gave 
public entertainments, which were largely attended. Ao these 
the teachers, as&isted by others, rendered recitations, essays, in- 
strumental and vocal music of a patriotic nature, and lectures 
were delivered by interested citizens. I cannot fail to comment 
ui)on the ii^.portance of this feature. The lectures were beneficial 
to both teacher and citizen. But beyond this these gatherings 
are generators of enthusiasm. I came here to find public interest 
in education, apparently, at a very low ebb. It was a very diffi- 
cult task to enlist the assistance of even the county papers. I 
leave the people aroused upon the subject and the papers and 
public generally heartily indorsing the normal work, and urging 
renewed efforts for educational progress. This is not a result 
of my work, but of the public entertainments and the enthusiasm 
of the teachers eni'oUed. 

In my work I have endeavored to be thorough and practical, 
preparing teachers for efficient work in the schoolroom. 

W. A. KAMSEY, Conductor. 

J. S. KOSS, Examiner Desha County. 

DEEW COUJfTY NOllMAL. 

As conductor of the Drew County Normal I beg to report 
the following facts: 

1. That the attendance was all that could have been de- 
sired, even greater than was expected, there being in actual and 
regular attendance sixty-five of Drew's seventy-one licensed 
teachers, thirty-five other nonlicensed teachers, who were prepar- 
ing then\selves for the work, and who would now be actively en- 
gaged were there positions for them, and fifteen others still who 
did the work of teachers and manifested the interest of teachers, 
jet are not included in this, my report to you, on account of their 
extreme youth. 

2. That of the six absent teachers, four were actively en- 
gaged in the schoolroom, and the other two were absent from the 
county during a part of the normal session. 

3. That the syllabus of work was found satisfactory, yet 
some departures were made necessary, as might have been 
expected. 

4. That the teachers of Drew are young, intelligent and 
progressive. 
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5. That the citizens of Drew are as much aroused, educa- 
tionally, as those of other counties of the State. 

6. That efficient teachers are paid reasonable salaries. 

7. That the teachers of Drew will liberally patronize the 
normal in the future, should the State render a favorable decision 
looking to its permanency. 

8. That the teachers of Drew are a unit on all matters per- 
taining to the great cause of education. 

9. That the present system of conducting examinations 
has retired the old teacher, and has admitted the new one with 
his more extensive ideas and improved methods. 

10. That one-fifth of Drew's present teaching corps 
entered the schoolroom as teachers for the first time within the 
past ten days. 

J. L. SPENCE, Conductor. 

EAULKNER COUNTY NOEMAL. 

I have the honor to make a report of the Eaulkner County 
Normal, as follows: 

The attendance was smaller than it should have been; this 
was, I think, mainly due to the- fact that many schools were in 
session. Several other schools began before the normal closed, 
which lowered what otherwise would have been an excellent 
average attendance. I found the teachers desirous of getting all 
possible good out of the normal. They applied themselves 
stndiouslv, and reached excellent results. The amount and 
character of the work done was satisfactory beyond our expecta- 
tions. The work grew in interest from the beginning, and the 
last day was the most successful. We covered the work indi- 
cated in your syllabus, except in algebra. Most attention was 
given to methods in the lower classes. The important features 
of each recitation or lecture were recorded in notebooks in a neat 
and orderly manner. These notes were corrected and revised, 
and aflforded refreshing: exercises for reviews and discussions, in 
which the teachers took great interest. The Arkansas, County 
teacher, is most deficient in methods of teaching reading and 
language lessons. The latter is almost entirely neglected. We 
gave considerable attention to psychology and school manage- 
ment. The more difficult parts of grammar and many of the 
more intricate problems of higher arithmetic were reviewed and 
simplified. Thus we covered the ground as well as we could in 
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SO short a time. The teachers expressed themselves as highly 
pleased. Our night exercises strengthened the cause among the 
people. Very respectfully, 

HUBEET J. HALL, Conductor. 

FEANKLIN' COUNTY NOEMAL. 

L. E. Quinn, conductor of the Eranklin County Normal, 
has submitted the following report to Superintendent Jordan: 

Herewith please find report of the Franklin County Normal 
Institute, held at Ozark, Ark., beginning September 21, 1896, 
and continuing twenty days. 

The attendance was the largest in the history of normal 
school work in the county. 

I find that Franklin County's teachers are far above the 
average in point of scholarship, training, etc. They are a wide- 
awake set of teachers, and are ever on the alert for improvement 
in their profession. In consequence thereof they take advantage 
of the normal instruction. Many, very many, said to me while 
here that they cannot now afford to miss the county normal. T 
actually believe, sir, that the teachers of Franklin jCounty, with 
County Examiner H. A. Nickell as their standard bearer, would 
rise up to condemn our next general assembly if the county 
normal apj^ropriation bill should fail to pass. 

This appropriation, in my opinion, has done and is doing, 
more for Arkansas than anything tliat has ever been done in the 
way of appropriation since she beoame a State. The good has 
not all yet been accomplished.* Our children's children, and 
their children's children, and so on down the line,^ are destined 
to reap the benefits of this Avise legislation. 

If this appropriation is not made in the interest of the edu- 
cation of the children of the State, it will be a calamity and a step 
backward in the history of our Commonwealth. Your instructors 
— if they are teachers in the true sense of the word — care not for 
the meager salary they receive through this appropriation; they 
are prompted by higher motives, feeling that perhaps, some day, 
they will be rewarded for their zealous work in this great 
educational cause. 

I am highly in favor of a compulsory clause in the bill. We 
have some so-called teachers — fellows who carry license — ^who do 
not care for improvement, and hence, do not attend. The State 
ought to say to these parties: "Do you desire to teach my chil- 
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dren? Then yon must keep np with the foremost.'- There is 
one thing certain, if they do not take advantage of the county 
normals, those teachers who do attend will eventually run over 
them and leave them by the wayside. This very thing is taking 

place to-day. 

In conclusion, allow me to thank you most sincerely for 
courtesies extended during my work as conductor of the Franklin 
County Normal. 

FULTON COUNTY NOKMAL. 

« 

Dear Sir — ^Fulton County is justly proud of her school and 
school-teachers. Upon my arrival I found every preparation 
made for holding a successful normal. Many teachers had 
already arrived, and the energetic county examiner. Professor 
J. H. Caldwell, assured me we would enroll 100. I may as well 
confess, I considered him very hopeful, to put it mildly, but the 
event proved he knew his people better than I. The remarkably 
fine attendance was not at all due to the fact that Fulton's 
teachers are better paid than others, for there is no such fact. Tt 
was due to their energetic spirit. They mean business. One 
man rode eleven miles twice every day, and was not even tardy 
once. Nearly all the teachers own professional books, and showed 
by their questions and answers that they have studied them. 

Among the resolutions adopted by the normal was one call- 
ing for additional requirements for certificates. 

"Respectfully submitted, 
J. 0. MASSIF, Conductor. 
J. IT. CALDWELL, Examiner Fulton Countv. 

OAKLAND COUNTY NOEMAL. 

A large number of our city teachers attend normals out- 
side the State each year. This accounts for the enrollment of 
white teachers being so small. But when the attendance here 
and elsewhere is taken into account and the percentage is made 
up on that basis it shows that 93 per cent of our teachers 
attended normals. 

There is not a teacher in this county who has not attended 
a normal in the last two years. As the people understand the 
object of the institute laws better and see its practical work ex- 
emplified by those attending same they are becoming more and 
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more its friends. In fact, so strongly has this approval taken 
hold of all thinking people in Garland County that it would be 
a hard matter to find any person of influence now opposing this 
great measure. 

Our senator and representative are both warm advocates of 
this measure and I vouch their hearty support of your educa- 
tional measure in the coming session of the legislature. I am 
aware that this report is faulty. ]\fany items had to be approxi- 
mated; in some instances I not only sent repeatedly to the 
directors for dates, but made trips into the county to see them. 
This. I will say in full confidence, that this is the most complete 
and most accurate report ever sent in from Garland County. 

Please permit me to thank you for your assistance in this 
matter, and trusting you have not been delayed in your work by 
the extension of time granted me. 
- I am respectfully, 

GEO. E. COOK, Instructor and County Examiner. 

GEANT COUNTY NOKMAL. 

In conformity with your appointment, I opened the Grant 
County Normal at Sheridan, the county seat, on Monday morn- 
ing, October 5, 1896, and continued until 4 p. m. on Friday, 
October 30, 1896. 

From some cause, to me unknown, I found considerable 
opposition to the normal sytem among the people of this county, 
which was an obstacle to the work at first, and which kept some 
from attending who stand sadly in need of its benefits. I en- 
rolled seventeen teachers the first day, and the enrolhnent 
increased until it numbered thirty-seven. 

These teachers came with hearts intent upon self -improve- 
ment, and constantly gave evidence of hungering and thirsting 
for information along the lines of higher lift and better methods 
in their chosen profession. As the normal progressed from day 
to day, and they learned more of the scope and nature of the 
work, the interest increased until an entire revolution of senti- 
ment was effected in favor of the system. The number of visi- 
tors increased daily, so that frequently every seat in the house 
was filled, and "those who came to scoff remained to pray.'' 

The county examiner was a regular attendant, and by his 
presence and interest added to the success of the school. 

The "Headlight,'' the only newspaper published in the 
county, and that had not looked with favor upon the normals, has 
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changed its opinion, and is now doing gallant service in defense 
and support of the system. 

The teachers are delighted with the work and assure me that 
great and lasting good has been accomplished. 

Very respectfully, 

OH AS. T. GOKDON", Conductor. 

GKEENE COUNTY NORMAL. 

The conductor of this normal. Professor F. M. Malone, 
simply made a statistical report, which will be found in the tab- 
ular statement of the normal work on another page of the bien- 
nial report. 

HEMPSTEAD COUNTY NORMAL. 

I have the pleasure of submitting to you a favorable report 
of the Hempstead County Normal. The teachers were attentive 
throughout, and much interested in the work. Every section of 
the county was represented by most of its teachers, including the 
best, and by their sympathy and co-operation materially aided 
me in my labors. 

I gave them the best service in my power, and I feel that 
they appreciated it, not only as shown by the series of resolutions 
offered at the close of the last session, but also by their hearty re- 
sponse to every call made upon them. More of our people favor 
the normal to-day than formerly. Respectfully, 

W. N. ATKINS, Conductor. 

HOWARD COUNTY NORMAL. 

Our normal closed at this place (Nash^dlle) yesterday, and I 
hercTvith hand you my report of same. 

I am pleased to say that the school has been a success. The 
interest and enrollment grew from the first and continued 
throughout the term. A more earnest body of teachers I never 
met, and "get all you can" seemed to be the motto of each one 
present. 

Some 200 or more visitors attended our closing exercises, 
and several made talks to the teachers present, encouraging them 
to use every available means of fitting themselves for their life 
work. W. F. LEE, Conductor. 
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HOT SPKING COUNTY NOKMAL. 

As instructor of tlie Hot Spring County Normal Institute, 
for 1896, which commenced on May 25, and closed on June 19, 
I ask leave to submit the following report: 

The first week opened the work with an enrollment of 
tliirty-two, males eighteen, females fourteen. The manual of 
work furnished by you was closely followed as a basis of work 
throughout, and full and exact execution was required of every- 
one present. 

As the various subjects began to imfold in the beginning 
days, the enthusiasm became maiked, and was maintained 
throughout the entire session of the school. All seemed animated 
and inspired with fresh zeal for better work in the schoolroom, 
and it is a reasonable and logical expectancy that more and better 
work will be done in behalf of the multitude of children in our 
rural sections than has ever been done before. 

There were forty certificates issued at the examination with 
which the school closed. Of these, twenty-one were first grade, 
seventeen second grade, and twelve third grade, one of which was 
a colored applicant. 

Kespectfully submitted, 

W. D. LEIPEE, Conductor. 

INDEPENDENCE COUNTY NORMAL. 

The Independence County Normal opened June 1, at Bates- 
ville, and including Saturdays, closed June 23. The accompany- 
ing record shows an enrollment of about sixty. Everyone of 
these are teachers. Those who have iLot taught expect to do so 
this summer. 

The sessions of the, Arkansas College and Jamestown 
Normal School did not close until the end of the second week of 
the normal. The Sulphur Ivock Normal closed after the first 
week. A large number of young teachers were attending these 
schools. This affected the attendance very considerably. StiU, 
we had about the right number for good work, and altogether,- 
the session was very satisfactorv. 

The teachers of Independence County are probably as 
earnest and well equipped as those of any part of the State. The 
county examiner, Professor Powell, did his full duty in making 
the work a success. 
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Professors C. T. Torreyson, Principal Bdtesville schools; J. 
VT. C Gardner, Tnstrnctor of Izard County Normal; »T. P. Bing- 
ham, County Examiner of Izard County; Professors Boyce and 
Gunnerson, of Jamestown, and Decker, of Sulphur Rock, each 
spent several days in tlie normal, and added materially to the in- 
terest. Addresses were made by President Cleland, of the Ar- 
kansas College, and by the prospective representatives of the 
county. 

Of the teachers enrolled, all remained until the close. 
Public sentiment favors the normals, and I feel sure that another 
year the attendance will be all that it should be. My personal 
relations with the teachers and the community were of the most 
pleasant character. The work was pleasant and without fric- 
tion. I trust that the present session will result in more earnest- 
ness in the teachers, higher conceptions of their work, a stronger 
grasp of subject matter, and a clearer idea of principles underly- 
ing the work, and a resulting adaption of methods to secure 
proper ends by intelligent means. 

KespectfuUy, 

AETHUR E. LEE, Conductor. 

IZARD COUXTY ^-ORMAL. 

I have the pleasure and the honor of handing you the re- 
port of the Izard County Normal, which I hope you will find 
reasonably satisfactory: 

The sess:ion has been very pleasant to all connected with the 
work, and I think I may venture to add that it has been also suc- 
cessful and profitable. 

Professors Boyce, of J■amesto^vn, and Johnson, of Mountain 
Home, who visited this and many other normals, were both kind 
enough to speak of ours as ranking next to first among all they 
had seen. It has been my aim to make it a success, and to this 
end I have bent my energies. 

Owing to various hindering causes, Professor Bingham, the 
countv examiner, was with me very little— less than one day in 
all. However, he manifested an interest in the normal m various 
wnys, and wns helpful. 

Amon^ the obstacles were two worthy of mention, perhaps: 
n ) The work began so late that a large number of teachers were 
forced to leave us before the close in order to go to their schools: 
(2) this necessitated an examination, which took from the normal 
two or three days near the middle of the term, about one-third 
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of those in attendance. This very perceptibly affected the in- 
terest and success towards the close. Closing exercises at night 
were well attended and appreciated. 

Find copy of resolutions adopted by teachers on last day of 
session. Very obediently, 

J. W. C. GAEDNEK, Conductor. 

JACKSON COUNTY NORMAL. 

Dear Sir — Wliile the enrollment at the normal was not so 
good as I wijrhed, still I feel that the earnest work and regular 
attendance will compare favorably with our neighboring 
counties. We enrolled none but actual students. 

In language and school management we did extra work, and 
I think, great improvement will be the result in the district 
schools. 

Since most of the teachers in attendance had to be examined 
and since the county examiner had advertised his examination for 
the 2d find 3d days of July, I thought it best to give way to hiui 

on these last two davs. 

«/ 

The items to be reported are in tabulated form on the 
opposite page^ hence T do not deem it necessary to include them 
here. Respectfully submitted, 

C. T. TORREYSON, Conductor. 

JEFFERSON COUNTY NORMAL. 

We have enrolled twenty-nine females, three males; have 
taught tAventy days. Several have been in regular attendance 
who would not enroll, while several who enrolled did not 
attend. The work has been very pleasant to the conductor. He 
has found some first-class teachers, and all who have attended 
regularly haA^e done well. A small number on roll consists of 
young students of the high school, who recited in only a few 
classes. No country teachers were in attendance. This may be 
due to the high price of board in the city, and perhaps also to the 
fact that no manuals were distributed in Jefferson County.' The 
conductor had to make his own programme; but he commends 
the earnestness, diligence and efficiency of the teachers. It is im- 
possible to give any absolute grading, so a relative system is 
adopted, in which A may be considered to mean above 90, B 
above 80, C above 70, D above 60, etc. Even using this system, 
the grading is necessarily defective, but it is the most satisfactory 
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that can now be made. All the work in the "School Manage- 
ment" has consisted in talks; and only three or four took part in 
psychology. When a grade is left blank the teacher or pupil did 
not recite in that branch, or was not present long enough to be 
assigned a grade. 

Summary — ^We pronounce the work a success. Others have 
larger normals; few can be more interesting or have more enthusi- 
asm than we have had on the part of those present — members and 
visitors. Interesting addresses have been delivered by Professor 
Nickell, by A. B. Grace, Esq., on "Land Surveying." 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. D. CLARY, Conductor. 

JOHNSON COUNTY NORMAL. 

The conductor of the normal. Professor A. L. Peacher, 
gives statistics in the genej*al tabular statement on another page. 
He savs: "Much enthusiasm was manifested as the normal con- 
tinned. Teachers began to realize their responsibilities as they 
never had before. We were visited by leading citizens of the 
town, who gave us many words of encouragement." 

LAEAYETTE COUNTY NORMAL. 

You will find this report made out in full as indicated by 
yourself in its make-up. The teachers in this county are few in 
number, but I do not know of more progressive teachers any- 
where. The interest in the normal here is very great, especially 
among the teacliers. Tliey have to-day passed resolutions, which 
will be forwarded to you later, and which will fully explain 
themselves. I wish to mention especially Professor J. E. John- 
ston and Hon. William Warren, who have been of much help to 
me in the work here. 

On the sixth day of the term Professor T. A. Futrall was in 
the normal and spoke at length upon "How to Teach the Country 
School." The value of his talk cannot be estimated. 

ALLEN WINHAM, Conductor. 

• LAWRENCE COUNTY NORMAL. 

I respectfully submit the foregoing and the following re- 
ports of Lawrence County Normal: 
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The letter and spirit of all requirements were carried out as 
far as practicable, but algebra was not taught because I found 
that a majority of the teachers had not studied the subject at all, 
and therefore'^could accomplish very little in the short space of 
a month. With this exception, we did all the work outlined in 
the manual. 

There was a good class of teachers in attendance. They 
took a working interest throughout. Much practical work was 
given them, so that they gained power and skill as well as knowl- 
edge of the branches. 

Eesolutions were passed indorsing the county normal sys- 
tem and memorializing the legislature of 1897 in behalf of con- 
tinuing the normals for two more years. 

K. M. COPEKHAVER, Conductor. 

LEE cou:nty normal. 

The Lee County Normal began on Monday, July 13, with 
a good attendance. The organization and classification of the 
country school was thoroughly explained, after which a country 
school was organized and classified, the programme arranged and 
regular work in the first grade begun. We were fortunate in 
having model classes in the first and second grades. It was in- 
deed a living picture of how a solid granite foundation is laid 
upon which a substantial, beautiful superstructure may be 
reared. AEany of the pupils attended the entire term, while 
others attended only five or ten days. If appearances were not 
misleading, the interest manifested was all that could be desired. 
Some of the most intelligent teachers in the Statef were in attend- 
ance and aided the instructor greatly in his labors. One half of 
each day from the beginning was devoted to the higher branches 
included in the school curriculum. Our average attendance is 
about 40 per cent better than last year. Teachers who will ride 
from twelve to twenty miles every morning, with the ther- 
mometer langing from 9S to 104 degrees in the shade, must be 
in earnest about their work. 

The county normal is a success, and it is conceded by the 
foremost educators of this country that our efficient State Super- 
intendent has done more for the development of public education 
in Arkanse.s than all of his predecessors combined. 

T. A. rUTKALL, Conductor. 
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LITTLE RIVEK COUNTY NORMAL. 

No nonnal was held in this county in 1895, owing to indif- 
ferent conditions therein in regard to the nature and design of 
the system. In February, 1896, a teachers' institute was held 
at the county seat (Richmond) and the superintendent visited the 
meeting, in response to a request of the teachers and citizens. 
The importance and necessity of the normal school were set forth, 
and the subject was enthusiastically receiyed by all parties. It 
was agreed to give this county two months' normal, which was 
done, supplementing the State fund by the Peabody fund. Pro- 
fessor L. E. Quinn was placed in charge, and made a great and 
lasting success. The attendance was steady and zealous, and the 
normal system was presented with such power and efficacy that 
the work was heartily indorsed by teachers and citizens. See 
statistical report in the tabular statement on normal work. 

LINCOLN COUNTY NORMAL. 

The interest manifested was very much greater than last 
year. The improvement in method was very noticeable, while 
school management has received not so much attention and seem& 
to have been ^ery much neglected. This report was made from 
two days' actual examination. The teachers seem to be perfectly 
at home in the text-books used. But one teacher, had ever studied 
psychology, and he but little. I delivered twenty-one lectures 
on school management. The teachers gave public entertain- 
ments two nights each week, at which papers, essays and 
addresses filled the programme, all on pertinent subjects, con- 
nected with teaching. 

There is but little opposition to the normals, and that from 
a quarter which will not retard progress. There is a demand 
for good teachers, better than heretofore, while the supply is ex- 
hausted, and there are several vacancies to be filled. 

The. people generally have watched the progress of the 
school with increasing interest. The deportment of the teachers 
was exceptional, J. W. THOMPSON, Conductor. 

LOGAN COUNTY NORMAL. 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
Logan County Normal, held at Magazine: 
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The school opened favorably May 25, mth an enrollment 
of sixty. Tho interest was good from the beginning and increased 
to the end. Professor »T. G. Chitwood, the county examiner, was 
present most of the time, and gave the teachers encouragement 
and the instructors valuable assistance. The teachers were eager 
to learn, and the following programme gave the opportunity: 

A. M. 

8 o'clock, first bell. 8 :25, opening exercises. 



8: 


45 


9:20 


zo:oo 


10:30 


10:45 


11:30 


12:00 


Hall 


Grammar 

(males) 

35 minutes 

Grammar 
(females) 




Spelling 

(all) 

30 minutes 


Recess 


Arithmetic 

(girls) 
45 minutes 

Arithmetic 
(boys) 


Civil Gov. 

(alternat'g) 

30 minutes 

LandSurv'y 




Arbuckle .... 


45 minutes 

Geography 
(alU 


Noon 















P. 


M. 










1:30 


2:00 


2:30 


3:00 


3:20 


3:50 


4:30 


Hall 


Physiology 

(all) 
30 minutes 




History 

(all) 


Recess 




Psychology 


Methods 


Arbuckle ... 


30 minutes 

Reiiding 
(all) 


Algebra 











We tried to make the normal a model school in organiza- 
tion, disciijline and methods of instruction. During study, 
whispering was entirely suppressed. In the movement of the 
school or class there was regularity and harmony. Punctuality 
was practiced, and the pupils put through the details of school 
work. I have never met a more agreeable body of teachers. 

The resolutions adopted show their sympathy with the pro- 
gressive spirit of the age. I'he enrollment was ninety-nine, and 
the average daily attendance seventy-one. Several did not enroll 
until the second or thii'd week, yet the regnilarity was excellent, 
being 93 per cent of those belonging. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HUBERT J . HALL, Conductor. 
JNO. G. CHITWOOD, Examiner Logan County. 
Per D. L. Z. CHITWOOD. 



LONOKE COUNTY NORMAL. 

In compliance with your requirements, I herewith submit a 
report of the normal which I conducted in Lonoke County: 

Wlule the enrollment has not been quite so large as we de- 
sired or expected, it has been our pleasant task to deal with an 
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excellent body of teachers. Tliey have been earnest, attentive 
and diligent Ihronghont the session and it is my opinion that the 
time has been botli pleasantly and profitably spent by them.^ 

In these summer scliools we have to deal with two distinct 
classes of teachers, one of whicli attends that they may be in- 
structed in the subject-matter of the common school branches, 
the other that they may learn of modem and improved methods 
of teaching and of pedagogical science. We have endeavored to 
satisfy the demands of both these classes by introducing or illus- 
trating our method of teaching each branch while discussing the 
subject-matter of tjie same. 

It is my opinion that no plan could have been devised that 
will redound more to the permanent good of all our schools than 
the estaWishment of these normal schools in every county in our 
State. The only regret is that every teacher in the State does 
not avail himself of the opportunities for improvement thus 
generously offered by the State. 

In conclusion, I desire to thank the county examiner of 
Lonoke County for many courtesies shown me during the con- 
duct of the .school, and you, Mr. Superintendent, for valuable 
suggestions and advice in the conduct of this work. 

KespectfuUy submitted, 

J. II. HIKEMON, Conductor. 

MADISOIT COF^TY :N'0EMAL. 

The noj'mal was two or three weeks too late for the accom- 
modation of the teachei^s, as many of the schools were to begin 
thus eafly, else arrangements should hav^ been made for the 
schools to be postponed. The people of the county are still of 
the erroneous idea that their schools must be taught in the "sum- 
mer time." Our attendance the first two weeks was good, but 
perhaps there was more good done the latter part of the normal, 
as those then in attendance were the more interested. 

The county examiner is active and much interested in the 
welfare of the schools of the county. He is to be commended 
for his zeal. The teachers of the county are enterprising and 
think the day not far distant when the standard is to be raised. I 
recomn»en(l that these normals be continued, and that the 
directors be instructed to co-operate with the county examiner in 
arranging the time so as to accommodate as many teachers as 
possible. The professional men of the town have been quite 
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kind in assisting. The business men have encouraged u6 in many 
respects. All in all, the normal has been good. 

eT. W. BLANKINSHIP, Conductor. 

H. F. MIN TEKIf , Examiner Madison County. 

MARI02T COUNTY K-QRMAL. 

It affords me pleasure to report good results from the 
Marion Countv Normal. The teachers in attendance were 
earnest, industrious and conscientious. They realize their need 
of improvement and are willing to make sacrifices to obtain it. 
It is mucli to be regretted, however, that this spirit is not more 
general among the teachers of the county. It is believed that 
the work just closed will awaken them to a deeper sense of re- 
sponsibility, and arouse a more general desire for better work. 
The citizens of Yellville gave me a cordial reception and took a 
deep interest in the work of the institute. Many of them were 
frequent visitors, and a few became regular attendants. 

Both teachers and citizens are highly in favor of continuing 
the county normals, and both express high appreciation of the 
untiring and efficient efforts of our State Superintendent in 
behalf of education in our State. 

H. P. BUKISTIY, Conductor. 

H. H. POYNTEK, County Examiner. 

MILLER COUNTY NORMAL. 

I regret to note not only indifference, but actual opposition 
on the part of some directors to the normal school System. 
The county examiner, Mr. Winham, has done much to correct 
the erroneous impression entertained by some in regard to 
them (i. e., normals) and I am sure the results of the work done 
will go far towards removing the prejudice. 

In many districts the summer schools began on the same 
day the normals began, so that it was impossible for these 
teachers to attend. I found the teachers well prepared to teach 
arithmetic, grammar, geography, etc., but sadly deficient in 
English and literature. 

I take great pleasure in testifying to the very excellent 
work done by the eighth grade pupils of the Texarkana public 
school, under the tuition of Professor Allen Winham. 

The interest in the work upon the part of both pupils and 
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people increased 'daily, and I trust the success and permanency 
of the system is assured. 

QHAS. T. GOEDON, Conductor. 

ALLEN WINHAM, Examiner Miller County. 
Per C. T. G. 

MISSISSIPPI COU:ffTY NOEMAL. 

Tlie county normal of Mississippi County opened on June 
8 with a good attendance, but composed largely of young teach- 
ers. As a body, the teachers were interested, enthusiastic and 
diligent in the work. 

AYe followed as near as possible the syllabus furnished by 
the State, and where the plan of work could not be suited to the 
condition of the teachers we modified it in such a way as to con- 
tribute to the best interest of all concerned. 

I further endeavored to enlist all present and induce them 
to take a part in the proceedings. All long-winded discussions 
and caviling over minor points were discouraged and suppressed. 

I find the j^oung teachers especially backward in scholar- 
ship, but discontented with present attainments, and desiring to 
better their conditions. On every hand there is a strong sense 
of appreciation for the generous assistance the State is lending in 
this direction, and a continuation of the present policy of county 
normals will be looked upon v^dth grateful appreciation. 

Each week we got together the people of the community 
in entertainments given by the teachers. These helped to 
interest the people in teaching and normal work. 

B. D. EIVEES, Conductor. 
S. S. SEMMES, Examiner Mississippi County. 

MONEOE COUNTY NOEMAL. 

We began work with seven persons present, which looked 
very much like failure. During the term we enrolled thirty- 
three, considered a good attendance for this county. 

Average standing of whole school on subjects pursued 
was 93. 

We tried to do thorough work, and have never known 
teachers to manifest greater interest and apply themselves more 
studiously. We are pleased that out of threatened failure, 
with the valuable aid of County Examiner Ferguson and others, 
we are able to report a gratifying success. Professor W. L. Fer- 
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guson and his estimable wife, also an experienced and successful 
teacher, were with us during the entire normal. Teachers of 
Monroe County, with some exceptions, are not abreast of those 
of some other counties in methods and qualifications. It is 
hoped they will be favored with the services of a strong instruc- 
tor for their next term. The teachers are well aroused, and will 
go to their schools with increased interest and zeal. We assisted 
the teachers attending the normal in organizing a county teach- 
ers' association, which wall meet monthly to discuss educational 
subjects and methods. Professor J. T. Roach, principal of the 
Brinkley school, was chosen president, and that means success. 

Professor T. A. Futrall, State lecturer, visited us and gave 
us a plain, practical talk, which contributed to our success. 

Mom'oe has about thirty-five white teachers, hence it will 
• be seen that we had the presence of the greater part of them. 
Some were teaching during the session of the normal, and a few 
had gone out of the county, and others were absent unaccounted 
ifor. 

The normal was visited daily by citizens of the town and 
county. We put the stress of our work on the common school 
branches and on methods. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. A. KIMBROUGH, Conductor. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY NORMAL. 

The Montgomery County Normal began on the 8th day of 
June, and as the work of last year had made a favorable impres- 
&on upon the citizens of the county, there was a strong public 
st-ntimcnt in favor of normals. Each school board had 
urged the attendance of teachers. The more successful teachers 
were enthusiastic in their encouragement of their less favored 
brethren. To these facts I attribute our being able to begin with 
fifty-four teachers in attendance. This number was soon in- 
creased to sixty-five, and the interest grew each day. I was 
assisted by Professor C. A. McConnell, of Mount Ida, and Pro- 
fessor W. C. Crook, of Oden. 

Several class exercises in primary Avork,with young children 
as pupils, were given for the consideration- of the teachers, the 
instructor first calling attention to what he desired to accomplish 
and after the recitation discussing his method with the teachers. 

If our people were given an opportunity to vote upon the 
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continuance of the county normal they would exhibit the fact 
that they are almost a unit in its favor. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN L. McCOlirNELL, Conductor. 

NEVADA COUNTY NOEMAL. 

I herewith have the h6nor to present my report of the Ne- 
vada County Norma], which was held under my supervision, 
ably assisted by Professor Charles F. Newth, on the dates given 
in the body of the report. 

By consulting the statistics submitted you will find that our 
work was appreciated by the great body of the teachers, and 
that the influence of our normal attracted quite a number of 
teachers from the adjoining counties. The students were 
orderly, earaest and enthusiastic in their work, and on adjourn- 
ing passed complimentary resolutions on the system, requesting 
the superintendent to urge the next legislature to continue the 
necessary appropriation for two more years of county normal 
work. The teachers all realize the value and effectiveness of the 
system which has been inaugurated. 

W. C. PAEHAM, Conductor. 

CHAS. F. NEWTH, County Examiner. 

NEWTON COUNTY NOEMAL. 

The report of this normal will be found in the tabular 
statistics on another page. Professor J. E. Eoberts was the 
instructor. It was such a success that school was continued 
six weeks, one week paid for by private subscriptions of the 
teachers and citizens and one week at the expense of the Peabody 
fund. 

OUACHITA COUNTY NOEMAL. 

I have the honor to submit the following report in addition 
to the items alreadv enumerated: 

Of the twenty-three licensed teachers enrolled in the 
Ouachita County Normal nineteen hold first grade license, three 
second, and only one third. Hence it seems that the normal in- 
stitutes are failing to reach that class of teachers who need most 
their training, and for whom they were established. One way 
to insure the attendance of the low grade teachers would be to so 
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amend tlie laws that no one may receive more than two third 
grade licenses. Another would be to raise the standard by re- 
quiring an examination of teachers on some of the higher studies, 
such as Latin and algebra, by more rigid examinations on theory 
and practice, making it, instead of orthography, one of the test 
branches, and by more uniform and rigid grading on the part 
of the examiners. 

The people are beginning to -appreciate the advantages 
given their children by teachers who have attended the normal, 
and directors in selecting the best talent for their schools are giv- 
ing the preference to those who have the work at heart enough 
to attend the normal. 

The county examiner. Rev. D. B. Ramsey, and the citizens 
of Stephens have given the normal their hearty support. Some 
of those who opposed the system, now, after having seen the 
work, give it their unqualified indorsement. 

At the meetings of the literary society, organized in con- 
nection with the normal and for its benefit, we had some able 
lectures delivered to a full house — one by Rev. W. E. Boggs, of 
Camden, on "The Teacher in the Problem,'' another by Hon. 
J. W. AVarren, of New Lewisville. 

All in all, I consider the Ouachita County Normal a suc- 
cess. ALBERT F. RILEY, Conductor. 

D. B. RAMSEY, Examiner Ouachita County. 

PERRY COUNTY NORMAL. 

The principal reason for the rather small number of teach- 
ers enrolled the first week is that the time for holding the normal 
had been postponed, and some teachers were not able to arrange 
their home affairs in the time of the postponement and the open- 
ing of the normal. Again, the teachers in this county are paid 
such meager salaries that nearly all of them make a crop between 
their summer and winter terms. A great number of teachers 
who should have been in the normal were in the field. 

The interest in the work has been good — almost enthusi- 
astic. More attention was given to matter than to methods, but 
the outline was followed closely. 

All the teachers present expressed their determination to 
interview their representative as soon as elected, and urge him 
to use his influence for a larger appropriation for normal work. 

CARROLL F. ARMISTEAD, Conductor. 
JORDAN SELLERS, County Examiner. 
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PHILLIPS COUNTY NORMAL. 

The Phillips County Normal opened in Helena^ June 1, at 
the Jeffereon Public School Building. The enrollment was 
only nine the first day, but reached twenty-nine by the last week. 
Many of the teachers were sick most of the term, others some- 
what prone to neglect the opportunity offered them for improve- 
ment in their profession. 

The teachers who attended regularly and kept up with the 
work, were very enthusiastic in promoting the cause of education 
and expressed themselves as being greatly benefited by the 
month's work. 

We failed to do all the work outlined in- the syllabus, but en- 
deavored to use the methods in all we.did. We organized our- 
selves into an "Interrogation Society,'' and mutually agreed to 
give the "whys" and "wherefores" as near as possible for all the 
facts presented or theories advanced, thus getting at the underly- 
ing principles or causes of facts, as well as the facts themselves. 

In our opinion, the greatest defect in our normal system, 
as now carried on, is the lack of power to compel teachers to 
attend. Many do not consider it of much importance and come 
about a week and stop, or fail to come until the last week. It 
was an opinion among many of the prominent citizens that a 
compulsory system is desirable. 

The teachers in general are very well prepared for teach- 
ing, and Phillips County has some teachers that she may well 
feel proud to claim. 

O. W. GAEBNER, Conductor. 

C. P. SANDERS, Examiner Phillips County. 

PIKE COUNTY NORMAL. 

The report sent you herewith embraces the essential facts 
concerning our normal, which closed on the 6th of June. The 
interest continued good until the close. 

The educational interests of Pike are gradually developing. 
Great improvements have been made in the methods of teach- 
ing. 

The excellent manual of work furnished by you was fol- 
lowed closely. We cannot estimate the good and the general 
improvement normal schools accomplish. 

J. C. PINNIX, Instructor. 
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POmSETT COUNTY NORMAL. 

The small attendance here rendered the normal almost a 
failure; therefore this school strengthens the plea for compul- 
sory attendance. 

The indifference of the teachers^ however, is not chiefly to 
blame for the small number here. The time at which the school 
was held was the great trouble. 

The teachers of this county are not less in need of normal 
training than they of other counties, nor do I think they are 
more unwilling, to attend. The time alone prevented their 
attendance. A normal here at a suitable time to secure a full 
attendance would be of great value to the schools of the county. 

• C. E. MORRIS, Normal Conductor. 

POLK COUNTY NORMAL. 

Dear Sir — ^I opened thePolkCounty Normal for 1896 onthe 
18th day of May, and conducted the school one month, (twenty 
days) as required by law. The attendance was larger than I had 
anticipated, and the interest manifested by our teachers was ex- 
cellent. Owing to the youth and inexperience of many of our 
teachers, I put in about two-fifths of the working hours in reg- 
ular scholastic instruction, and the remaining three-fifths in 
proper normal work, using and emphasizing the most approved 
methods and text-books. 

Our teachers are a unit for the reenactment of the normal 
school law, and passed resolutions to that effect, which I will 
mail to you as soon as they are published here. In teaching I 
used the normal school itself as an illustrative model of an ideal 
free school, and after the recitation was over I often appointed 
some teacher to take charge of the school, as a class, and to re- 
peat the instruction. This plan aroused the interest and atten- 
tion of our teachers to the fullest extent. We did not have a 
great many visitors, as the farmers are very busy, but those we 
did have were intelligent and influential, and seemed to bo 
highly impressed with the usefulness of the work. The latest 
and best text-books on theory and practice of teaching, school 
management, etc., were used, and copiously quoted from. I am 
indebted to County Examiner Reeves for his intelligent assist- 
ance. The exercises outlined in your manual were followed seri- 
atim and the grading was done strictly and without favor. Trust- 
ing that this report may meet with your approval, I am, 

J. ESTES, Conductor. 
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POPE COUNTY NOKMAL. 

The Pope County Normal opened on Monday a;ftemoon, 
May 25, 1896, but no work was done until Tuesday morning, 
when the regular nonnal work was begun. 

There being two conductors, the work was divided as fol- 
lows: Professor E. L. Gatewood taking history, pedagogy, 
school management, physiology, algebra; A. S. Hays taking 
arithmetic, reading, spelling, civics and geography, also school 
calisthenics. 

We selected Professor J. H. Johnston as instructor in pen- 
manship, a place he is eminently qualified to fill. 

We were particularly fortunate in having Professor J. A. 
Evans, principle of Dover school, as instructor in grammar. 

Professor Will F. Turner gave lessons on the United States 
system of land surveys. 

Both conductors and pupils are under obligations to County 
Examiner J. T. Puckett for his attendance upon the normal and 
his encouragement in the work, as well as for valuable instruc- 
tion given in absence of regular conductor. 

A literary and debating society was conducted by the pupils 
of the normal and aroused no little degree of enthusiasm. 

A number of lectures were given by prominent citizens dur- 
ing the session, which were both entertaining and instructive. 

One feature of the work particularly emphasized by the 
conductors was the half -hour's open session, or discussion of per- 
tinent school subjects. This was the first period of the day after 
the chapel services. The hours of work were: 8:30 a. m. (two 
weeks) 8 a. m. (two weeks) to 12 m.; 1:15 p. m. to 4:30 p. m. 
The hour for dismissal was generally 6:30 p. m. 

E. L. GATEWOOD, 
A.S.HAYS, 

Conductors. 
J. T. PUCKETT, Examiner of Pope County. 

PKAIEIE COUNTY NOEMAL. 

As conductor for the County Normal Institute for Prairie 
County, I have the honor to present this, my general report, of 
the work done: 

I came liere and opened the work on May 4, 1896, at your 
behest, with an enrollment of fifteen, only three of whom were 
licensed teacherS; and four of this number were even less than 16 
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years of age, and not sufficiently advanced for the course 
prescribed. 

I found the people a little disappointed in their expecta- 
tions, and some of them correspondingly indifferent — some ex- 
pecting one and some another to be sent to them as conductor for 
thje work. 

I have been hospitably received and well treated by the 
citizens of TIazen and the county in general, so far as I have had 
the pleasure and good fortune to meet them and form !heir ac- 
quaintance. And gradually the disappointed ones have warmed 
to me and become interested and friendly to the work, so that 
the attendance has steadily grown in numbers to an enrollment 
of (29) twenty-nine; and interest in the work on the part of the 
class has been more than ordinary — the average daily attendance 
being nineteen and nine-tenths — and many expressions of con- 
gratulation and appreciation have been bestowed iipon^s by citi- 
zens and members of the class, for which we are in turn very 
grateful. We have been able to hold to the last day all who have 
enrolled that were prepared for the course, except those who 
were kept away by reason of sickness of person or family. 

The full course, as indicated in the Manual for Countv or 
Normal Institutes (issued by you) was given, including algebra 
and civil government; and the outline in said manual has been 
followed in the main — being most eminently suited to the work 
in hand. The drill, discussion and lecture methods of recitation 
beii^ig alternated with the question method as occasion required. 
The work on reviews has been principally written with a view to 
getting accurately and fairly the relative standing of pupils on 
the branches of the course. In the oral work, the direct and in- 
direct, analytic and synthetic and Socratic methods of teaching 
have been employed, as occasion required; and these methods 
explained, clearly illustrated and forcibly impressed npon the 
minds of the class by daily use. All pnpils have taken the full 
course, except as to algebra, in which there were fifteen, and 
psychology, in which there were nineteen, being the only ones 
who were supplied with text-books, but entire class has had 
benefit of lectures npon this branch. Every branch of the course 
h^s been completed in as thorough a manner as previous knowl- 
edge of the subjects on the part of pupils and the brief time 
allotted would permit. 

I cannot close this report without a brief acknowledgment 
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of my indebtedness to Professor D. S. Harris, County Examiner, 
for his kind assistance and hearty co-operation. 
I am, most respectfully, 

WM. T. HAMMOCK, Conductor. 

D. S. HAKRIS, Examiner Prairie County. 

PULASKI COUITTY NORMAL. 

At the conclusion of my work in the Pulaski County 
Normal, beginning J ime 8 and ending July 3, 1 have the follow- 
ing report to make: 

The work began under the conductor, assisted by Professor 
C. L. Sampson, who gave over his work at the end of the week 
to Professor 1-ouis Ehoton, who in turn placed Professor E. W. 
Gudger in charge of his line of work at the close of three days. 
The circumstances leading to the changes are well known to the 
department, so I need not make further note of them here, 
simply saying with reference to same that the institute suf- 
fered no inconvenience by the changes, and the work was 
continued without any break in same. 

The fact that an examination was held during the first week 
of the institute for the city teachers, another at the close of the 
second week for the countv teachers, and that the State Teachers' 
Association, which was attended by many of the teachers, 
convened the third week, \vdil accoimt in some measure for the 
disparity between enrollment and daily attendance. 

The teachers were ujiiformlv courteous and considerate, 
willing to do any work assigned them, and, at the conclusion of 
the normal, \oted same a success, and expressed themselves in 
favor of a further appropriation by the coming legislature for the 
continuance of normal work. 

Pei;mit me, in closing, to thank you for the pleasant field 
assigned jne in which to labor, and to assure you that my best 
wishes are for the success of the normals under your able admin- 
istration. Very truly, 

J. J. DOTNE, Conductor. 

R. H. PARHAM, Examiner Pulaski County. 

RANDOLPH COUNTY NORMAL. 

At tlie close of the Randolph County Normal I have the 
following to say: 
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The numLer enrolled is not so large as last year, but the 
number of teachers enrolled is possibly greater. All who are 
enrolled are teachers, or expect to teach, except four. 

Special attention was given to English and school manage- 
ment. Professor W. L. Skaggs delivered a number of very in- 
structive lectures on pedagogy, which Avere highly appreciated 
by the teachers. Professor J . C. Miller gave valuable assistance 
and lent much toward the success of the work. 

The teachers acquitted themselves well, and manifested 
much interest in the work. They expressed themselves highly 
indorsing the normal and voted same a success. I must say that 
I am pleased with their efforts, and that I accomplished more 
during the normal than I had even hoped to accomplish. I be- 
lieve the work will prove a benediction to the teachers of 
Randolph County. 

Resolutions were adopted by unanimous vote indorsing the 
normal system, and recommending another appropriation by our 
State legislature for the continuance of same. M^ith a few ex- 
ceptions, I find the people indorse the normal system and 
approve Its perpetuation. 

Thanking you for the confidence you have bestowed on me 
and for the pleasant work you saw fit to give me, and trusting 
that I may merit further favor at your hand, I beg to be. 

Most truly, 

J. II. CROXDALE, Conductor. 

SALINE COUNTY NORMAL. 

This normal was opened on May 25 and closed on June 19, 
1896, with an enrollment of fifty-two, and an average attendance 
of thirty-eight. The teachers have all taken a lively interest in 
the work, hfiving pledged themselves in the beginning J;o make 
an honest efi'ort to do any work that was assigned them. It has 
been our plan to appoint some one of the teachers to conduct a 
recitation, followed by a criticism and disciission of his plans, in 
which all the teachers would take part. 

Public addresses were had on Monday and Friday nights of 
each week. The teachers were inspired and the general public 
enlisted in the eftorts that are being made to raise the standard 
of education in our State. 

"We were visited by citizens from all sections of the county, 
who expressed their approval of the work, and their desire that 
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the normals be continued; we were also visited by the State 
Superintendent, Hon. Junius Jordan, who gave us a touch of 
inspiration that continued to take deeper root every day. 

We believe that these normals have repaid the State ten- 
fold, and most heartily recommend their continuance, and also 
the establishment of a State Normal College; we are also con- 
vinced that it Avould result in great benefit to the educational 
progress of the State to have county superintendents instead of 
count V examiners. 

Kesolutions were j^assed by the teachers at the close of the 
normal, copies of which have been foi'warded to the State Super- 
intendent's office. S. E. I.. BEOWISr, Conductor. 

SCOTT COUNTY NOKMAL. 

In making my general report of Scott County Normal I 
would say ihat from the first the teachers and students were in- 
dustrious and endeavored to gain the best methods. I found some 
good oral spellers among the teachers, but very few of them were 
well up in the sounds of the letters and marks. Very few of 
them had any particular method in arithmetic. Those who at- 
tended most of the time improved well on spelling and arith- 
metic. Many of the teachers seem to have no ambition beyond 
getting a certificate and a school. Some were sick and many were 
farming. We had quite a number of visitors, who seemed to be 
well pleased with the workings of the school. 

Professor Hall authorized me to admit all who could take 
the public school branches. Several who have no certificates are 
wanting to teach subscription schools this summer. 
Eespectfully, 

W. W. LUNDY, Conductor. 

HUBERT J. HALL, Examiner Scott County. 
By L. W. FATE, D. E. 

SEAKCY COUNTY NOEMAL. 

I herewith submit my report of normal work in Searcy 
County: 

While the normal has not been so well attended as it was 
hoped, yet I feel that it has been successful. I am not satisfied 
Avith my o'^^vn work, but the work of the teachers, as a rule, has 
been very good indeed. Some things have hindered us. Many 
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of the teachers are "making crops," and owing to abundance of 
rain and to the fact that wheat harvest was on hand, the attend- 
ance was somewhat irregular. Another trouble was measles in 
Marshall. Several more would have attended but for fear of 
measles. Too much credit cannot be given County Examiner 
HoUabaugh for his work in the county. He was in almost 
constant attendance, giving assistance in many ways. 

"We had some lectures by different gentlemen, and the 
students did some extra literary work^ At the close, a Searcy 
Teachers' Association was duly organized, with every indication 
of good work. We followed your manual very closely in all 
work. There seems to be a strons: sentiment in favor of continu- 
ing the normals. With best wishes I am, very truly yours, 

T. F. ALLBRIGHT, Conductor. 

S. E. HOLT.ABAUGH, Examiner Searcy County. 

SEBASTIAN COUNTY NOEMAL. 

I have the honor to make the following report of the Sebas- 
tian County Normal, held at Buckner College, Witcherville, 
commencing June 8 and closing July 3, 1896. The work done 
during the normal was in accord with the manual, with an addi- 
tion of one lesson each day, which was known as the grade lesson. 
This lesson was written out in full, and while it was a review of 
the work gone over, it also contained practical questions in psy- 
chology, English grammar and test problems in arithmetic. 
Especial attention was given to primary work and methods of 
recitation. Nothing, however, was more interesting than the 
diacritical marks and the dissertations on pronunciation in con- 
nection with the reading lessons. The entire normal was formed 
into one class, and while it was a severe mental task on the part 
of the conductor to keep all grades interested and animated at 
the same time, yet is was largely to the interest of the younger 
teachers to have the benefit of listening to the work and talks of 
the more accomplished teachers. Pedagogy and school manage- 
ment received considerable attention, often bringing about in- 
structive lectures upon methods advocated by the more experi- 
enced teachers. Three interesting and highly instructive lectures 
on physiology and hygiene were delivered before the nor- 
mal by Dr. Osbum, of Dayton; also pertinent addresses on edu- 
cation in general by Hon. John Tatum, M. Cornish, Hon. John 
S. Little and our State Superintendent. 
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Taken all together, tlie normal was four weeks of arduous, 
constant labor, in which the teachers engaged with a zeal I have 
seldom if ever seen surpassed, the effects of which will be visible 
in our silinmer schools. I feel that I would not do the teachers 
of Sebastian County justice were I to close this report without 
allusion to their earnest desire to meet the approbation of our 
esteemed and worthy State Superintendent. Having all confi- 
dence in his ability to lead them into a higher sphere in their 
profession, their only desire is to meet his approval in their 
efforts to go up higher. Hoping that our work will meet with 
your approval, I remain truly yours, 

J. B. WILLIAMSON, Conductor. 

J. B. WILLIAMSON, Examiner Sebastian County. 

Addendum — ^The secretary has not as yetfumished me with 
the resolutions. I suppose they will be in printed form. I will 
forward them when received. J. B. W. 

SEVIER COUNTY NOEMAL. 

Sir — ^I herewith submit my report for the Sevier County 
Normal: 

The non^ial was opened May 25 by County Examiner 
J. B. Martin, who addressed the teachers in a very earnest man- 
ner upon the benefits of the normal, and the necessity of regular 
attendance. T then took charge and organized the normal. The 
teachers entered at once into the work with considerable interest. 
I pursued a different plan from that usually followed by normal 
instructors. I had the teachers prepare the material necessary 
for object teaching and required them to take this material with 
them to their schools. I also had them mold in sand, relief maps 
of North and South America, Europe and Asia, and requested 
them to outline the principal rivers and place pegs where the im- 
portant cities- are situated, giving reasons for importance and 
what has contributed to their growth. I found this plan very 
interesting and instructive to the teachers. It was not so much 
seeing, but doing. The teachers remarked that this is a work- 
ing normal. We had a great many visitors, who seemed very 
much interested in the work and expressed themselves enthusi- 
astically. I think the normal was a success. I refer you to 
resolutions j^assed by the teachers. 

I thank you for the appointment. Fifteen years ago when 
I came to this State and began teaching, I found little interest 
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manifested in the public schools, miserable schoolhouses, with no 
furniture, charts, maps or globes. Now a rapid transformation 
is taking place. I think much of it is due to your interest and 
enthusiasm. May the next two years of your administration be 
productive of greater results. 

Kespectfully submitted, 

T. H. WHEAT, Conductor. 

J. B. MAKTllSr, Examiner Sevier County. 

SHARP COUNTY NORMAL. 

The Sharp County Normal at Hardy opened June 15 with 
a good attendance the first week, thirty-six enrolled. The sec- 
ond week was still better, about forty in attendance. Owing 
to the excessive hot weather and sickness among the teachers, the 
attendance was not so large during the last two weeks. There 
was a growing interest in the work during the whole time, and 
a marked improvement in the branches taught. 

Good order and attention prevailed during all the session, 
though there was not as much preparation outside of school as 
I wanted, which was due to local attractions. 

County Examiner D. C. Billingsley could not be with us 
much of the time on account of sickness in his family; however, 
he was much interested in the success of the normal, and did all 
in his power to secure a good attendance of the teachers of the 
county. 

I gave special attention to those subjects in which I found 
the teachers most lacking — ^penmanship, language lessons and 
primary work in arithmetic. If we can have this normal work 
continued, and in addition to this county superintendence, these 
defects could soon be remedied. 

The visit and lecture of our State Superintendent was pro- 
ductive of much good. 

I was unable to secure lectures from local talent. 

There was a goodly number of visitors during the session, 
who seemed interested in the work. 

I. K. HOOPER, Conductor. 

D. C. BILLINGSLEY, Examiner Sharp County. 

ST. FRANCIS COUNTY NORMAL. 

The St. Francis County Normal was opened on May 25 
with six teachers present. It continued in session from day 
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to day and increased in numbers and interest until tlie enroll- 
ment readied twenty-three, and the interest was so great that 
many present wished for a longer term. The irregularity of at- 
tendance shown by the enclosed report is due largely to sickness, 
but partly to the necessity of teachers to stay in their respective 
schools. 

County Examiner J. B. Sanders was present a part of almost 
every day, thus showing an interest in the work, which was 
greatly appreciated by both teachers and instructor. The 
teachers are f oimd more deficient in English and history than in 
other branches. They are generally better qualified to teach 
arithmetic than anything. Among some there is a great de- 
ficiency in method, many having never studied any work on 
teaching, but of this number, five bought during the term a copy 
each of White's Pedagogy. 

Some of the professional men of the city, especially Doctors 
White and Massy, took great interest in the work. Passed reso- 
lutions of thanks at the close. 

GEO. R. HOPKINS, Conductor. 

J. B. SANDEES, Examiner St. Francis County; 

STONE COUNTY NOEMAL. 

The session of the normal school at Mountain View, which 
has just closed, has been characterized by earnest effort and con- 
stant study on the part of the pupils in attendance. 

The smallness of the enrollment has but been the means of 
increasing the individual benefit to each one present, without in 
the least causing any abatement of the energy of either pupils 
or instructor. Had the session been opened two weeks earlier, 
a larger attendance would have resulted. The unusual lateness 
of the crops this year has prevented many farmer-teachers irona 
forsaking the pursuit of the plow for the pursuit of knowledge. 

Stone County is small in the number of her teachers, and 
they have not yet felt the enthusiasm resulting from frequently 
gathering together to discuss their work; but it is to just such 
counties that these normals prove to be greatest blessings, bring- 
ing a fresh love of the cause of education and a renewed self-con- 
fidence to the teachers, as well as new methods and an enlarged 
knowledge. Each teacher leaving these normal schools will 
carry into his school work ample evidence of their efficiency, and 
will thereby demonstrate the advisability of their continuance. 
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I herewitli submit my report of the attendance, standing, 
etc., of each pupil of the Stone County Normal. 

J. W. KUYKENDALL, Conductor. 
J. N. CRAIG, County Examiner. 

UNION COUNTY NORMAL. 

While I could feel better satisfied, yet on the whole, I feel 
much gratiiied and greatly encouraged with the results of my 
labors among the teachei-s of Union County. Our enrollment 
the first day was forty — a number in excess of the entire enroll- 
ment last year. The active support of the county examiner and 
the growth of the interest in the normal work are two of the 
factors that brought about this decided improvement. By en- 
rolling several ^dsitors, who really took great interest in the work, 
some of whom were almost regular in their attendance, our en- 
rollment would have reached sixty-five, and our average daily at- 
tendance would have been several more. As it was our enroll- 
ment reached fifty-five and our average thirty-seven, a number 
corresponding to the number of licensed teachers enrolled. In 
making out the report on the opposite page I was unable to give 
official figures concerning the number of licensed teachers in the 
county. The present county examiner has licensed forty white 
teachers, and his predecessor could only give me a conjecture, 
but I thinlc the number given will cover the item of information. 
The small number can be accounted for in various ways. There 
are several more yet to be examined; a great many schools in the 
county are taught by teachers from other counties. The Septem- 
ber examinations will bring many of these to the front. 

On account of several schools commencing somewhat early 
the examinations had to be held at the regular time. If our 
work had commenced one week earlier, our enrollment would 
have been some greater and our average much better. A com- 
bination of circumstances lowered the attendance considerably 
the last week. The educational interests of Union County are 
being pushed. The teachers in attendance at the normal were en- 
thusiastic. A more attentive and earnest body I never met. An 
organization has been completed among the teachers and its 
leaders are full of hope. Great interest in the normal work has 
been manifested by the people of this community and the 
directors of the county have been aroused as never before. 

R. A. HEARON, Instructor. 
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VAN BUREIT COUJS^TY NORMAX. 

Dear Sir — ^I lierewith send you my report of the Normal 
school of Van Bnren Comity lor i6\)i): 

The normal convened at Clinton, June 8, with forty-three 
teachers present. This number was increased from day to 
day till seveiity-tiiree teacliers were enrolled. This number in- 
cludes all the active teachers in the county and several who have 
never taught, but wish to prepare themselves for the profession. 
1 found tlie teachers here, in most cases, pretty well aroused over 
the cause, and can vouch for it that a higher zeal and a more 
progressive spirit is manifested now tlian ever before in the 
county. A great many of our teachers are farmers, and hence 
just at this season of the year they cannot lay aside their farm 
interests to attend the normal the full time. But in most cases 
the teachers have pledged themselves to make allowance for the 
normal next year and to attend the full term. 

We have devoted the full time to the common school 
branches, there being a great deficiency in them, while the sub- 
jects of algebra and psychology were, by the expressed will of 
the teachers, taught only in part. Special attention hsts been 
given the subjects of school management, general information, 
and methods of teaching from a psychological standpoint. By 
such an aiTangement we are sure the greater good has been de- 
rived by the greatest number. Seven and one-half hours each 
day has been devoted to actual work, with valuable assistance 
from Examiner E. Hackett, Miss Katy B. Williams, of North 
Little Rock, and others. Hon. Sam AV. Simpson, of Clinton, 
favored the teachers with an excellent address on the school law 
as it pertains to the teachcsr and his work. We were unable to 
obtain other local assistance, as we desired to do, but so far as 
possible, we have given special attention to subjects of general in- 
terest to the teachers. We regard the work done to be admirably 
suited to the teachers' needs. 

Respectfully submitted, 

G . S. MIjS^MIER, Instructor. 

AYASHmGTOX C0U:N^TY Is^ORMAL. 

After twenty days of successful work the Washington 
County N'ormal closed July 16. Through the kindness of the 
local authorities of the A. I. IT. we had the use of two rooms and 
some valuable apparatus of the State University, othervvise we 
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could not have accommodated the attendance of nearly 200. 
Your syllabus of work was followed in detail, with more atten- 
tion to methods than to subject-matter of the text-book. Every 
feature of school life and work, as seen bv the teacher, was pre- 
sented in an objective form, the normal being a living example 
of the model school. More than the usual interest was mani- 
fested, and notwithstanding the fact that many had been in at- 
tendance at the University the past session, they expressed 
regrets that the normal could not be continued for a longer term. 
At the close the following recommendations were made for the 
improvement of the schools: 

"We earnestly petition our State legislature, (1) to make 
an appropriation for the continuance of the county normal; (2) 
to adopt a uniform series of text-books throughout the State; 
(3) to submit an amendment to the constitution raising the State 
school tax to 4 mills, and removing the 5 mill limit to the local 
tax; (4) to take steps for establishing a State Normal for white 
teachers; (5) to require applicants for first grade license to be ex- 
amined in algebra, civil government and psychology; (6) to es- 
tablish the office of County Superintendent of Education; (Y) to 
pass a law for the pajonent of the interest due the public schools. 
The fact that this interest has been accumulating for twenty 
years, and now amounts to nearly $400,000, is a matter of too 
great importance, both from a business standpoint and as a mat- 
ter of justice, to be longer neglected." 

It is with feelings of deep regret that we take leave of the 
band of able teachers. Personally, we are grateful to each 
teacher for his courtesy and kindness, and for the readiness each 
manifested in doing the work required. To the citizens of Eay- 
etteville, the Athens of the Mississippi Yalley, for their kind 
words of approbation and encouragement, many of whom visited 
the normal, we have a feeling of inexpressible gratitude. Be- 
sides the opportunities for review and the lessons in methods of 
instruction and school government, which will bear better fruits 
in better teachers in better schools, the normal also creates in the 
public mind a deeper love for popular education. "We trust that 
with this love will come a growth of sentiment that will give the 
public school a larger revenue, a longer term and a more efficient 
system of school supervision. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. E. HOWELL, 
HUBERT J. HALL, 

Conductors. 
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WHITE COUNTY NOKMAL. 

We hereby submit the within report of the White Comity 
Normal, held at Searcy, Ark., commencing May 25, and closing 
June 19, 1896. We respectfully call attention to the fact that, 
with few exceptions, and those mainly on account of sickness, the 
teachers attended regularly after once enrolling, and that the 
institute increased in interest and numbers until the last day. 

On the preceding pages will be found the names of forty- 
nine visitors, added to this, Professor Eutrall, of Marianna, Ark., 
gave us a most excellent lecture on school management and 
teachers' duties, felso Professor Boice, of the Jamestown Normal, 
gave us two hours of institute work. Doctors Stayton and 
Smith, of Searcy, kindly gave us a series of lectures on 
physiology and hygiene. 

Our attendance of teachers at the close was full, all of 
whom seemed in hearty sympathy with the normal work, as ia 
evidenced by the accompanying resolutions. 

G. W, NEWTON, 

T. B. WINSTON, 

Conductors. 

H. A. SMITH, Examiner White County. 

WOODKUFE COUNTY NOEMAL. 

Inclosed please find report of normal held at Augusta, in 
Woodruff County. The attendance has not been as good as it 
might have been. We have been hard at work and have dis- 
couraged attendance other than for actual work; No visitors or 
onlookers have been enrolled. The teachers say that they have 
been very much benefited. They have done some good work 
both in and out of the schoolroom. The normal closed at the 
end of the nineteenth day, that County Examiner Moorman may 
hold his examination before 4th of July, and that I may do same 
in Jackson County. 

Professor Eutrall visited us while we were in session, and we 
were very much entertained and instructed by his lecture. Pro- 
fessor Moorman, County Examiner, has been with us as much as 
he could be and has aided us in every way. The people of 
Augusta have been kind.in many ways... The school board gave 
us use of the school building. 

, , .D. L. PAISLEY, Conductor. 

WILL MOOKMAN, Examiner Woodruff County. 
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YELL COUi^TY NORMAL. 

^tformal opened with forty-five and rapidly increased in 
attendance. Teachers became intensely interested immedi- 
ately upon entrance and the enthusiasm lasted till the very last 
day. Professor P. L. Burrow, of Dardanelle, came to my assist- 
ance the third week, and did very satisfactory work. Teachers 
were thoroughly imbued with county normal idea, and expressed 
themselves in a strong resolution, urging our next general as- 
sembly to make further appropriations for county (not State) 
normals. The county normal reaches the mass of teachers, while 
the State normal would reach only a few, and those few might 
take advantage of the college or university, as well as the State 
normal.* 

Under "Items to be Reported" in giving the nnmber of 
licensed teachers in the county, we gave the number before the 
June, 1896, examination, which was eighty-seven. The number 
after the June examination was 115. This difference is largely 
due to the fact that measles at the county seat prevented many 
from attending the March examination. 

J. II. REYlSrOLDS, Conductor and County Examiner. 



Chapter X. 



:fTEGKO NOKMALS, 1895, 1896. 

Fifteen normals for negroes were lield in 1895, and by the 
aid of the Peabody fund, twenty-six were held in 1896. The 
statistics of attendance and success appear in the tabular state- 
ment on county normal schools. I give herewith reports of con- 
ductors for 1896. The same general characteristics of success 
appeared in the schools of 1895, with the exception that the sys- 
tem was more systematically and thoroughly organized and con- 
ducted during 1896. More time was given for preparation, and 
the experiences of the first year were safe guides for improve- 
ment for the second year. 

These schools were visited by Professors T. A. Futrall and 
H. A. Nickell, as lecturers and inspectors, and they devoted 
much time to ad^dsing, improving and making thorough the 
management and course of instruction at the hands of the con- 
ductors. The various reports are subjoined herewith. Tne 
schools were taught in every instance by negro teachers, and the 
greatest care was exercised in their selection. 

NEGKO NOKMAL, ARKANSAS COUNTY. 

The Arkansas County Colored Normal Institute com- 
menced in DeWitt, July 8, 1896, and continued in session twenty 
days, including the days of examination for license to teach in 
the public schools of the State. There were many apparent dis- 
couragements, but the enrollment and interest increased from 
first to last. The following is the enrollment by weeks: First 
week, seventeen; second week, twenty-two; third week, twenty- 
six; fourth week, fifty-five. Much credit is due the county ex- 
aminer, I. C. Gibson, who is principal of the public schools of 
the county seat (DeWitt), a man of ability and worthy honor, 
for his zeal, manifested by his work for the success of the normal. 
His wisdom and counsel are hereby commended. The interest 
manifested, the work done and members enrolled were due to 
him. The blanks furnished by the State ^vere in use and the 
manual was followed, with a few exceptions, including higher 
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mathematics. Local talent was employed. The lectures on 
school management were of such a nature as to arouse deep and 
lasting interest in the breast of the teachers to a greater sense of 
the responsibility of their positions as ones imparting instruction, 
setting examples — custodians of the future welfare of the youth 
of the community — training the futm-e citizen, soldier, states- 
man, etc. Lectures were given on important subjects. Among 
those given was one by Professor I. C. Gibson, which had at once 
a telHng effect on the teachers, and mil tell on the schools of 
Arkansas County for good. A teachers' institute, to convene 
every quarter, was organized, the teachers pledging to attend 
regularly. 

The teacher normals are an especial blessing to this part of 
the State and should be encouraged. The influence of awakened 
teachers reaches further than schoolhouse bounds. It is felt in 
more than the youth within the sound of his voice. The people 
are not aware of their power for good, and the legislature will do 
well to continue this appropriation, greatly enlarged. 
Respectfully submitted, 

LEWIS JOHNSTOI^, Conductor. 

I. C. GIBSON, Examiner Arkansas County. 

NEGEO NORMAL, BRADLEY COUNTY. 

W. 11. Gray was conductor of this normal. He speaks well 
of the success of the normal and compliments the county ex- 
aminer for his interest and work in behalf of the school. The 
attendance was larger than was expected and the teachers took 
great interest in the work. Statistical report is found in tabular 
statement of normal work. 

NEGRO NORMAL, CHICOT COUNTY. 

I have the honor to report the work done at the Chicot 
County Normal, Dermott, June 1 to 26, inclusive. Seventy- 
two teachers were in attendance during the session, five directors 
and a number of friends. The attendance would have been much 
more regular had it not been for changes in date. This was the 
largest attendance ever recorded at this place. Enrollment last 
year, forty-one. The teachers manifested much interest in the 
work, and gave assurance of much benefit. Each one used every 
effort to make this a success. 
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During the session there was organized a Teachers' Associa- 
tion for the teachers of Chicot and adjacent counties, to bo 
known as the Southwestern Teachers' Association, to meet 

monthly. 

Literary entertainments were held each Friday evening. 
These exercises were interesting and well attended by the citi- 
zens. We were favored with lectures from several of the 
prominent men of the State, repeatedly. Eriday, June 19, was 
devoted to the explanation of the school law. Several (of the 
county) directors were present and rendered much service. 

in conclusion, allow me to thank you sincerely, for your 
confidence in me in appointing me as a normal conductor, and 
to assure you that I have faithfully endeavored so to discharge 
the trust as to do the best possible service to the cause of educa- 
tion in our State, and thus reflect credit upon your administra- 
tion of your high office. 

T. G. CHILDRESS, Conductor. 

WM. B. STEEETT, Examiner Chicot County. 

» NEGEO NORMAL, COLmCBIA COLWTY. 

I have the honor to transmit to you my report of normal 
held at Magnolia, June 18. 

The normal was held in the building known as the Public 
High School, and the normal institute -was attended by quite a 
number of teachers, the entire enrollment being fifty-nine. The 
^eat effort put forth by the county examiner. Professor "W. 0. 
McKay, secured a larg^e attendance, and brought out not only 
nearly every teacher, but a large number of other persons also, 
who showed that they were friends of the normal work. Seven 
directors were enrolled in the normal. Normal work is very 
much needed by the mass of teachers of Columbia County. 
They need to know more about methods, ])lans and devices. All 
the branches laid dowTi in the manual were taught by the inter- 
rogative, illustrative, or topical method. More time was given 
to the study of grammar, orthography and arithmetic than to 
any of the other branches, and the most attention was paid to 
grammar. Our literaiy exercises, on each Eriday evening, were 
well attended. During the term of the normal the teachers were 
favored with several interesting and instructive lectures by Pro- 
fessors T. A. Eutrall, J. B. Smith and Rev. D. K. Turner, 
Great interest was manifested by the teachers from the opening 
of the normal UBtil the close. I feel confident of the fact that 
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the normal work has given the teachers new inspiration, and they 
have resolved to study as they have never studied before. 

I have tried to impress upon the minds of the teachers that 
development of moral character should be the chief aim of edu- 
cation^ and to this end the children of our State must be care- 
fully trained in the habits of punctuality, obedience, industry, 
truthfulness, and neatness. 

JAS. C. SMITH, Conductor. 

W. O. McKAY, Examiner Columbia County. 

NEGRO NORMAL, CRITTENDEN COUNTY. 

It was a very noticeable fact in my work this summer that 
the teachers who attended this normal were more earnest and 
determined on better professional training than they have been 
in former years. All seemed to value their work higher and to 
be impressed with a deep sense of the teacher's responsibility in 
the schoolroom. They were eager to learn the latest and best 
methods of instruction and discipline. 

I gave two public lectures at night, showing the relations 
that should exist between teacher, patron and pupil. The house 
was packed on both occasions. 

The public schools are the pride of the people of Crittenden 
County. Too much credit cannot be given to Major R. F. Crit- 
tenden, the efficient county examiner, for the educational mani- 
festation of the teachers of Crittenden Countv. 

Major Crittenden's influence was felt, heard or seen every 
day during the normal. Verily, the county examiner's office is 
not to be despised. 

The normal was visited by many of the best white people of 
the county. All spoke complimentary of the work being done, 
and encouraged us to go on to success and fame. Professor 
Perkins, principal of the white school at Crawfordsville, ren- 
dered valuable assistance to our normal. 

Among the institutions represented by the teachers I met 
were Southland College, Helena; Arkansas Baptist College, 
Little Rock; and Lemoyne Institute, Memphis. 

Resolutions were adopted thanking the State Superinten- 
dent, Hon. Junius Jordan, Major R. F. Crittenden, county exam- 
iner, and your humble servant, the conductor, for the benefits 
which this normal brought to the teachers of this county. The 
teachers present manifested much interest in the work through- 
out the month. Much attention was given to primary 
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studies, first as to tlie manner of teaching them, and second, as to 
the number to be taught at the same time. Special attention 
was given to this subject because so many of our teachers teach 
small children only reading and spelling. However, the sylla- 
bus was thoroughly completed. In conclusion, allow me to 
thank you sincerely for the renewed expression of your confi- 
dence in me in appointing me again a normal conductor, and to 
assure you that I have faithfully endeavored to so discharge the 
trust as to do the best possible service to the cause of education 
in our great State, and thus to reflect great credit upon your 
great administration of your high office. The work is done. 
I have tried to do my duty. If presents and flattering remarks 
count for anything, I have partially succeeded. I am with great 
respect, your obedient servant, 

J. H. BLOUNT, Conductor. 

R. r. CRITTENDEN, Examiner Crittendqn County. 

NEGRO NORMAL, CLARK COUNTY. 

The conductor of this school was A. W. Johnson. He 
makes a short report, saying that each teacher has expressed him- 
seK as being well satisfied with the normal work. As an evi- 
dence, resolutions were passed indorsing, the normal system, ask- 
ing for its continuance and speaking words of praise of the 
conductor. 

See statistical report in tabular statement of normal work. 

NEGRO NORMAL, CONWAY COUNTY. 

I herewith submit my report for the Conway County Col- 
ored Normal, just closed. 

The present session has been successful in almost every re- 
spect. In almost every case of irregular attendance the excuses 
have been reasonable. Some of the teachers are farmers, some 
liave had sickness in their families, and others have been sic>k 
themselves. 

Besides a large number of visitors from among the citizens 
of Morrillton and vicinity, we have had visits and lectures from 
the following distinguished gentlemen: Professor H. A. 
Nickell, of Ozark; Dr. C. CuUen, of Plummerville; Professor 
W. M. Wear, of Logan County; Professor J. E. Krox, of Little 
Rock; E. B. Meaders, of Solgohacie; and Hon. W. S. Hanna and 
Drs. J. H. Simpson and O. S. Burrows, of Morrillton. 
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The price charged here for board has in no case exceeded $8 
per month, while cases are numerous in which the price was less. 
The average standing of the whole normal, based on exami- 
nation of those attending during the last week, is 74 per cent. 

S. T. BOYD, Conductor. 
E. B. HEADERS, County Examiner. 

NEGEO NOEMAL, DEEW COUNTY. 

I have the honor to submit the following narrative report 
of the normal institute held in Monticello, June 1 to 26: 

First. Hours, 9 to 12:30; 1:30 to 4. 

Second. Studies. The ten branches specified in the regis- 
ter and the three additional ones mentioned in the manual, all 
received attention; but special attention was given to the more 
elementary branches, from my conviction that such would be the 
most profitable course. 

Third. Public meetings. The three available buildings, 
the A. M. E. Church, the First Baptist Church and the chapel 
of the Monticello Seminary, were all utilized and public meet- 
ings were held in each, which were addressed by leading citizens 
and myself. Weekly reports were furnished to the newspapei's. 

Fourth. Methods of instruction. These were generally of 
a monitorial nature. I had previously prepared a supply .of 
properly graded exercises, which were written upon the black- 
boards as needed. The institute was divided into five sections, 
with a leading teacher in charge of each, whose duty it was to 
inspect the work done and to report any case of difficulty. Spe- 
cial attention was paid to the style of the blackboard work done 
by students. It was required to be not merely correct, but con- 
cise, well arranged and seK-explanatory. 

General exercises. The sessions of the institute were 
opened and closed with vocal and instrumental music, and there 
were regular discussions of topics connected mth school inanage- 
ment, but the general tone of the work was that of a school, and 
not that of a debating or literary society. 

Eespectf ully submitted, 
__^ J. C. COEBIN, Instructor. 

NEGEO NOEMAL, GARLAND COUNTY. 

Our normal was a success from the beginning. With only 
thirteen teachers who held certificates, only eight of whom are 
actually engaged in teaching, we caught the entire town and held 
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it for sixteen days, at the end o£ which time the county examina- 
tion was held. This, together with my examination, which took 
place just after the county examination, caused quite a decrease 
in attendance, but the interest in the work by those who attended 
never abated. With this exception I never saw a normal so 
faithfully attended or more cordially supported by both teachers 
and public. I did most of the work myself, believing that it 
was wrong for an instructor to do his work by proxy. ilanv 
phases of the work that were new or imperfectly understood were 
brought out. The question was asked as to how many of the 
teachers knew how to find the G. C. D. and L. C. M. of fractions. 
Not one knew. Many similar questions were produced and 
discussed during the session. 

Methods and principles as laid down by the great masters 
were dwelt upon at every session. We believe a new impetus 
has been given to the work of the schoolroom, and that a deeper 
interest has been implanted in the hearts of all for higher and 
better work. 

We commend highly Professor J. A. Carr for assistance 
rendered during the earlier part of the work; also the presence 
and the encouragement given us by Judge A. Curl, president of 
the school board; Dr. R. H. Taylor, secretary of the school board; 
Superintendent and County Examiner G. B. Cook; Jack Page, 
attorney at law; Rev. T. H. Jackson, D. D., and many others. 

M. R. PERRY, A. M., Conductor. 

NEGRO NORMAL, HEMPSTEAD COUNTY. 

I have the honor to make the f oUowng report of the Pea- 
body Normal School for the Third Congressional District, con- 
ducted by me at this place, which conmienced on the 30th of 
March and ended on the 19th of June, 1896. 

The work was in accord with the syllabus prepared by you. 
Especial attention was given to the primary branches, and a reg- 
ular and systematic order of conducting recitations according to 
the latest approved methods of instruction was observed. Upon 
the whole, I feel that this school has been quite a success. The 
teachers and pupUs were earnest, energetic, enthusiastic and am- 
bitious to add to their stock of learning throughout the entire 
term. They seemed fully alive to the benefits to be derived 
from normal work, and to have a thorough appreciation of the 
opportunity afforded them by our honorable State Superinten- 
dent in locating this institute in our district and within their 
reach. Six counties of the district were represented. 
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We were honored with visits from a great many of our most 
prominent white teachers, who expressed themselves, without 
exception, pleased with the work as it was being conducted. 
Professor W. N. Atkins, our efficient and worthy county exam- 
iner, gave us all the assistance and encouragement that we could 
possibly expect from him. Our able superintendent, Hon. 
Junius Jordan, dropped in upon us unheralded, and gave us an 
interesting and instructive lecture,- which greatly pleased the 
pupils and stimulated them to greater exertions in mastering 
their studies. Professor T. A. Futrall, the normal lecturer, also 
added his efforts to the work of spurring our pupils along and 
firing their ambition to become learned and useful citizens by 
delivering a well-timed lecture that was most highly appreciated, 
and I believe proved beneficial. There is no denying that the 
public school teachers, not only of this immediate section, but 
of the State at large, are decidedly superior in every respect to 
those of four or five years ago. Everybody recognizes and fre- 
quently remarks on the improvement of the pedagogue, not only 
in respect to learning, but in respect as well to his ability to im- 
part learning to others. It is universally agreed that this eleva- 
tion of the teachers' standard is the outgrowth of the earnest and 
well directed efforts of the head of our State educational depart- 
ment to spread the light and further the noble cause of education. 
Thanking you for the confidence you have hitherto reposed in 
me, and the encouragement you have seen fit to extend me, I beg 
to remain yours most respectfully, 

H. C. YERGEK, Conductor. 

W. N. ATKINS, Examiner Hempstead County. 

NEGEO NOEMAL, INDEPENDENCE COUNTY. 

The Independence County Negro Normal opened at Bates- 
ville, June 8, 1896. The accompanying report shows an enroll- 
ment of thirteen. Everyone of these are teachers having taught 
or intending to do so this summer. Some of the teachers were 
engaged in their schools and a few of them were working on the 
farm. This affected the attendance considerably. Still 
a good nimiber for earnest work were in attendance all the time, 
considering the number of teachers in the county. The session 
was very satisfactory. 

The teachers of Independence County are probably as 
earnest and as well equipped as those of the colored teachers in 
any part of Arkansas. The county examiner. Professor J. T. 



OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 95 

• 

Powell, did his entire duty towards making the normal a success. 
Addresses were made by Rev. B. F. Milam, pastor of white 
Eaptist Church, and Eev. Stephenson, pastor of the Methodist 

Church, white. 

Public sentiment favors the normal, and I earnestly believe 
that another year the attendance will be all that it should be. 

My personal relations with the teachers were of the most 
pleasant character. The work was pleasant and without friction. 
I trust the present session will result in more interest in the 
teachers, higher conception of the dignity of the work, a stronger 
grasp of subject-matter, a clearer idea of principles of teaching 
and a resulting adaption of method to secure proper ends by in- 
telKgent means. Rev. C. Clay, pastor of the Pleasant Hill 
Church, gave the normal some very interesting remarks. 

WM. O. T. WATKmS, Conductor. 
J. T. POWELL, Examiner Independence County. 

NEGRO NORMAL, JACKSON COUNTY. 

The colored normal at Newport closed July 3. "We had a 
good attendance the whole time, and I am satisfied that we were 
benefited. It may be that the enrollment is not so large as last 
year, but the normals at Batesville and Augusta have been estab- 
lished, and that deprived us of attendance from the counties of 
Independence and Woodruff. Resoectfully, 

ED CRAIGN, Conductor. 

, NEGRO NORMAL, LAEAYETTE COUNTY. 

The teacher's standard has been heightened very much 
during this session of the colored normal in Lafayette County. 
Many teachers who spumed the normal one year ago, are now 
ardent supporters of it. Every teacher, with but one exception, 
in Lafayette Countv attended the normal school this ses^^iori. 
Many who spoke discouragingly last year concerning the work, 
are enthusiastic workers in the interest of such education to-day. 
The State Superintendent, county examiner and the conductor 
are being lauded daily. 

The county examiner visited the school several times and 
made three speeches in the interest of education. 

Also Professor J. E. Johnston, principal of white school 
at New Lewisville, delivered one address upon the science and 
growth of education in the South. 
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Professor T. R. Toome, of Hot Springs, lectured to us in 
June upon "The Colored Man and His Training in the Colleges; 
His Usefulness as an American Citizen." Each of these lec- 
tures made good and useful impressions upon the minds of the 
teachers. 

Hoping to see these beginnings ripen to success of develop- 
ment and teachers loyal and good masters of their profession, I 
most respectfully submit this report, hoping it may be satisfac- 
tory in detail. Respectfully, 

A. C. FOSTER, Conductor. 

J. W. WARREN, Examiner Lafayette County. 

l^EGRO NORMAL, JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

I beg leave most respectfully to submit to you the f oUow- 
i]ig report of the Jefferson County Colored Normal, whicli 
opened here at the Merrill School Building on the 8th of June, 
and closed on the 30th inst. The opening was characterized by 
the deepest interest in the work, and a prevailing desire on the 
part of all to make the very best use of the time by reciting m- 
liMh'gcntly, and discussing the different methods by actual prac- 
tii'o, and thereby bringing themselves in touch with the best 
thoucrht of the advanced educators of the day. 

Hon. A. B. Grace has rendered the normal most valuable 
assistance by discoursing upon the best subjects pertaining to the 
arlvr.nrcment of schools, and raising the standard of qualification 
among the teachers. Our normal has been agreeably instructed 
and highly benefited by lectures from the local physicians on the 
subject of physiology and hygiene. Four educational meetings 
liave been held, and these meetings have been addressed by the 
best local talent. The meetings have been highly interesting 
and instructive. 

The work of our normal has been excellent, both oral and 
written. Specimens of the written work accompany this report, 
and \hey will suggest to you the character of the work executed. 
Th(5 manual has been followed quite closely, in subject and de- 
tail, and found to be excellent. 

I take pleasure in saying to you, sir, that I am highly de- 
lighted with the results, and, in saying this, feel that I am ex- 
pressing the sentiments of every teacher who attended. 

Thanking you, sir, for your valuable suggestions, and for 
the confidence vou reposed in me, this report is most respectfully 
submitted. " GEO. H. W. STEWART, Conductor. 

A. B. GRACE, Examiner Jefferson County. 
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NEGRO NORMAL, LEE COUNTY. 

Hon. .luuius Jordan, State Superintendent, Little Rock, Ark.: 

Sir — ^I have the honor to make the following report of the 
conduct of the normal held for colored teachers in Marianna, com- 
mencing July 13, 1896, ending August 4, 1890. Total number 
of teachers enrolled of all grades in the county, sixty-five. 
From 9 a. m. to 12 m. I gave instructions in tlie following 
branches: Grammar, geography, reading, arithmetic, algebra 
and spelling. From 1 to 4 p. m. of each day: Psychology', 
l^hilosophy, history, civil government and school management. 
The teachers!, especially those teaching in the rural districts, were 
highly pleased with the matter as arranged, and were not slow 
in so expressing themselves. I did not grade the school from 
the fact that a great many of our teachers (colored) are deficient 
in the primary branches, notwithstanding their knowledge of the 
higher branches. For that reason 1 organized the school into 
one class, which I afterwards found to be a wise plan. I had the 
school to prepare their lessons as th^y would have their pupils 
do; questions put and answers required. After each recita- 
tion I would call upon some member of the class to state his or 
her method of teaching said branch, and in that way I could eas- 
ily determine the ability of each teacher in the class. I also 
had weekly reviews. At that time I would call upon the school 
to give me an idea of their knowledge of the preceding lessons. 
I did it in order to impress upon their minds as teachers the im- 
portance of having weekly reviews. I had them to prepare 
papers on the lessons every other day, and bring them in class. 
I would have A to read his paper and then pass it to B and so on 
nintil it had gone through the class; after which I would call 
for criticisms on the paper just read. I did this in order to make 
them exercise care in the preparation of lessons. My school 
seemed to be much enthused over the work. At the close of 
the normal we had an entertainment of a literary nature. The 
county examiner. Professor Futrall, gave us a fine lecture on 
school work and our duty as teachers. The lecture was highly 
appreciated by the teachers. A vote of thanks was extended to 
you, Dr. Ourry and Professor Futrall for manifested interest in 
our behalf. G. P. A. BROWN, Conductor. 

THOS. A. FUTRALL, Examiner Lee County. 

NEGRO NORMAL, LINCOLN COUNTY. 

The teachers of Lincoln County are negligent when duty 
requires their attendance at the teachers' institute. The cause, 
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perhaps, is that this is the first normal they have had, that con- 
tinued any length of time, or impressed them with the fact of 
professional improvement. The county examiner must be ac~ 
credited with the success of the institute work at Varner. His 
mandates compelled the attendance of the teachers at least a part 
of the time. The teachers organized a reading circle mth the 
intention of taking a regular teacher's course. 

H. A. JOKSrSON, Conductor. 

H. D. PALMER, County Examiner. 

:fTEGRO l^ORMAL, LITTLE EIVEE COHJ^TTY. 

It affords me great pleasure to rejwrt that pursuant to your 
appointment and instructions, I opened a normal school at Wil- 
ton, on the 4th inst., for the benefit of colored teachers, and 
such other colored persons as desired to engage in the profession 
of teaching. 

Last night at 11:30 o'clock, after the execution of an in- 
structive and interesting programme, the school closed. Kumber 
of days taught, 20; number of hours, 180; number of male pu- 
pils, 11; nimiber of female pupils, 14; average daily attendance, 
male, Y; female, 9. Total, 16 Y-10. In addition to these we 
had a model class composed of twenty intelligent boys and girls 
under 16 years of age. This class did more good, probably, than 
any other agency brought into play to simplify methods. 
Questions to these children, when well directed, would in many 
instances bring out logical, instructive and natural answers that 
otherwise would be next to impossible. 

"We all know that talking and writing about teaching chil- 
dren and the actual doing so are separate things. Try he ever so 
hard, a man cannot quite act the child's part. So this class served 
as an object lesson on the methods of teaching. Eor very valuable 
aid and assistance I take great pleasure in acknowledging the 
services of Messrs. K. D. Dollarhide, E. H. Nelson, Mrs. Annie 
M. Nelson and Miss Emma Kouints, also E. B. Paxton, of Rocky ^ 
Comfort. 

Allow me to thank you sincerely for the expression of your 
confidence in me in appointing me to this position, and to assure 
you that I have faithfully discharged my duty to the best of my 
ability. Respectfully, 

ARCHER SHEPPERSON, Conductor. 

L. J. JOYNER, Examiner Little River County. 
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NEGKO NORMAL, MILLER COUNTY. 

Pursuant to the appointment of the State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction and the local notice of the county exam- 
iner of Miller County, Ark., the Miller County Normal School 
for colored teachers was opened on the 25th of May, 1896, at 
o'clock a. in., at the colored public school building, Texarkana, 
Ark. 

After making the necessary preliminary arrangements the 
object, design and requirements of the State, as per manual, were 
explained to the teachers present, and work assigned for the 
afternoon. The work arranged in the manual was taken up in 
the most convenient order, and in the daily recitations and ex- 
ercises the teachers were required to use the principles of all the 
topics as nearly as possible in original examples. 

The attendance was pmall at first, but as the teachers went 
oul and returned the interest increased so that it was impossible 
to satisfy the active and enthusiastic minds in the short time 
(seven hours) used each day. The subject of physiology was 
ably discussed by Dr. M. E. Stevens at St. James' A. M. E. 
Church on Monday night, June 1, and Rev. J. E. Carter lec- 
tured on psychology on the night of June the 8th. Both these 
gentlemen are well read and up-to-date, consequently the normal 
was gTcatly benefited by their lectures. 

Professor Allen Winham, county examiner of Miller 
County, visited our normal the first week and made a few timely 
rejnarks, which had a very good effect in showing how our State 
wishes to help those who are trying to help themselves. His 
land ad\'ice was just what was most needed at the time, as it 
showed how important he considered regular attendance. 

There seems to be too little attention paid by the rural dis- 
trict directors to our normals. Manv of them contract with teach- 

t/ 

ers out of the State who do not attend our normals, while the 
regular teachers of the State and county are at school. On ac- 
count of the interest in the work we held a closing exercise on the 
twenty-first day. 

A regular written examination was held on the nineteenth 
and twentieth days, as may be seen in the register. Most re- 
spectfully submitted, 

A. B. CRUMP, Conductor. 

ALLEN WINHAM, Examiner Miller County. 
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MONKOE COUNTY NOKMAL. 

The best teachers who have attended this normal say they 
have never attended one conducted on a higher basis. The inter- 
est manifested was very great, and enthusiasm was aroused and 
kept in high pitch most of the time. 

We feel very grateful to you for the interest you manifest 
in assisting in bringing about these facilities for the advancement 
of education. 

J. W. BROOKS, Conductor. 

W. L. FERGUSON, County Examiner. 

NEGRO NORMAL, OUACHITA COUNTY. 

To-day closes the normal here. The whole session has been 
full of interest and good results. We commenced work here on 
Monday, June 8, and for the first two or three days things looked 
a little gloomy and draggy. But I threw myself fully into the 
work and by the end of the first week everything was moving on 
merrily. The daily sessions were from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and some 
days the interest would rim so high till we could not get out until 
5 p. m. The first day's enrollment was nineteen; closed first 
week with twenty-three; commenced the second week with thirty- 
five and closed the term with an enrollment of fifty-three. Some 
of the teachers dropped out during the fourth week after the ex- 
amination was over to look after their schools and summer work. 
But nevertheless, the attendance was very good, and the work 
highly interesting to the close. The teachers appreciate very 
highly this opportunity of improving themselves and preparing 
for better and higher work. The majority of them have no 
means of professional or normal training, except what they re- 
ceive at these schools. Of the twenty-seven colored teachers 
who hold license in this county seventeen hold third grade, six 
hold second grade and only four hold first grade. This demon- 
strates to me very clearly a great need of normal training of some 
kind among the teachers of this county. There were fifteen 
first grade teachers in attendance here, but they were mostly from 
other counties. In fact fully half of the teachers who attended 
here were from other counties. Professor H. A. Nickell, county 
examiner of Franklin County, visited us on Thursday, June 11, 
and gave us one of his rousing and life-inspiring talks, the influ- 
ence of which seemed to be felt throughout the entire term. His 
visit was very timely and his talk did much toward helping to 
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break up tardiness upon the part of teacliers. Rev. Mr. Ramsey, 
county examiner here, visited us during the second week, and 
addressed the teachers upon their work, duty, preparation and 
what their lives should be as teachers. His talk was full of 
thought, good advice and wholesome counsel. He has given 
his hearty support to make the normal a success. Professor W. 
H. Braxton, of Alcorn College, Mississippi, visited us on the clos- 
ing, and gave us an interesting lecture. Upon the whole, I con- 
sider the normal of Camden a grand success. Resolutions were 
passed indorsing the county normals and asking the coutinuanco 
of the system. 

J. G. ISH, Conductor. 

D. B. RAMSEY, Examiner Ouachita County. 

NEGRO NORMAL, PHILLIPS COUNTY. 

I, the undersigned, hereby make the following report of the 
Phillips County Colored Normal, held at Helena, beginning 
June 1 and ending June 26. 

As is showTi by the record, the enrollment of teachers for 
twenty days increased to eighty-five (85) though the per cent 
of attendance of teachers is about half the enrollment. 

Teachers generally have learned that the law does not con- 
temj/late compulsory attendance, and I think the per cent of atten- 
dance, as compared with the enrollment, is due, for the most part 
to their knowledge of this fact. However, during the term 
teachers in attendance have shown a great desire for improve- 
ment and to do better work in the schoolroom. 

HENRY AVANT, Conductor. 

NEGRO NORMAL, PULASKI COUNTY. 

The Pulaski County Colored Normal ended July 3 with an 
enrollment of 176, and had an average daily attendance of 107. 
The large, enthusiastic attendance during the first three weeks 
necessitated a division of the normal into two departments, hav- 
ing simultaneously four recitations per hour. The excellent 
curriculum outlined in the manual for normals by Superinten- 
dent Jordan was faithfully followed, and its suggestions thor- 
oughly canvassed, to the great benefit and approval of the many 
earnest and diligent student-teachers in attendance. 

Bona fide study and preparation of each lesson was insisted 
upon, and for the most part accorded by those attending. The 
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instructors aimed constantly to achieve two results in their work, 
viz: First, to inculcate and impress upon the teachers the prin- 
ciples underlying each branch of study taught; secondly, to 
exemplify in their manner of conducting the recitations the best 
methods of instruction and drill, emphasizing the fundamental 
truths of education that ideas and not words are first in impor- 
tance, and we learn to do by doing. The subjects of peda- 
gogy, psychology and civil government received special 
attention, and I am encouraged to believe, by the interest and at- 
tention of the pupils, good and permanent results will be the out- 
come. 

Professor Pleasants presented psychology, and civil govern^ 
ment by Professor Knox, both generously donating their valu- 
able services. Airs. L. E. Stephens, the regularly employed 
assistant, energetically presented the subjects, reading, spelling 
and grammar. Mrs. M. H. Spight, the other assistant, presented 
the subjects, geograpliy and physiology. I commend the excel- 
lent work of these two ladies. The last half hour of each day 
was used having various teachers give exposition of their work. 
Lectures were given each Priday night at the various churches. 
The normal was encouraged by the presence of many highly 
esteemed visitors of prominence, among whom were Major Par- 
ham, county examiner. Superintendent J. E. Eightsell, Hon. 
J. Neimeyer, president of the Little Kock School Board, and 
Professor Cohen, Professor Ilhoton arid others. The leading 
colored ministers, doctors and editors, of our people, manifested 
their interest in the work by frequent visits and cheering words. 
The appreciation of the normal was crystallized into a set of 
strong resolutions, expressing the interest and pleasure derived 
and gratitude to Superintendent Jordan and the promoters of the 
system. At the closing session a teachers' library association 
was formed, ofiicers chosen and plans formulated for efficient 
management. I was elected president. The normal was a -lin- 
ished success. 

EDWIN H. HORNE, Conductor. 

E. H. PARHAM, Examiner Pulaski County. 

NEGRO NORMAL, SEBASTLiN COUNTY. 

The normal school for colored teachers, which convened 
here on June 8, after a pleasant and profitable session of four 
weeks, closed last Friday. We began with an enrollment for 
the first week of thirty-two. Our enrollment increased before 
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the close to forfy-nine. Owing to the short notice of the open- 
ing of the normal, the greater number enrolled were from Sebas- 
tian County, although Franklin, Scott and Crawford Counties 
were well represented. 

We have adhered closely to the line of study outlined by 
you, and all present seemed well pleased with the results obtained. 
We were ably assisted in our work by the prominent educators. 
Col. W. D. Buckley, Professor E. O. Trent and lawyer Hodges. 

Instructive lectures were given by Dr. Embry, Mrs. Rogers 
M. Webb and Mr. Grant S. l^eal. 

Please accept the following report and resolutions adopted. 
Yours most respectfully, 

W. .W. JOKES, M. S., Conductor. 

EESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved, That we return our thanks to Hon. Junius Jor- 
dan and W. D. Buckley for locating the normal at Fort Smith; 
to Professor W. W. Jones for the orderly, scholarly and im- 
partial manner in which he has conducted the normal; to the 
rity school board for the use of Lincoln School building. 

We, as a body, indorse the efforts being made by Professor 
Jones and others to establish a state teachers' association for 
colored teachers. 

ISAAC COGGS, 
ALYS STEWART, 
BIRDIE LEE HOPE, 

E. o. tre:nft, 

LIZZIE WESTFIELD, 

Committee. 
W. W. JONES, Conductor. 

W. D.' BUCKLEY, Examiner Sebastian County, Fort Smith 
District. 

NEGRO N^ORMAL, ST. FRANCIS COUNTY. 

I have reasons to believe that this normal has done much 
good for those who attended. The deportment was all that one 
could wish in a school of its kind. The attention given me as 
instructor showed the normal to be a place for work and not a 
pleasure resort. 

We were frequently visited by our county examiner, who 
did his duty toward making the work a success. We were visited 
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by Professor Hopkins, the instructor of the normal for white 
teachers. Professor Hopkins gave an interesting, lecture on 
grammar, and complimented the teachers with a great many edu- 
cational periodicals. 

Towards the close of the normal Professor Futrall, of Ma- 
rianna, gave the teachers a rousing lecture on school manage- 
ment, etc. 

Several other distinguished citizens, who are interested in 
the educational work visited us, among whom may be mentioned 
Dr. D. M. Darden, who donated two lectures on physiology to 
the teachers. 

During the month the teachers gave to the public a weekly 
literary exercise, which was largely attended, and seemingly 
highly enjoyed. 

WALLACE 'L. PUEIPOY, Conductor. 

J. B. SAl^DERS, County Examiner. 

NEGEO NORMAL, UmOJT COUNTY. 

I have the honor to transmit my report of the Normal In- 
stitute for Union County. I opened the Normal June 1, and 
continued in session for twenty days, closing June 26. The 
foregoing facts and figures show an ejiroUment of forty-seven. 

The work was fashioned after your normal manuals, which 
were of great value and convenience in harmonizing the many 
books of many authors. We moved briefly and as thoroughly 
as conditions would permit, dwelling especially upon those sub- 
jects most needed in the schools of the county, keeping in mind 
the "greatest good to the greatest number." 

The teacher-students were anxious and desirous for more 
light, and it was a source of real pleasure to see manifestations of 
a desire to rise in the profession. In one of our "educational 
praise meetings," much enthusiasm was expressed, showing a real 
determination to improve in the graces necessary to the profes- 
sion, and thereby be better equipped for the high office of 
teacher. The number of third grade licensed teachers will 
serve to show the need of improvement, and unequivocally be- 
speak the crying need; yea, imperative necessity of normal work 
in this section. 

Mr. T. L. Bumside, examiner, divided his time with us. He 
is thoroughly working up sentiment, and is striving to make his 
county the banner county in education. The normal was favored 
with a lecture by Professor T. A. Futrall, and the Rev, Hearon, 
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of our white friends, and Kev. J. S. Jarvis, of Camden, Ark., 
was present at the closing and gave an interesting lecture, touch- 
ing moral and intellectual improvement. 

The normal, in every way, was quite a success, and more, 
it was where such work is unmistakably needed. 
KespectfuUy submitted, 

D. A. SUMNER, Conductor. 

T. L. BURN SIDE, Examiner Union County. 



NEGRO NORMAL, WOODRUFF COUNTY. 

The normal commenced June 15, 1896, closed July 10, 
1896. Teachers seemed to be interested, and at once 
took hold of the work. Many are teachers of conspicuous ability. 
Schools having commenced in the county, many teachers were 
forced to leave the normal. Furniture, and apparatus were both 
scarce and worthless. The house is not conveniently situated. 
1'wo lectures were delivered, one by attorney Ferguson, on 
^'Christian Education," another by Dr. Dole, city physician, on 
"The Human Anatomy." 

J. H. ROBY, Conductor. 
AVILL MOORMAN, Examiner Woodruff County. 



Chapter XI. 



REPORTS OF COUNTY EXAMINERS. 

Attention is called to the subjoined reports of various 
County Examiners, as taken from the records filed in this office. 
Some of the examiners filed statistical reports, without comment. 
The student of these reports will be able to compare conditions 
between the counties. It will be noted with what unanimity 
of expression the deficiencies of school directors are set forth. 
This is a sufficient indication of the imperfect workings of the 
present school district system. Add to this the fact that quite 
75 per cent of the directors did not make their reports by the 
10th of September, to the county examiners, as is required by 
law. This forced the examiners to be behind in their reports 
to the Superintendent, due, as they were, on the 20th of Septem- 
ber. Four and five weeks delay was frequently the case ; so that 
this office was placed behind one month and a half in getting the 
biennial report to the governor. Yet we have heard of no in- 
stance in which the law was enforced against delinquent directors 
or delinquent county examiners. 

This system of favoritism mars progress. 

AKKANSAS COUNTY. 

The educational conditions in tbe county are good and m. 
most respects the outlook is encouraging. I have been making 
speeches all over the county, endeavoring to stimulate the peo- 
ple to a greater activity in educational work, and matters pertain- 
ing thereto. "We are making demands of our representative in 
regard to some needed educational legislation. 

Regarding our county normal work, it was a success. By 
all means grive us the normal, that we may educate our teachers, 
but I would suggest that attendance be made compulsory. Why 
should the State make this provision and yet numbers of our 
teachers not be in attendance? 

I believe it would be a good idea for the State to set the 
time for opening these normals, say about the 1st of June, and 
that they be in session throughout the State at the same time, 
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and that all public schools be closed during this month, and that 
all teachers be required to attend. If we have the normal (and 
Avo must have it), let us put ourselves in a condition to get the 
full benefit. 

You will observe that in the financial report nothing is 
given under the head of poll tax. Our common school financial 
statement and poll tax is all apportioned together, and it is im- 
possible to give this separately. Both are included under the 
one head, "Common School Finances." So far as the financial 
report is concerned, it is nearly correct, with a little discrepancy 
in one or two districts. This is copied from the county report, 
and it contains one or two little errors, which had not been cor- 
rected. I was determined to have a report from every district 
in the County, hence the delay. I had to send a special messen- 
ger after one or two. Hope it is yet in time. 

I. C. GIBSON, Examiner. 

October 11, 1896. 

ASHLEY COUIfTY. 

Dear Sir — The foregoing report is the very best that I can 
do, with the incomplete and partial report of the directors of the 
several districts. The fact that a complete report requires care 
and some knowledge of bookkeeping, added to "a material interest 
in the work, is quite a bar to success in the line when required 
at tlie liands of the average director. The great majority of- 
these are farmers, men unacquainted with business methods, and 
the system and order required for such work. Many, too, de- 
velop mlo embryo lawyers as soon as elected, and are more 
interested in legal technicalities of the school law than 
m the real mterest of the children. So that all iil all it is a pretty 
crude material to work with. The county examiner has not 
time to constantly visit the districts and supervise the work beinff 
done so woij is often imperfectly done, and sometimes money 
wl'!!\ 1^ «^e^"«^n, however, the free schools are improving, 

twi T^''' ''''? T^^^.^^^' ^^^^ ^ore interest taken in the 
school. The normal schools have given teachers an impetus for- 
ward and stimu ated them to greater exertion for impr^ove^nt 
^IjrtT f T^^^^^ i^ text-books gives us some trouble and 
a good deal of unnecessary expense to parents. An authored 
snnes of text-books for each county at least would be an ^rTve 
ment on our present condition. It is possible, also, that a super- 
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intendent for each county might be of advantage. The only ob- 
jection to that being able to furnish the proper material and 
of which to make a superintendent. 

First-class men adapted to that life would be difficult to 
find. The effort you have made to elevate the free school sys- 
tem, meets with the approval of our people, and under your su- 
pervision we think some progress has been made in our county. 

Respectfully, 

W. G. ROLFE, County Examiner. 

BEl^TON COUNTY. 

I herewith submit my annual report of Benton County for 
the year ending June 30, 1896. Report is strictly correct, from 
the reports given me by the directors of the several districts. 
Directors are not to blame for discrepancies in their reports. 
They endeavor to have reports correct, and in the main they are, 
except in the finance. I received a much better report this year 
from school directors than ever before. Cause, notifying direc- 
tors of their duty, their interest in education, welfare of their 
children, home pride, hope of school, etc. Educational interests 
in Benton County are rapidly moving forward and upward, her 
teachers and schools being second to none in the State. More 
teachers reading and reviewing in Benton County than there has 
been for years before. They have found it absolutely necessary 
to do this if they expect to be able to meet the requirements of 
their profession. 

Longer school terms, better attendance, better teachers, bet- 
ter pay and a higher grade of both schools and teachers, are some 
of the most prominent features to be plainly seen. 

Institutes have been well attended, and have resulted in 
much good to all. Normal law should be so amended th^t the 
licensed teachei especially be required to attend or forfeit his 
license. I grant no private examinations — hold quarterly ones 
at required time — following instructions implicitly. Feel that 
I have done my duty. About 20 per cent have failed to pass 
for license. 

A great deal of this enthusiasm is due to you for your untir- 
ing and unceasing efforts in the cause of education. Your admin- 
istration has marked a new era in the momentous question, 
education. Should these lines be followed, in a short time the 
cause will be entirely revolutionized. Thanking you for the 
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many courtesies extended me during your term of office, I am 
your servant and true friend of the cause of education, 

JXO. L. TROUTT, County Examiner. 

BRADLEY COtTSTY. 

The honorable Superintendent will perceive that in some 
respects this report is not complete, because the directors have 
not furnished the information on their annual reports to county 
examiner, and they never will give full details until the forms of 
blanks are changed to the interrogative form. A direct question 
should be asked on every point of information desired. The 
financial blank should specify items wanted, and it would save 
much confusion if the financial school year should terminate 
June 30 — ^June 15 would be much better — so that the sunmier 
schools which generally begin in June, should be the commence- 
ment of the school year. 

I am glad to report considerable improvement in teachers 
and schools of Bradley County. I believe it would be a great 
improvement on the present system of public schools to have a 
county superintendent, at a yearly salary of say 25 or 50 cents 
per capita of all school children in the county. I have no time 
to give plan, but would be pleased to do so later, if desired. 

TT. F. MACK, County Examiner. 

BOOIfE COUNTY. 

I inclose you herein my annual report as county examiner 
for the year 1896. It has been with much difficulty that I have 
made my financial report, a majority of the directors leaving 
it entirely blank in their report. My financial report is not per- 
fect in every respect, but I trust it may at least be an average. I 
made it almost entirely from the county court records and those 
of the treasurer. You will see that most of our districts were in 
debt at the close of the school year ending June 30, 1895, and 
also the close of the year ending June 30, 1896. We have had 
a defaulting treasurer in this county, and the warrants were 
given out by the various districts and filed with the treasurer 
before the defalcation was made up, and in fact a good portion 
of it has not been settled yet. You will see in my financial re- 
port beginning with pages 26 and 27, the figures in red ink show 
the indebtedness of the various districts on the 30th of June, 
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each of the years 1895 and 1806. I do not think the blanks 
furnished the directors for making their annual report are full 
enough, or at least there are no spaces for the different kinds of 
funds coming into the credit of the district during the year, as 
there are in the examiner's report. The directors' report only 
shows the amount received and amount of the disbursements. 

The schools of this county are in a flourishing condition 
and are steadily improving each year. I cannot make a report 
as to the private schools of the county, but will state that a large 
per cent of the districts have private schools, which are often at- 
tended as fully as the public schools. 

The wages of teachers seem rather low, but suppose they are 
on an average with everything else in these days of the gold 
standard. , 

I held one institute during the year at which seventy-seven 
teachers enrolled. 

Boone County had a very satisfactory normal this year, and 
was well attended. The normals have but little opposition in 
this county. Some few think the State ought^not to pay for the 
education of its teachers, but you find them opposing everything 
that leads to improvement. I think we need some legislation in 
the matter of a uniform series of text-books. 

BEN F. McMAHAN, County Examiner. 

CAREOLL COUNTY, WESTERN DISTRICT. 

■» 

Educationally, our county claims to be in the front rank. 
Eureka Springs, Berryville, Green Forest and GarroUton have 
graded schools and excellent work is being done. The rural 
schools since the advent of the county normal have made marked 
improvement. The teachei-s are raising the grade of their certifi- 
cates by studying, reading and thinking. 

The County Institute, which has been sustained for a num- 
ber of years, has done much to arouse some professional pride. 
Another step in the right direction was taken in our county dur- 
ing the past year by my associate, Professor H. P. Burney, 
namely, the organization of a "Directors' Association." The 
association held two or three meetings and adopted a uniform 
series of text-books. Much work is yet to be- done among the 
directors.^ I hope to be able to present, at some subsequent meet- 
ing, the importance of keeping correct records and making cor- 
rect reports. The time has come, in my opinion, for action by 
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our legislature on closer supervision of our country schools and 
broader opportunities for preparation of our teacliers. The 
county normal has awakened aspirations and many young 
teachers are going to Indiana and Ohio to prepare for their work. 
The creation of the office of County Superintendent and the 
founding of a State Normal School are the two urgent needs of 
our school system. 

In conclusion, allow me to express my gratitude to you for 
many favors during my administration. The next two years 
will place us under renewed obligations to you for your earnest, 
energetic, wise and conservative management. 

C. S. BAKNETT, 
County Examiner, Eastern District of Carroll County. 

CARKOLL COUNTY, EASTERN. DISTRICT. 

I herewith submit my annual report for the Eastern Dis- 
trict of Carroll County, year 1896. I have been at much pains 
to get accurate s^tistics, in many instances returning directors' 
reports to them for correction, in others sending a special mes- 
senger to obtain the necessary information. The report, on the 
whole, is as near correct as it can be made. It is impossible to 
make the directors' reports balance, or to make them agree with 
the treasurer's books. The chief cause of this is the fact that 
nearly all our districts supplement their funds by private contri- 
butions, public entertainments, box suppers, etc. The receipt 
of these funds is sometimes reported, but not their disbursement, 
and vice versa. 

I have taken the amount received from the treasurer's books, 
also the amount unexpended. The amount expended is taken 
from the directors' reports. The column for receipts from sale 
or lease of sixteenth section is left blank, because I have no 
means of ascertaining the various amounts. The treasurer in- 
forms me that the revenue from this source is included in the 
"Common School Fund," and that he has no means of separating 
them. The receipts from poll tax were also included in the 
"Common School Fund," but by a long and tedious calculation, 
I ascertained the amount of each from this source. 

No disbursements for furniture, apparatus, etc., are given, 
because the directors are not required to report on these Items! 
and I have no data for a reliable guess. Much of the disburse' 
ments for other purposes was no doubt for these things. 
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Only one institute, lasting one week, has been held, and I 
am glad to report that every teacher in the Eastern District at- 
tended. We have a Carroll County Teachers' Association, 
which meets quarterly, and it is doing a good work. We also 
have the Carroll County Directors' Association, with quarterly 
sessions. This organization is well attended and promises great 
good to our schools. The county normal is bringing forth 
abundant and valuable fruit. For the past two summers our 
schools have been at least 50 per cent better than before. Much 
of this increased usefulness and efficiency is directly traceable 
to normals held by Professors C. S. Bamett and C. L. Sampson. 

Our directors and patrons unite with the teachers in asking 
our legislature for another appropriation. During the summer 
I visited sixty schools in this county and found nearly every 
teacher putting into actual and valuable practice ideas and 
methods gleaned at our normals. 

H. P. BUKNEY, County Examiner. 

CLAKK COUNTY. 

The report this year shows a good increase, both in the 
length of the school term and in the daily attendance of the pu- 
pils. The teachers have been improved very much by the 
county normals, and they are doing their part to make the 
schools of the county better. It is' discouraging to our best 
teachers, however, to find the directors giving schools to the 
teachers offering the cheapest services. This undesirable class 
of teachers would be cut off if algebra and civil government were 
added to the required branches in the examinations, as the under- 
bidders are usually incompetent. 

F. W. MILLEK, County Examiner. 

CLAY COUNTY. 

The schools in the Western District of Clay County are in 
much better condition than they have ever been before. I think 
this is due to a great extent to having much better teachers than 
we have ever had. I find that the people are taking more in- 
terest in education. 

L. F. FERGUSON, County Examiner. 
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CLEBURNE COUNTY. 

I have the honor to submit herein my second annual report 
as county examiner of Cleburne County, which you will find to 
be as nearly correct as was possible for me to make from the 
directors' reports, and my knowledge of the school affairs of my 
county: I have carefully compared the reports for the two 
years, have obtained information concerning the condition of the 
schools from every source at my command, and I am glad to say 
that while my report is not perfect in every particular, there is 
a marked improvement from last year and a desire has been 
shown by directors on all occasions to furnish the exammer 

proper statistics. 

I find in many places where directors' reports are imperfect 
the fault is with the teacher and not the directors. School 
registers are not properly filled out and directors have little to 
guide them in making reports. 

For the financial part of my report I could not rely upon 
directors' reports and so I followed your advice by asking the 
county treasurer to aid me. 

You will notice that the average salary of teachers of the 
several grades of both sexes as reported by directors will not cor- 
respond to the average given on page 36. The report on 
page 36 is corrected to date, where by any means I could obtain 
accurate information. 

With all the information given in the new blank which you 
have so conveniently arranged, it is an easy matter for examiners 
to make clean reports. 

I am glad to report the condition of our schools very good, 
and the outlook is very hopeful. 

The county normal, a statistical report of which you mil 
find herein, was very successful, and the teachers are a unit in 
saying that, after having attended the normal, they are better 
qualified in every particular for their work in the public schools, 
and in asking for a continued appropriation for their mainte- 
nance. The best attended and most interesting session of the 
teachers' institute ever held in our county was held at Heber the 
last week in August of this year. The work done in this insti- 
tute proved very conclusively that the teachers of Cleburne 
County are awake to every educational enterprise, and that the 
influence of the normal is being felt. Our teachers always de- 
clare ill favor of a county superintendent instead of a county 
examiner. 
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I believe that the power of issuing licenses to teachers 
should be given to a county superipttendent, but to him, only as 
acting in conjunction with one or two teachers of the first grade, 
whom he may select. If such were the case now the charge of 
favoritism could not be given the examining officer, and the su- 
perintendent's work would be placed upon the exalted plane it 

should occupy. 

We need some kind of a classification of teachers, whereby 
the most efficient and worthy could receive the best salaries. As 
it now is any fellow who can get the lowest grade of license can 
work side by side with the very best, and the consequence is that 
many of our schools are filled with inferior teachers — such being 
preferred by directors because they are cheap and easy to get. 

I favor the township system in lieu of the present district 
system, and every other change that will improve the common 
schools shall receive my support. 

In conclusion, permit me to congratulate you upon the suc- 
cess of your work, and to thank you for the courtesy you have 
ever shown me, and the valuable suggestions which you have so 
promptly given when I sought your help. 

MAECUS E. VnsrSOlSr, County Examiner. 

COLUMBIA COUNTY. 

I have just mailed you my annual report for Columbia 
County for the year ending June 30, 1896. I have endeavored 
to make as full report as possible and in doing so I have been de- 
layed several days on account of the directors not sending in their 
reports at the proper time. 

My enumeration and financial reports are correct. Tou 
will notice in the financial report that a great many of the dis- 
tricts had overdrawn their accounts June 30, 1895, and where 
such was the case, I placed the amount overdrawn in the column 
for amounts expended for other purposes, in order that my state- 
ment would balance. You will also notice that one or two had 
overdrawn June 30, 1896. In those instances I have placed a 
dash opposite the amount. The remainder of my report is not 
exactly correct, but very near it. All the directors did not re- 
port in full, and I was forced to get a great deal of my informa- 
tion from the treasurer's books and previous reports, but I think 
the report substantially correct. 

Hoping it will meet with your approval, I am yours, etc., 

W. O. McKAY, County Examiner. 
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CONWAY COUNTY. 

I lit'vovvitli inclose my repoi I for Conway County. The re- 
port is not correct, but as near as I can get from the directors' 
reports. In the financial statement you will notice in lie re- 
ceipts for the year, the balance on hand June 30, 1895, is not 
given. The treasurer's l^ooks do not show the amount and time 
would not permit an investigation. The year just ending shows 
a slight decrease in the enumeration, very likely the fault in the 
directors failing to do their diity in taking the census. About 
eighty-four districts out of eighty-eight vote a 5 mill tax. A 
great many directors are unable to make their reports and too 
often the teachers neglect to fill out the school register, making 
it impossible to get a correct report. Many of our teachers are 
taking a great interest in the work, while there are those who 
make no progress on any line of school work. The county 
normals have benefited those that availed themselves of the op- 
portunity. I believe teachers should be compelled to attend 
these normals. Have held two institutes during the year and 
much good was done each time. The outlook in general is en- 
couraging. II. B. MEADEKS, County Exaniiner. 

CKAIGHEAD COUNTY. 

I have made as careful reports as possible from the direc- 
tor's reports. You will find that some of the directors have failed 
to give full reports of their scholastic attendance and number of 
teachers employed. I have gone over the financial record of the 
couiity treasurer and, with liis fisiti&tance, think I have DCri.i-ly a 
correct report. The normal report I get from Professor 
Rivers' book. I think it is correct. I am pleased to say that 
tlio scli(»ol intoiosts of CraiolK-iid County are on an upward Tiiov^ 
and many of the directors are catching the spirit of progress 
along educationaljines and calling for a better grade of teachers. 
I regret to say that there are some who favor cheap teachers, low 
salaries, and who are unmindful of the downward tendency of 
school interests in their districts. I am very anxious that our 
next legislative body will be composed of progressive men in the 
educational work of the State and that they will make proper ap- 
propriations for our normal and State schools. 

D. L. THOMPSON, County Examiner. 
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DREW COUIsTTY. 

In this, my second annual report to you, I would call your 
attention to the following: 

1. The financial condition of the school districts shows up 
favorably. With two exceptions, all have supported schools, 
ranging from three to eight months. There are few outstand- 
ing warrants against any of the districts and many have fairly 
good balances in the treasury. 

2. While the schoolhouses, furniture, apparatus, etc., 
throughout the county arc not what the needs of the children 
demand to insure the best results, I feel quite sure that along 
this line Drew County surpasses many of her neighbors, and 
that better accommodations will be furnished so soon as the pres- 
ent business depression shall be removed. 

3. A uniform system of text-books is one of the great 
needs, and I trust that legislative action, looking in this direc- 
tion, may be had at the next session of the Arkansas legislature. 

4. Drew's three institutes were well attended, and the 
teachers, believing them to be beneficial to the school interests 
of the coimtv,-do not want them discontinued. 

5. Having conducted the normal for this county, in June, 
1896, I shall refrain from speaking of its merits or demerits. 

6. Professor Corbin's management of the colored normal 
was eminentlv satisfactorv to the colored teachers and to mvself. 
That the people of Drew County want the county normal con- 
tinued no one can gainsay, they haviDcr advocated it in private, 
on the stump and by their ballots on September 7, this having 
been made an issue not even second to that of free silver. I 
have found manv financial statements sent in bv directors inac- 
ciu*ate, and hence have been compelled to accept those made by 
the county treasurer. I fear that directors, in some instances, 
not wilfully, but for want of close canvassing, have turned in re- 
ports that are not complete, therebv reducinjr the enumeration of 
children and entailing a financial loss to the districts represented 
by them. 

7. In the wav of high schools and collecriate work, I would 
refer to Hinemon TTniversity, school for whites, and Monticello 
Seminary, for colored. The former is a private enterprise, non- 
partisan in character, and under the manaa:ement of Professors 
Ei-win and llughey, two gentlemen whose reputations as instruc- 
tors arc nofc confined to the State of Arkansas. The honors 
won by their graduates in public and private life bear evidence 
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of thorough training. The latter school is sectarian in character, 
founded by and under the control of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church. Enrollment last session was 185, ten graduates receiv- 
ing diplomas in June last. Professor C. S. Mebane presides 

over the school. 

8. The teachers of Drew County will bear comparison 
with those of other counties. They are making strenuous ef- 
forts for higher attainments and they do not object to a higher 
public school curriculum. Merit, rather than favoritism should 
lay claim to better salaries, and therefore they demand that merit 
shall not be overlooked in the selection and oayment of teachers. 

J. L. SPElSrCE, Coimty Examiner. 

FKAN^LIN COUNTY. 

I visited several schools in my county this summer and 
found a majority doing systematic and excellent work. The 
schoolhouses were in fair condition, many were furnished with 
maos, charts, globes and patent desks. I made educational 
talks at the schools, many of the patrons being in attendance. 
It was my purpose to visit every school in session during the sum- 
mer, but the extreme hot weather prevented. The school inter- 
ests in Franklin County are good ; only nine districts out of nine- 
ty-four voted against the tax. The public school system is grow- 
ing more popular every day in this county. Most of the teachers 
aj*e young, but they are all very progressive, with a few ex- 
ceptions. Many have good libraries, consisting of good profes- 
sional works, and nearly all take a school journal. Several of my 
teachers are graduates of the high schools of the countv and a 
few college graduates. I grade very closely in my examinations, 
and in 1 802, 35 ner cent of the applicants failed : in 1893, 30 per 
co.u failed; in 1894, 25 per cent failed: in 1895, 20 per cent 
failed : this year up to date, 10 per cent failed. 

The countv normal of 1895 roused our teachers very 
much, and manv have made wonderful improvements since then. 
All who attended the normal in 1895 were delighted, and said 
they had been benefited very much. 

Our county has two e:ood private schools, Hiram and Lvdia 
Collep-e, at Altus, with 100 students in attendance, and Franklin 
Female College, at Ozark, with sixty in attendance. 

T have my directors to meet once a year, and in these meet- 
ings the duties of directors are discussed, likewise those of 
teachers and county examiner. Educational matters are also 
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brought into consideration, so far as our immediate schools are 
, concerned. At one of these directors' meetings every school dis- 
trict in the county was represented with the exception of one. 

Franklin County had twenty-five students at the Arkansas 
Industrial University last session, and one of this number gradu- 
ated. There is a demand for State uniformity of schoolbooks. 
There are about seven different kinds of geographies, histories 
and readers in tke county and a host of grammars. This con- 
glomeration of books often decreases the enrollment in the 
schools, because a child in going from one district to another finds 
a different series of books in the district to which it moves, and 
it is often prevented from attending school because its parents 
are not able to buy a new set of books. The majority of the 
voters of the county are in favor of county superintendency. 
There are thirty-one districts which have overdrawn $1,611.44 
more than was due them, which if deducted from $4,448.80, on 
page 31, leaves $2,826.16. 

H. A. NICKELL, County Examiner. 

FULTON COUNTY. 

Herewith you find my report of the schools of Eulton 
County (as the law directs) in so far as the reports of directors 
would permit it. In some instances they were incomplete on 
their financial report, owing in some degree to the failure of the 
treasurer to make his report to them concerning their funds, and 
a great number, in fact nearly every one failed to show from 
what source their funds came, generally being placed under the 
head of "total receipts." In making this report you will find 
that I placed them under the head of "Common School Fund," 
unless otherwise specified. 

I have sent after some of these reports in order to get all, 
but in nearly every instance they had "forgotten it." 

But the schools of Fulton County are doing as good work 
as possible to be done. The teachers attend the normals from 
a sense of duty and honor they owe to themselves and to the 
schools. The worst difiiculty they have is that in some districts 
they are "blessed" with a numerous supply of text-books, all on 
one subject or science, but by different authors, so I think if we 
could we should have uniformity of text-books. I also think 
we should add more branches to the list for our free schools — say 
drawing and civil government to the third grade; then these 
two and algebra to second grade, and these three and physics to 
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first grade. Then make a first grade certificate good anywhere 
in the State for a period of two or three years. So far as I have ' 
inquired our people commend these changes, and also your steps 
towards having an adjustment made of the debt of interest due 
on the common school fund now invested in Arkansas bonds. 
We still want the county normal. It is far better than our 
former method of district institutes. 

J. H. CALDWELL, County Examiner. 

GEANT COUNTY. 

The educational interest of Grant County has not been 
better than it is at present. All the districts vote for tax to the 
full extent of the law, and no doubt many of them would vote 
more if the limitation was extended. I regret to say, although 
the number of first grade teachers has grown larger to a very 
gratifying extent, in the general depression of business and finan- 
cial stringency teachers' wages have fallen. Nearly all the dis- 
tricts in the county are having school taught this summer, and 
general satisfaction is given. The teachers manifest a desire 
to improve the methods and advance the profession. The social, 
moral, religious and political conditions of the country depend 
upon the intelligence ' of the people. This has been prov(;n 
v/lierever the light of civilization has shown. The stability of 
th<.» government and the perpetuity of free institutions depend 
upon the education of the children. A proper instruction of the 
youth kindles the fire of patriotism, and the sparks that fly from 
this keeps light the temple of liberty. This beneficent influ- 
ence promotes intellectual development, which insures prosperity 
to future generations. I deem it both wise and prudent that the 
legislature make provisions to pay to the school fund that which 
is partly due. Believing that education is the foundation stone 
of all human happiness, I favor the fostering the public schools 
of the country. Such legislation should be had as will bring 
$3,000,000 as interest already accrued from an investment of 
permanent school funds, so that it may be used for the benefit 
of public schools. Very truly, 

K. R. ADAMS, County Examiner. 

GREENE COUNTY. 

In our county we have only a few ladies who teach in the 
county schools, these being mostly taught by gentlemen. Our 



OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 121 

teachers are much more nearly professional than they were a few 
years ago, many doing nothing but teach; but have yet a few 
who teach only to fill in. 

Many of our young teachers are the most progressive ones, 
liaving taken up the branches lately added to the public school 
curriculum and made themselves proficient in them; yet there 
has not been nearly enough professional reading among them, 
^ome have even rebelled against theory and practice, especially 
theory, saying that the so-called psychological principles are all 
inght on paper, but cannot be successfully applied in practical 
school work in the rural districts. Of course this is not so, and a 
lack of knowledge is what brings about failure. They have 
simply undertaken to run an engine as directed by an engineer, 
"without themselves being acquainted with all the parts and 
master of the machine. Give us legislation which will strip the 
country of all but prof essional teachers. 

In the summer of 1895 n>any of our schools were almost 
failures on account of sickness, and many said, "We do not want 
nny more summer schools." The summer of 1890 came, and# 
the^people had forgotten this experience. Many of the schools 
were opened as before, and mth no better results than in 1895, 
manv r»f them beinff closed on account of no attendance. In ^pite 
of this there is a gradual revolution going on, and many teachers 
RiC. advising directors and patrons to get more money together 
and spend it in a winter school of good length. Only a few 
ccnuiy disiricti^. have money enough to run longer than from 
three to five months. 

Most of the districts vote a 5 mill tax, and this is done with 
more ease. than would be expected, considering the general de- 
pression in the financial world. 

Most respectfullv submitted, 

GEO. E. HOPKINS, County Examiner. 

HEMPSTEAD COimTY. 

Tou will please excuse me for bringing in my report at this 
late day, as I was anxious to have it as complete as possible. 
Tlic Monthly Heading Circle has largely taken the place of the 
iuf^tilute in our county. This year we take the first year of the 
'Three Tears Course" as outlined by the State Superintendent. 
Our meetings are on the last Saturday of each month. Our 
teachers are fairly alive to educational interests, due, I think, in 
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a measure, to the reading circle, and close grading in examina- 
tions. 

The majority of our people and all the teachers favor the 
normal school. The normal is growing in popularity. 

Kespectfully, 

W. K ATKmS, County Examiner. 

HOWAKD COUNTY. 

In presenting this, my annual report, for 1896, I am again 
compelled to acknowledge it to be quite incomplete. But this is 
the Lest that can be done from the data furnished me. The fact 
is, many of our directors are not qualified to make their reports. 

T. C. SAKDS, County Examiner. 

INDEPENDENCE COUNTY. 

My report is somewhat late on account of the directors fail- 
• 'ng to get their reports in on time. I had to notify some of 
them the second tune, and have finally succeeded in getting tKem 
all in. The financial part I copied from the county treasurer's 
books. While the part which refers to apparatus, etc., is not ab- 
solutely correct, it is as nearly correct as practicable from the 
reports furnished by the directors. The blanks sent out to the 
directors do not contain any space for money paid out for any 
other purpose than teachers' salary. I think directors should be 
paid for making out their reports, as they would be more careful 
to have them correct and on time. The schools of Independence 
County are in a flourishing condition. The teachers are all pro- 
pressive and energetic, and much of this is due to county normals, 
which have been held the last two summers. If those normals 
sre continued, and I hope they will be, the profession of teach- 
ing will soon reach its proper place. We held an institute in 
March, continuing four days. I was assisted in the work by 
Professors Decker and Sims, also Professors Boyce and Torrey- 
son. We had an enrollment of ninety-five teachers and an aver- 
age attendance of eighty-five. I think the next legislature 
should pass a law creating the office of county superintendent, 
and make it his duty to visit the schools while in session and see 
that the teachers are using their best eiforts in conducting their 
f^chools. If we could get a uniformity of text-books throughout 
the State it would not only be a great saving to the people, but 
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would have a tendency to increase tlie attendance very materi- 
ally, as many transient people do not send their children to 
school, because next yeai* they may be in another district and 
lia\ e to purchase another series of books. 

I hope the delay of this report has not caused the depart- 
ment any inconvenience, llespectfully submitted, 

J. T. POWELL, County Examiner. 

IZAKD COUNTY. 

I herewith submit my annual report of this, Izard County, 
for the year ending June 30, 1896. It is not as correct as I 
would like for it to be, but I think it is nearer complete than last 
year's report. The public schools of this county are improving 
some. 1 visited a number of them during vacation last year in 
order to see and know the actual condition in the rural districts, 
and am glad to say that I found most of them in a fairly healthy 
state. The county normals of the past two years have improved 
the methods of many of our teachers, and I should be glad to see 
the system continued. The difficulties in this county are too 
many schools, too short terms and too little pay. Eew of our 
teachers are professional men. They cannot support themselves 
on present length of terms and present wages; hence they make 
teacliing a secondary matter. If the State would levy a tax suf- 
lieient to nm the schools four or five months during the year, £ 
beheA'e many of the districts would supplement the ftmd and 
have eight iijojiths of school. A county superintendent with a 
salary sufficient for hira to devote his entire time to the interest 
cf public schools is a desirable factor in our school system. We 
liavc had only one county institute this year. The weather was 
disagreeable. I was sick and could not be present. The atten- 
dance was not large and the programme was not all carried out. 
Our county normal v/as well attended this year. The instructor 
was enthusiastic in his work and the teachers were attentive and 
took special interest in their duties. I congratulate you on your 
successful administration as State Superintendent, and may you 
long continue as an instrument of good for the schools of Ar- 
kansas, llespectfully yours, 

J. P. BIJf GHAM, County Examiner. 
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jACKSoif cou:n^ty. 



I have the honor herewith to present you with my report of 
the schools of Jackson County for the scholastic year, ending 
June 30, 1896. I have been able to make a better report than 
usual. There is room for improvoment yet. I have asked the 
teachers in each district to help the directors make their annual 
report and find that it makes quite an improvement for them to 
do so. Our normals for the past two years have greatly improved 
our teachers. There can be no doubt as to the advantage to the 
country teachers in the present county normal. We in Jackson 
Comity are anxious to see the normals continued. I beheve the 
attendance of the normals should be requisite to holding a first 
grade license. 

The directors are beginning to see the advantage in institute 
work and do not regard the time of the teachers as lost when they 
are attending. Our institute held in August was quite a suc- 
cess. All teachers were present, unless unavoidably detained. 
About half the districts in the county now demand a first grade 
license and a teacher who is active in institute and school work. 

You will notice a greater number of first gTade teachers. 
The greater number who were not willing to work and make a 
first grade have been driven out of the work. . The age of our 
teachers is greater than in former years. The greatest trouble 
I see in Jackson County is the disposition to make too many new 
districts. There is no doubt but that a county superintendent, 
instead of a county examiner, would be of great advantage to the 
country schools. Could not the next legislature be induced to 
see the advantage? I would suggest that there be a law requir- 
ing the State Superintendent to send questions to the examiners 
under his seal and that the examiner be required to break the seal 
in the presence of the teachers, assembled at beginning of the 
examination. 

Extending my congratulations on account of a most prosper- 
ous term in office, and for your easy election as your own succes- 
sor, and wishing for you even a better term, followed by the 
governorship of the State, I am, 

D. L. PAISLEY, County Examiner. 

LAFAYETTE COUNTY. 

I would suggest that the financial report be left off the 
blanks sent out to directors and that examiners be required to 
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make that report from the treasurer's books. Our normals were 
a flattering success. The colored teachers especially appreciate 
the normal, and much good has been accomplished to that ciac»3 
of our teachers through this schooj. No new schoolhouses have 
been erected in our county the past scholastic year. Having 
a very small county, we have not enough permanently located 
white teachers to support an interesting institute; but the col- 
ored teachers are always on hand at the institute and ready for 
a "iipurt." Very respectfully, 

J. W. WAKEN", County Examiner. 

LINCOLN COUNTY. 

This report is very incomplete, principally because the re- 
port of the directors is not full. If I had noticed your sugges- 
tion sooner I might have gotten considerable help from the treas- 
lii'er on the financial part of the report, but not being located at 
tlie same place, I have not the time to go and see him and got 
statements from his books. Some of the reports are not swoj'u 
to, but I have not the time to return them to the directors to 
])ave that attended to and feeling satisfied that they are substan- 
tially correct, as far as they go, I send some on. I make souje 
slight changes, as I fear some are needed. We have a few pro- 
gressive teachers, and I think school work is doing fairly well in 

t])is countrv. 

«/ 

SAM J. PISH, County Examiner, Star City District. 

LINCOLN COUNTY. 

You will see from my report that several districts have not 
had any schools in some time. They have been badly behind 
financially and have discontinued their schools until they had 
funds in the treasury to pay for same. 

You will also see that directors of District No. 3 failed to 
make any report at all, and the directors of No. 2 only sent the 
enumeration of children, but when circuit court convenes, I will 
see thqi the directors of said districts are properly punished for 
their negligence. Yours very truly, 

H. D. PALjMEE, County Examiner, Vamer District. 
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LEE COUNTY. 

On handing you my report of public schools of Lee County, 
I take pleasure in saying that the schools are on rising ground, 
and that the work of the past scholastic year ending June 30, 
1896, has been more satisfactory than ever before. The im- 
proved condition of our school system is largely due to the excel- 
lent work done by county normals in the past two years. 

A district tax of 5 mills was generally levied. 

T. A. FUTKALL, County Examiner. 

LITTLE KIVEK COUNTY. 

I herewith submit my annual report of Little Kiver County 
fdr the scholastic year ending June 30, 1896, and in doing so, 
I am pleased to say that since your visit to this county in Febru- 
ary last, and the eminent success of the normal* held at Eocky 
Comfort by Professor L. E. Quinn, who proved to be the right 
man in the right place, the educational interests in this county 
have moved forward to a higher plane, under the enthusiasm 
thus aroused. Our teachers have evinced a deeper interest on this 
subject and manifested greater solicitude to arm and equip them- 
seh'es more tJioroughly for the discharge of their duties. Our 
common schools can never become what the dignity and import- 
ance of the subject demand, until the teacher is better paid. Few 
of our young men of the best talent adopt teaching as a profes- 
sion; a majority of them use it as a stepping-stone to one of the 
learned professions where they hope on a wider field of activity 
to achieve fame and fortune. This will necessarily be the case 
until the office or business of the educator is properly appreci- 
ated and more liberally remunerated. You have done much 
but much remains to be done. The people must be liberalized. 

I have two suggestions to make : First, to establish in each 
county an academy of high gi^ade, where young men and women 
may achieve that training that will fit and qualify them to teach. 
To enter this academy would be an incentive to many of the 
pupils in our common schools; second, to add to our common 
school curriculum a synopsis of the criminal law of the State and 
its penalties. These suggestions are made in view of the fact 
that our legislature is shortly to convene. 
Respectfully submitted, 

L. J. JOYNEE, County Examiner. 
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LOGAN COUNTY. 

The interest in public schools is good and the directors are 
more concerned in employing efficient teachers. Nearly all 
the districts voted a 5 mill tax and are preparing to run schools 
for a longer term. As usual, the directors have not made full 
and complete reports. Our county normal was well attended 
and the work done in it has been worth more to the children of 
my county than all other aid from the State. 

The next general assembly should appropriate $20,000 for 
county normals next year, and for every year till our teachers 
are thoroughly drilled in methods. We should have one State 
Normal, located at Little Eock, with the best instructor found In 
the United States. Then, by law, require the county normal in- 
structors to attend, receiving a grade when they leave. This 
State Normal should admit all teachers who desire to attend. 

The teachers of my county are mostly yoimg, as you will see 
in report of normal herein made. 

We did not hold an institute for Logan, as the normal was 
in session at the time for such work. The number of teachers 
is increasing and forcing prices down to such an extent that the 
older ones are compelled to work in other fields to support their 
families. 

The Paris, Booneville and Magazine schools have been send- 
ing out young teachers very well qualified to teach in our public 
schools. I have visited nearly all the schools in my county, 
twice during the two years, and talked with teachers and chil- 
dren about their work. Did all in my power to make the twenty 
days' normal at Magazine a success. 
Respectfully submitted, 

JNO. G. CHITWOOD, County Examiner. 

LONOKE COUNTY. 

I have the honor to submit the inclosed annual report as 
county examiner of Lonoke County for the year ending June 
30, 18^6. 

I am glad to be able to state that Lonoke County is in a 
healthy condition educationally, and that one or more schools 
were taught in each district in the county during the past year. 
A higher standard is expected of the teachers by the directors, 
and the third grade teacher is not in demand. 
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Nearly every district in the county has a schoolhonse, and 
many of them are well seated and furnished with maps, charts, 
etc., thus enabling the teacher to do more satisfactory work. 

There is still some difficulty experienced in securing a com- 
plete statistical report from the dii*ectors, and just how to over- 
come this is a question difficult to determine. I have, by re- 
turning reports for correction and seeing directors in person, 
endeavored to make my report accurate, yet I am aware that in 
some respects it is incomplete. 

I*er}nit me to thank you, in the name of the teachers of 
Lonoke County, for sending among us as institute instructor Pro- 
fessor J. H. Hinemon, whose work was most acceptable, and 
whose influence will be long felt among our teachers. Thank^ 
ing you for assistance rendered from time to time and for advice 
given touching our school interests, I am. 
Very respectfully, 

J. J. 1)0 YNE, County Examiner Lonoke County. 

maeio:n^ couxtt. 

I herewith submit my annual report of the public schools 
of Marion County for the year ending June 30, 1896. 

T could not rely on the reports received from the directors 
for the financial report, and respectfully refer you to the report 
made bj the county treasurer. 

My report is as full as the directors' reports will warrant, 
Tn many mattei's of interest these reports are very deficient and 
fraught with confusion. They seem to think when they have 
made their enumeration report that they have done all the law 
requires of them. 

The school interest of the county is growing rapidly. Our 
schoolhouses are not as good as they should be, but many of the 
flistrlcts have comfortable houses and have schools taught 
throughout the winter. You will notice that the conductor of 
our county normal did not report to me. This normal was not 
as well attended by our teachers as it should have been, but 
every teacher in the county showed a desire to attend but could 
?iot on account of their financial condition. The teachers 
throughout the county are taking more interest in their schools, 
and are making commendable efforts to qualify themselves to 
teach more successfully. 
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Let me say in conclusion tliat the great, crying needs of the 
county are "county supervision and the right to vote an unlim- 
ited tax/' 

H. H. POYNTER, County Examiner. 

MISSISSIPPI cou:n^ty. 

Two white and two colored institutes were held during the 
year, which were fairly attended and some good work was done. 
Owing to the fact that some of our teachers resided at a consid- 
erable distance from the county seat, and that there is no way of 
enforcing their attendance upon the institutes, as decided by the 
supreme court, it is impossible to make these institutes the suc- 
c<*^s they should be. 

The law should be amended by expressly giving county ex- 
aminers the power to revoke license for failure to attend. 

The normal conducted at Blytheville during the month of 
June was well attended. Professor Eivers was the right man in 
the rjg]it place and the teachers showed their appreciation of his 
services by the diligence and interest they displayed in their 
work. 

By all means, endeavor to prevail on the next legislature 
to continue the normals. They are worth ten times the amount 
expended to our poor Arkansas teachers who are deprived of the 
moans and time of otherwise educating themselves in the proper 
mctliO'Js for progressive work in the noble calling they have 
chosen. E. E. SEMMES, County Examiner. 

MONEOE COUIS^TY. 

I herewith submit my annual report for Monroe County. 

OwinjQ^ to very imperfect reports from directors, my report 
Ss not as fufl as I desired to have it. I went to the treasurer'? 
books for the financial reports of all the districts except the tvro 
speclnl districts. Holly Grove and Brinkley. 

I made corrections in the enumeration and enrollment when 
I (*ould, but in some districts wliich I could not reach in time I 
find the enumeration and enrollment the same. 

Brinkley district built a good schoolhouse during the fiscal 
year, but it 'vvas next to impossible to get a correct statement of 
their expenditures. They had $1,800 insurance money, which 
was not included in their report. It is, however, included in the 
cost of the house. 
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If "\ve do not get superintendents to look after the interests 
of the sciioojs there is not much chance to improve on those 
schooh remote from our little towns. 

T-ic Avliito teachers of the county have an association meet- 
ing once a month that promises to be a factor in enlightening the 
people. I have attended every meeting so far. It is my pur- 
post to p;o all over the county, or at least into every district where 
there is a white school, and encourage the work. 

AVc should make every effort to have our next legislature 
give us county supervision or superintendency. I like the book, 
but for a small county like ours it takes some longer to make the 
report. In fact it is a tedious report, considering the meager 
rei'iinKTation we get for it. 

Thaiiking you for kindness extended me and for co-opera- 
tion in educational work, I remain, respectfully, 

W. L. FERGUSOIT, County Examiner. 

NEVADA COUNTY. 

The included repoii; for Nevada County for the school year 
from June CO, 1805, to June 30, 1896, is respectfully submitted 
to yoii for examination. 

I have made every effort to make this report as complete as 
possible. The number of children of school age has increased 
from 5,031 in September, 180.^>, to 6,143 in September, 1896, an 
increase of 212 during the year. 

Last year the Peabody and county normals were a com- 
plete success. The county normal this year was also a 
grand success, with an enrollment of eighty-five more white 
teachers than were emplo3'ed in the county. There has 
been some private normal work done in the county. The 
teachers, young and old, feel the need of a normal training. 

I feel tiial the white schools are in much better condition 
than they were tw^o years ago. Not having any colored normal? 
in this countv, a few colored teachers have attended in other 
counties. ?'ncir examination papers show the work plainly. 

The large percentage of first grade licenses I attribute to 
the excellent normals in the county, and the teachers turning 
their attention entirely to the branches required by law for 
county licenses. 



OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 131 

I have made every effort to make the financial report aa 
complete as possible. The treasurer's books are not in proper con- 
dition, hence the figures reported are not quite correct. I exam- 
ined the several accounts district by district, but they would not 
balance. A committee will be appointed to examine and correct 
the books. In all probability the financial account will be 
nearly connect next year. 

The present form of blanks is a big improvement on the old 
style. 

My present term of office expires shortly and I may never 
have the honor of making another report to you, but I feel that 
youi- influence will be felt in the schools of the State for years to 
come. 

Trusting that you will have the same success in the future 
that you have had in the past, I am, your obedient servant, 

CHAS. W. NEWTH, County Examiner. 

newto:n^ county. 

You will find my report very incomplete owing to the fact 
that a great many directors made no other report than the enum- 
eration. Allow me to say: I repeatedly urged them through 
my newspaper to have their reports full and complete, but it 
seems that a majority of the directors regarded the report merely 
to get the apportionment of money for their district only. An 
educated, trustworthy, well-paid director would be a blessing to 
the school system of the great State of Arkansas. 

'I am more than gratified to report the marked advancement 
of education in Newton County. I think, considering the many 
disadvantages imder which we are laboring, we are making 
wonderful progress. I am sorry to say, as a general thing, the 
«choolhouses of our county are in a shameful condition. Most 
of them were built long ago and should be replaced by new ones. 
It affords me great pleasure to say that a majority of our 
teachers are energetic and progressive. They are beginning to 
take a great interest in institute and examination work, and seem 
anxious to improve themselves in all the late methods of teach- 
ing. The best teachers of the county cheerfully comply with 
the law in regard to attending the institutes and examinations; 
however, I disfavor the law requiring schools to be closed on ex- 
amination days, and think this matter should be amended; but I 
most earnestly favor a compulsion of all teachers to attend insti- 
tutes and county normals. 
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The importance of professional reading is not sufficiently 
understood and appreciated by our teachers. I trust the time 
is not far distant when our teachers will not only take and read 
good journals, but possess good libraries on the subject of teach- 
ing. This will, perhaps, put them to thinking and acting as 
teachers should, and may God speed the day when our teachers 
will commence thinking. I fear we have some teachers in our 
great State that never had a serious, sober, considerate thought 
in their life. , ^^^.^ti 

One matter worthy of note is the adoption by the directors 
of a uniform series of text-books for Newton County. New 
books have been placed in several districts for distribution among 
the many districts and are fast taking the place of the many kinds 
of old books. It has taken two years of hard efforts on my part 
to secure these results, but thank God, it has beenaccompUshed, 
and all, especially the teachers, are heartily rejoicing. 

In conclusion, permit me to congratulate you on the grand 
work you are doing in the department of education for the great 
commonwealth of Arkansas. We want no better men than you 
at the head of this department, and now thanking you for the 
gentlemanly courtesy shown me in all our correspondence, I beg 
to remain, your obedient coworker, 

J. W. CASTEEL, County Examiner Newton County. 

PEERY COUNTY. 

I have the honor to submit herewith the annual report of 
the county examiner of Perry County for the year ending June 
30, 1896. It is a source of gratification to me to be able to re- 
port to you a general improvement in school interest in Perry 
County. Reports of directors are more carefully prepared, they 
are fuller and sent in more promptly than before. In the insti- 
tute work I find a vast improvement in professional knowledge 
among the teachers, and an awakening of a spirit of educational 
progress that was totally lacking a few years since. I attribute 
the improvement in a great degree to the county normal. 

This report, while imperfect in some respects, is as correct 
as I could make it from the books of the county officers and the 
reports of directors. Respectfully, 

JORDAN SELLERS, County Examiner. 
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PRAIKIE COUNTY. 

It is with much pleasure that I can say to you that the di- 
rectors of Prairie County, Ark., have been prompt in mak- 
ing their enumeration reports from fifty-one school districts in 
the county, with considerable improvement over last year, 
though attended with many inaccuracies. I am persuaded that 
a great portion of this report is as correct as can be, especially 
the enrollment of the children, number of schools taught, but 
not defined properly as to term of months taught, often leaving 
out the number of days taught and the grading of pupils in the 
different branches taught. The list of teachers is made up mainly 
from my register. The county clerk is partly to blame for failure 
on his part in not making proper reports to the directors of the 
schools in the county. We have a good school man in our county 
jildge, J. D. Collins. E'ow I trust that this report will prove sat- 
isfactory, as it is the best I could make from the enumeration 
received. I am yours, ^vith high regard, 

D. S. HARMS, County Examiner Prairie County. 

POLK COUNTY. 

It is almost impossible to make anything like a correct re- 
port. I have held over the time in order to secure reports even 
of the examination of pupils. Hope you can and will accept this. 
Our teachers are making an effort to come to the front, as they 
now realize that a new people are coming in from the ITorth, and 
that experienced teachers are entering this field of work, and that 
they will be compelled to step or take to the fields for a living — 
that a teacher cannot be a farmer and teacher. He must quit 
the one or the other. 

FRANCIS M. REEVES, Examiner Polk County. 

POPE COUNTY. 

I am a little late with my report for the year ending June 
30, 1896, but hope it will reach you in time. I could not make 
as full a report as the blank forms call for (the financial part), 
owing to it not being furnished me by the directors. Nearly all 
I do report was furnished me by the county treasurer. I have 
taken extra pains to see that the additions were correct. I think 
you will find them correct, especially on the enumerations. 
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You will see that we have had no institute this year. We 
thought that if we would spend one month in the normal it 
would answer all purposes. Nearly every teacher promised me 
he would attend the normal, but when the time came around a 
great many of tliem had crops on hand and were behind with 
their work, owing to continued rains, and were unable to hire 
help. The normal has increased the first grades about 25 per 
cent in this county. If the appropriation is continued for the 
normals another year, I believe it would be just and right to 
make attendance compulsory. As a usual thing the very teacher 
that needs the instruction most stays away. The one great thing 
needed in this county is more money, so the schools can continue 
for a longer period during the year. 

J. T. PUCKETT, Examiner Pope County. 

PULASKI COUITTY. 

Professor R. H. Parham, county examiner of Pulaski 
County, to-day submitted the following report to {Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Jordan: 

^^I have taken great pains to make my report as perfect as 
possible. The directors' reports are so imperfect that it is im- 
possible to make an accurate report. 

"In order to remedy the defective reports of directors, some 
changes must be made in the law. According to the law, the 
directors need not make their reports until the 10th of Septem- 
ber, and then the county examiner must make his report by the 
20th of September. Many reports do not come in until the last 
day, and a few come in after the 10th. Time is not left for the 
county examiner to have necessary corrections made. I there- 
fore suggest that you urge the general assembly to change the 
date of the reports of directors from the lOth of September to 
the 10th of August. 

"The school enrollment and attendance report will never be 
correct until it is brought under the immediate control of the 
county examiner. This will be accomplished by requiring all 
teachers employed to make the attendance report to county ex- 
aminer before receiving their last month's pay. The last month's 
pay should not be made by the county treasurer until the teach- 
er presents a receipt from the coimty examiner for his attendance 
report. 

"School directors should be required to report to the county 
examiner the names, the pay and the grade of certificate of all 
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ieacliers employed. I hope that the advantage of this report 
^vill appear without any argument in its favor. 

"I am fully convinced that we have too many school dis- 
tricts. I am in favor of the township district system, with a 
central school, with a term of nine months, open to all pupils of 
the fifth grade in the district. This will secure better and more 
responsible directors, and at least one high-grade teacher in each 
district. 

"All the evils mentioned above vnll be corrected when we 
^et a competent superintendent in every county in the State. 
This ofiicer is absolutely necessary to the efficient working of the 
public school system. Nothing that is essential to a matter of 
such overwhelming importance is dear or too expensive. In 
common with the best thought of the press, I am confident that 
the safety and welfare of the people depends upon only two 
things — a sound education and a faithful following of the teach- 
ings of Jesus Christ. The school and the church can be wisely 
l)rought into harmonious action for the accomplishment of so 
worthy an object. 

"The county normal in Pulaski County has been a great 
success. The number in attendance will show how great an in- 
terest our teachers have had in this important work. 

"The very cordial way in which you have co-operated with 
me has secured for our normals the very best instructors in the 
State. I sincerely hope that the general assembly will continue 
the appropriation for the normals. I desire to thank you for 
your friendly courtesy, and for your kind co-operation with mc 
in my work. E. IE. PAEHAM, County Examiner. 

EANDOLPH COUNTY. 

The school interest has grown considerably in *lhis county 
within the last year. 

The teachers of Eandolph County consist largely of young 
men and young ladies who live in the country, and who are anx- 
ious to make successful teachers. Taking the teachers as a 
whole, I can safely say that they have improved in professional 
qualifications at least 50 per cent during the past three years, and 
25 per cent of that improvement during the last year. Our in- 
stitutes for two years were very interesting and instructive. 

I believe that it would be good for the schools and teachers 
to raise the standard required for third grade certificates to at 
least 65 per cent, if not to 70 per cent, for the reason that the 



136 REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT 

standard being at 60 per cent for a third grade, it encumbers us 
with a few teachers who are not qualified to teach, although they 
may attain the 60 per cent grade. 

J. C. MILLER, County Examiner. 

SEBASTIAN COUNTY. 

The directors have failed to give me the average number in 
different branches taught in single school district Fort Smith, 
also failed to give amount received from common school fund 
and disti-ict tax. You will see an overdraft of $1,965.96 in this 
district, but they have a permanent fund which they can draw 
from and replace the amount afterwards with money received 
from taxes. 

We did not hold an institute this year on account of the nor- 
mal being held at Witcherville. 

W. D. BUCKLEY, County Examiner Fort Smith District. 

SEBASTIAN COUNTY. 

I have had the usual delays with, perhaps, an increased 
amount of trouble to get anything like a report from quite a 
number of my directors, and I am forced to say that so far as the 
financial matters are concerned I have had to copy the same 
from the county treasurer's books, and I would call your atten- 
tion to the fact that while I have had no chance without an im- 
mense amount of trouble to get the items of expenditures and 
receipts from each district, yet my totals are correct according to 
the treasurer's books, therefore I have left blank some columns, 
giving only the totals which may be relied on as correct. I am 
of the opinion that one of the best things that could be done to 
better our school system would be to have but three directors to 
a township. The more experience I have, the more I become 
convinced that incompetent directors are the greatest hindrance 
we have in the progress of our school work. 
Respectfullv, 

J.' B. WILLIAMSON, County Examiner. 

SCOTT COUNTY. 

I have the honor to submit my annual report of the public 
schools of Scott County. 

The interest in public education is increasing. The demand 
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for better teachers and longer terms is almost universal in this 
county. Two years ago eighteen districts of the coimty voted 
against tax; one year ago, 1895, only nine voted tax down, and 
this year it seems that every district except four voted the school 
tax. Many directors and citizens have expressed regrets that the 
statutes limited the local school tax to 5 mills, expressing a de- 
sire to have the constitutional limit removed. During my term 
of office I have taken advantage of public occasions to address 
the people upon the importance of ^Inaintaining and increasing 
the efficiency of our public schools. I have made personal visits 
and addressed the people in more than half the districts. I am 
sure that great advantages would result from the establishment 
the office of county superintendent. The coimtry schools need 
closer and more constant supervision. 

The summer normals have been quite satisfactory, ai^d the 
teachers are anxious for their continuance. I am of the opinion 
that the teachers should be required to attend. 

We find it difficult to suppress the private examination, be- 
cause the public examination was unknown in this country pre- 
vious to the present term. We have one rule that works well — 
no one gets a first grade certificate who has not had at least three 
months of successful experience. In the future the legal de- 
mands for the quarterly examination will be strictly adhered to, 
and no private examinations given. 

The law requiring teachers to register with the coimty 
treasurer is a good one. We note with pleasure the many im- 
provements under your administration. Your assistant also de- 
serves much credit for his prompt and careful attention to the 
minor details of the office. 

Your report book is a happy invention. In conclusion al- 
low me to thank you for your valuable assistance whenever 
called on, and let me add that I trust the progressive spirit will 
continue xmtil Arkansas can afford, (1) one good State normal 
for the training of white teachers. (She has had a State normal 
for colored teachers for twenty-five years). (2.) The privilege 
of voting a 10 mill tax for local school purposes. (3.) A 
county superintendent. (4.) Uniformity of text-books for the 
coimty. Respectfully submitted, 

HUBERT J. HALL, County Examiner. 

SEARCY COUNTY. 

In some respects this report is not as accurate as I wished, 
but I. believe it is more nearly correct than any report I have 
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been able to make. We have just closed one of the most inter- 
esting institutes ever held in the county. The attendance has 
not been so good as we have had before, but the work has been 
more thorough. We made it a point to have each teacher make 
a report of his school, and from these reports the schools of the 
county have done more good than ever before. From these re- 
ports one of the great evils in our schools is that they have several 
different kinds of text-books, and another is that the teachers can- 
not secure as good an enrollnient as there should be. They have 
so far fallen short in securing regular attendance. 

Our county normal, conducted by Professor T. F. Ail- 
bright, was a success. We failed to get as many teachers to at- 
tend as we secured last year, but the teachers did better work. 

S. E. HOLLABAUGH, County Examiner. 

SEVIEE COUNTY. 

Please find herein my eighth annual report. Too much^*free 
silver 16 to 1," ^^Bryan and Sewall," and "Middle of the road'' 
to procure accurate reports from directors this year, consequently 
minutia must be winked at and totals made to answer. The 
common school interest seems in a more healthy condition this 
year than last, the result of the summer normal being more sat- 
isfactory, and the general good-feeling, which had been ruffled 
by a treasury deficit, at last returning to its wonted placidity. 
The seeming disappointment between "Enrolled in the Public 
Schools" and "Enumeration" is due to the fact that frequently 
pupils are enrolled under "chimney corner law," 1 guess, and in 
other instances they may be enrolled and then move out of the 
district before the first of the next September. The directors 
place a very low value on their schoolhouses. I consider ours as 
good rural district schoolhouses as we find in other counties. 1 
stated in my first annual report, 1889, that I could not agree with 
those who claimed that the third grade license should be abol- 
ished. My eight years experience as county examiner with 
thirty-two (32) successive quarterly examinations have noi 
changed my mind, but convinced me that any examiner who will 
grant a third grade license to an applicant who does not merit it 
would, with similar environment, grant the same party a second 
grade when the law allowed but two grades. A 60 per cent 
value on the questions you send out made in a properly conducted 
examination, indicates ample information on the part of the ap- 
plicant to take charge of and to teach the greater number of oui* 
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nu*al schools, provided they are possessed of teacliing capacity. 
Our free school law is good as it stands, and in my observation 
and score of years experience, I am fully convinced that the error 
licrf in the execution. 

I congratulate you on your successful administration, and 
extend mv best wishes for the future. 
Yours to command, 

J. B. MAETIN, Examiner Sevier County. 

The directors failed to get in their reports early enough for 
me to send in my report by 20th, which I generally do. 

J. B. M. 

SHAKP COUXTY. 

The carelessness of directors in making their reports makes 
it almost impossible for the county examiner to make a correct 
report. I have been hindered in making my report by the 
directors not making theirs as they should have done. Though 
I think there is a marked improvement this year over last. By 
hard work, writing and even riding out among the people myself 
and reminding them of their duty on this line, I have received a 
partly correct report, though not a full one, of all the districts 
in the county. I think a change in form of the blanks fur- 
nished directors would facilitate correct reports. I like the new 
form of examiner's reports much better than the old one. I think 
it a decided improvement. I think if enumeration were made 
something after the same style we would get more complete re- 
ports, and have less trouble in compiling them. The school in- 
terest is rapidly improving in this county. The normal has 
given life, energy and information to the teachers; so we have 
better teachers, better schools and more interest among the pat- 
rons than before the introduction of normals. I hope the legis- 
lature Moll give them to us again. I also believe a county 
superintendent of schools, paid a salary, w^ould be a step in the 
right direction. Examiners generally teach for a living, and 
that alone absorbs all their time and they cannot possibly devote 
the time to the duties of the office that it should have. 
A great many of the duties of the office are unavoidably neg- 
lected. While it is a fact that we cannot change these defects 
in our law we possibly may have some influence upon our legis- 
lature should we work as one man in that direction. T believe 
with a little effort on our part as teachers, and the influence we 
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can have upon the patrons of our schools and marching under 
the banner as held up by Professor Jordan, we will be on 
the high road to success. Respectfully, 

D. C. BILLINGSLEY, County Examiner, 

STONE COUNTY. 

I have the honor heremth to submit my annual report. You 
will see that it is very incomplete. It is necessarily so on ac- 
count of the meager reports made to me by district directors. 
Many of them seem to think that it is necessary to report only 
the names and ages of the children of school age in their re- 
spective districts. Over 50 per cent reported nothing else. None 
made any financial report. I could not show in my report the 
amount derived from the common school fund and the per capita 
tax separately, as they are both "lumped" together and then pro 
rated to the different districts. Nor can I show the amount on 
hand at the beginning and end of the school year, without going 
over the treasurer's books and striking two balances, as he makes 
his settlement or balances his books October 31. Such a course 
would require more time and labor than I feel inclined to give. 
I have done the best that I could do under the circumstances. 
Of course, I could have guessed in reference to many things 
not reported, but having nothing to guide nje in making 
estimates, I have preferred not to do so. My report has been 
delayed and the time to devote to its preparation shortened by 
the fact that most of the directors left their reports at the count}^ 
clerk's office, instead of sending them to me, and it was some 
time before I ascertained where they were. 

Yours respectfullv, 

J. N. CRAIG, County Examiner. 

STONE COUNTY NORMAL AND INSTITUTE. 

The attendance at the normal was small from the fact that 
most of our male teachers are farmers, and are necessarily busy 
in their crops at the time our normals have been held. I am 
of the opinion that the month of October would be a better time 
for the normal in this county, from the fact that no public 
schools arc in progress at that time — the three-months summer 
schools closing about the last of September and the few winter 
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scliools not beginning until about the 1st of December. I am 
aware of the f acjb that teachers in the high schools do not agree 
with me in this opinion, but it is by self-interest that they are 
moved. Almost every one of them has a lightning rod up, hop- 
ing that a bolt from the State Superintendent's office may come 
his way, and if the normal were held in October he would have 
other fish to fry. 

The teachers of Stone County owe you a debt of gratitude 
for sending two such earnest, faithful, efficient, Christian gen* 
tlemen as Professors T. E. Albright and J. W. Kuykendall. 
They made many friends here among teachers and citizens. 

The institute was held in connection with the normal dur- 
ing the last three days of its session, under the direction of Pro^ 
fessor Kuykendall, and was both interesting and profitable. The 
school interest in Stone County is much improved and is steadily 
growing. I have graded much more closely since I have been 
in office than was ever done here before, and while it gave much 
dissatisfaction to some teachers it has resulted in much good to 
the teachers generally, as well as to the schools. 
Yours with respect, 

J. IsT. CKAIG, County Examiner. 

ST. EEANCIS COUNTY. 

The public schools of this county are generally in a prosper- 
ous condition. Every district has voted, I believe, a S mill tax 
for their support during the next scholastic year. All the new 
schoolhouses that have been built within the last two vears are 
of a better grade than formerly, and many of our schoolhouses 
are seated with the latest improved desks. Our citizens gener- 
ally support the common schools. Many persons have license 
to teach who had no schools, as we report 100 teachers, and only 
seventy-seven schools. Some teachers taught two schools, one in 
the summer in one district and in the winter another. Many 
who have obtained license in the last two years have left the 
county. 

I hope the legislature will continue the normal schools, al- 
though T was originally opposed to them. I see that they can 
be made a power for good in the State, but the law ought to be 
amended so that every teacher's license, who does not attend 
these normals, should expire the day these normals closed. Then 
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the teachers who do attend and thereby make themselves more 
efficient teachers, could all obtain situations. No coimty ex^ 
arainer should be allowed to license any one who willfully neg- 
lects to attend two years in succession. There will arise cases 
where we will have to give private examinations, but the law 
should be amended so that only third grade should be issued at 
these, and when any person has had two third grade licenses and 
cannot make a second grade, they should be dropped from the 
profession. 

I believe in a county superintendent instead of county ex- 
aminer and the books and manner of teaching should be uni- 
form, or as near as practicable, throughout the county. 

Let me thank you for the convenient blanks you sent us this 
year and may you live to introduce many more needed improve- 
ments into the common schools of this State. 

J. B. SANDEKS, County Examiner. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

This report is not correct in every particular, but is as 
nearly so as could be made from the very imperfect reports of 
many of our school directors. In many cases in order to make 
any financial report at all reference had to be made to the 
county treasurer's books. The enumeration report can be re- 
lied on and shows an increase in school population of 190 over 
last yeai». In my opinion, we would get better and more satis- 
factory reports if secretaries of school boards were paid a small 
sum for making these annual reports to county examiners. As 
it is the business of three men, it is no one man's business. 

Considering all things, our schools are doing well vdth 
longer terms, better attendance and better teaching. The sum- 
mer normals have done much toward making our teaching price 
better. Our teachers, with one accord, claim to have received 
benefit from them. J. C. MITCHELL, County Examiner. 

VANBUREN COUNTY. 

I herewith send you my annual report for 1896. You 
will perceive that the financial portion of it is anything but com- 
plete. This IS owing to the fact that the directors do not recog- 
nize the irni)oi'tance of making full reports. A few fail to report 
fichoob in theii' districts, or anything else, except the enumera- 
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tion. Tliey seem to think all other matters of not much 
importance, hence fail to report. The schools of our county are 
in a floLirisliing condition. Better teachers have gone out from 
our county normals held the last two years and the work they 
are doiug at present cannot be compared mth that of former 
years. My report shows only twenty-two schoolhouses in the 
county. This may be correct, as the greater number of school- 
hoiiees are individual or private property, and are not given in 
88 public schoolhouses. 

E. HACKETT, County Examiner. 

WHITE COUNTY. 

I lici'eAvith submit my annual report as county examiner 9f 
White County for the scholastic year ending June 30, 1896. 

The scliools generally are in a fairly healthy and prosperous 
condition. The teachers as a class are ambitious and striving 
to rise in the profession. Our county normal was a decided 
success. Attendance was good and the interest unflagging to 
the end. The instructors were able and efficient and gave perfect 
satisfaction. 

At the close of the school the teachers unanimously asked for 
a contiauance of the appropriation for the support of the normals. 
They also asked our next legislature to institute the office of 
county superintendent in lieu of county examiner, and grant us 
uniformity of text-books throughout the State. 

H. A. SMITH, County Examiner. 

WOODRUFF COUNTY. 

I hand you herewith my annual report for the year ending 
June 30, 1896. I am about ten days late, but early returns 
showed such a falling off in scholastic population from the re- 
Tnins of last year that I have endeavored to ascertain the cause. 
I have not been verv successful in this. School District No. 10 
made no report and I used the figures from last year's report for 
this district. The financial statement is taken from the treas- 
urer's books and is accurate. Treasurer's commission should be 
deducted from amounts to the credit of the various districts to 
show amount actually on hand. 

Institute shows very poorly, owing to my turning my atten- 
tion more closely to normal attendance. We were quarantined 
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against, owing to a smallpox scare, at the March examination, 
and many licenses expired before the July examination, which I 
thuik accounts for small normal attendance. School District 
No. 31 has a large denominational school at Cotton Plant, but 
I have been imable to learn its enrollment. Professor J. W. 
Anderson taught a private school in that district last year. I 
have not obtained figures. 

The crying need of our schools is county supervision — a 
more close connection between superintendent and teachers, and 
superintendent and directors. God speed the day of the county 
superintendent. I believe we need graded salaries. There is 
something wrong with a system which pays a first gi*ade teacher 
$30, while a second grade teacher gets $50 and a third grade 
$40. WILL MOOEMAN", County Examiner. 

t 

YELL COUI^TY. 

I herewith submit my annual report for the year ending 
June 30, 1896. Having been appointed to fill an unexpired 
term, it has been difinlcult for me to obtain all the facts necessary 
in making this report. It has been some trouble to get full 
information from the districts. Each district in the county has 
sent an enumeration report, but in many instances, these reports 
would not give the enrollment, daily attendance, length of 
school, grade of teachers and salary paid. There has not been 
fm-nished to me a report of all the schoolhouses, together with 
their value and the value of the school property. Eor my finan- 
cial report I have relied upon the statement furnished by the 
county clerk. 

All the teachers reported have not been licensed during this 
year nor can I find a record of all holding license in the county. 

There was one institute held, the attendance was good and 
a great interest was manifested by all the teachers present. "We 
adopted the normal plan and our institute continued in session 
one week. I think this is a better plan than to hold two insti- 
tutes a year and have each session but two or three days long. 

At the close of the normal the teachers passed a resolution, 
asking' that the next legislature make an appropriation for county 
(not State) normals. The county noiinal reaches the mass of 
the teachers, while the few who take advantage of the oppor- 
tunities offered by the State normal, could go to college or to 
the State University. 
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The free schools of tlie county are improving. The grade 
of the teachers^ is being raised, and the teachers are becoming 
more enthusiastic. I think the need of the times is county 
superintendents of schools, county normals and the right for the 
people to vote more than a 5 mill tax. 

W. P. MAETIN, County Examiner. 



Chapter XI I. 



PEABOUY FUND AND SCHOLAKSHIPS. 

The foUoAving sums have been received from the general 
agent, Hon. J. L. M. Curry: 

1895 $2,750 

1896 3,300 

This fund has been utilized in normal work, supplementing 
the State appropriation in those counties where the attendance 
was so large and important as to require one or more teachers, 
and in extending in some instances, the session of one month 
allowed by the State, to five or six weeks, as the case demanded. 

Normal schools of three months each were held by able 
faculties as follows: 

Jonesboro — Three months, white, C. L. Sampson, Principal. 

Prescott — Three months, white, W. C. Parham, Principal. 

Hope Normal — Three months, negro, H. C. Yerger, Prin- 
cipal. 

Forrest City — Three months, negro, W. L. Purifoy, Prin- 
cipal. 

In addition to the above, a "School of Methods," lasting one 
iTionth, in July, was held on Mount Nebo, under the manage- 
jiient of Dr. A. L. Purinton, assisted by Miss E. N. Myers, Miss 
Mary L. Whitcomb and Mrs. S. S. King. 

Bv the aid of this fund fifteen more colored schools were 
held in 1896 than in 1895. All these expenditures were outlined 
to the general agent, as he requested to be consulted in regard 
to the manner and form of disbursement, at the time of placing 
it at my disposal. 

Vouchers for all expenditures are retained in hands of 
tlie superintendent and duplicates forwarded to the general 
agent. By referring to biennial report of 1893-94 it will ap- 
pear that the amount of this fund for those years, sent our State 
w«s $11,072.99, Avhich includes a balance from 1891-92 of 
$272.99. The shrinkage of values on the investments of this 
f jind eaiisod bj' the money panic, is the reason why the fund was 
less for Arkansas, as well as for all other States, for the years 
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1894-95, and it is not due to any desire on the part of the officers 
of the fund to withdraw the usual aid in this behalf. 

The general agent, Hon. J. L. M. Curry, was much pleased 
to Icno^v of the liberal appropriations in favor of normals made 
by the legislature and he so expressed himself, he also 
adfied, "AVe help those who help themselves." The amount 
gi\cn us in these times of financial stringency was quite liberal, 
and doubtless, was pressed higher than anticipated because of 
the a(*tIon of our State along the Une of the professional training 
of our leaciiCTs. 

1'he State owe^ much to the Hon. J. L. M. Curry, general 
agent of this fnnd, for his personal and official interest in our 
pul)lic school syr,t€ni) and especially that part of it that ha? 
direct reference to the improvement of our teachers. He has 
stood bv us in our needs, helped us in our struggles and encour- 
aged us in our educational advancement. He manifests increas- 
ing interest in behalf of Arkansas teachers, both by his apt coun- 
sel and liberal appropriations. We have nowhere, outside our 
borders, a more attentive or zealous friend. It is due him, as well 
as ourselves, that the records should show our just and hearty ap- 
preciation of his helpful hands. 



UNIVERSITY OF NASHVILLE. 

PEABODY SCHOLAKSHIPS. 

The amount donated to Arkansas for these scholaxships at 
the University of Nashville, Peabody ISTormal, for the year end- 
ing June, 1897, is $2,102. This is under the exclusive control 
of the general agent. The following shows the present attend- 
ance from Arkansas at that institution: 

Miss Kate Anthony, Fort Smith, expires. May, 1897 

IM. J. Barlow, iN'ashville, expires. May, 1897. 

Mi£i5 Laura Brower, Van Buren, expires, May, 1898. 

W. O. Elam, Bruno, expires. May, 1897. * 

M. E. Foster, Patterson Bluff, expires, May, 1898. 

E. C. Kramer, Kussellville, expires, May, 1897. 

Mk^ Sallie Lloyd, Hope, expires. May, 1897. 

M.'fcs Annie Eaincs, Little Rock, expires. May, 1897. 

Wnrren Scott, Austii^, expires. May, 1897. 

!M. F. Shewmake, Monticello, expires. May, 1898. 

H. \. Stroud, Jonesboro, expires. May, 1897. 
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T. L. Wolf, Paris, expires, May, 1897. 

Mifs Elma Austin, Hot Springs, expires. May, 1898. 

Edward C. Dunbar, Dardanelle, expires. May, 1898. 

J, I). AAilliams, Warren, expires. May, 1898. 

Miss Ethel Dunbar, Dardanelle, expires. May, 1898. 

As this subject is a matter of great interest to our people, 
and as frequent communications are received asking for particu- 
Ifii-s, we lierewith publish the latest and fullest information oa 
this subject, issued by the general agent, Hon. J. L. M. Curry: 

The reader will readily observe the intrinsic importance of 
cue of these scholarships and the standards of mental, moral and 
phvsical excellence that are required. 

The rules and reflations concerning Peabody scholarships 
are set forth in the foUowdng circular of information, issued by 
tlie general agent of the Peabody Education Eund: 

I. The intent of the Peabody Board of Trust in establish- 
uig these scholarships in the Normal College is to affect pub- 
lic (Klucation in the South through a high grade of pro- 
fesslonallv educated teachers. 

I. The realization of this intent implies, on the part of 
teaoliers, high moral aims, natural aptness to teach, an education 
of the liberal type, a knowledge of the history, theory, and art 
of education, and the pursuit of teaching as a vocation. 

II. A Peabody scholarship is worth $100 a year and the 
str.dent's railroad fare from his home to Nashville and return by 
the most direct route, and is good for two years. Tlfie college 
year (onsists of eight months, beginning: on the first Wednesday 
in October, and closing on the last Wednesday in May, and 
snliolarsbip students receive from the President of the college 
$25 on the last days of October, December, Eebruary and April. 

1 . 'No payment will be made except for time of actual at- 
tpjidance. 

2. Scholarships will be withdrawn from students who al- 
low bills for board to go unpaid. 

?. Scholarships will be forfeited for partial or irregular at- 
tendance. 

4. So far as possible railroad tickets vnW be sent to stu- 
dentci before leaving their homes, but students who do not receive 
1i(J<eis will be repaid their railroad fare within one month after 
entrance, and return tickets will be issued just previous to the 
close of the session in May. Students who leave the college 
before the close of the term will not be paid their return fare. 
^Railroad fare to ITashville will be paid only twice on the same 
pcholarship. 
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III. These scholarships are distributed to the several 
States by the general agent, and their award to students is vested 
in him, but for convenience of administration this award is dele- 
gated to the State Superintendents in conjunction with the presi- 
dent of the college. The whole number of scholarships is now 
204, and they are distributed as follows: 

Alabama, 17; Arkansas, 17; Florida, 8; Georgia, 22; Lou- 
isiana, 12; Mississippi, 18; Jforth Carolina, 20; South Carolina, 
12; Tennessee, 33; Texas, 20; Virginia, 18; West Virginia, 12. 

1. New apportionment of scholarships: The general 
agent has made a new distribution of scholarships to take eflFect 
Julv 1, 1897: 

Alabama, 16; Arkansas, 17; Florida, 8; Georgia, 20; Lou- 
isiana, 13; Mississippi, 14; North Carolina, 19; South Carolina, 
13; Tennessee, 33; Texas, 21; Virginia, 18; West Virginia, 12. 

2. No State can claim scholarships as a right. They are 
gifts from the Peabody Board of Trust, and as such, the ratio 
of their distribution, as well as their amount, may be changed, 
or they may be withheld altogether. 

3. At the close of each college year the president will 
notify State Superintendents of the vacancies that are to be filled 
in their respective States for the ensuing college year, and send 
the names and standing of nonscholarship students who are 
deemed worthy of scholarship appointments. If the president's 
nominations are not acted on within two weeks after they are 
forwarded, his nominees will be enrolled as scholarship students. 

4. If appointees do not report at the college promptly at 
the opening of the year, or do not render a satisfactory excuse 
for their absence, their places will be declared vacant. 

IV. In the award of scholarships, precedence is to be 
given to students who have been in the college for one or more 
years, at their own expense, and have there given proof of their 
fitness for the vocation of teaching. 

1. In case there are more vacancies than can be filled in 
the manner just stated, resort should be made to competitive 
examination. 

2. When State Superintendents cannot conduct these com- 
]>etitive examinations in person, they should be careful to dele- 
gate this dutv to competent hands. 

3. Only two years of scholarship aid will be given to the 
same p^^uderit. 

V. For the purpose of securin.<r to all applicants n uniform 
basis of competition the ouestions for examination ^vill be pre' 
pared by the president of the college, and sent to the State Super- 
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intendents for distribution to the examiners whom they may ap- 
point. 

1. The next competitive examination will be held on July 
21 and 22, 1896. 

2. These questions, with specific instructions for their use, 
should be sent to the examiners in sealed envelopes, which are 
not to be opened till the hour for examination has come. 

3. Each competitor should be required to return the lists 
of printed -questions to the examiners as soon as the answers have 
been written. 

VI. The qualifications for becoming a competitor for a 
scholarship are as follows: The applicant must not be less than 
17 years of age, nor more than thirty; of irreproachable moral 
character; in good health; with no physical defects, eccentricities, 
or habits which would interfere with success in teaching; and 
must take a pledge of intent to teach for at least two years afte/ 
graduation. 

1. The task of the examiners will be simplified by making 
a preliminary examination, as suggested above. Good health 
is an indispensable qualification. Any candidate who has any 
chronic affection, such as weak lungs, or weak eyes, should be 
rejected at once. 

2. The use of tobacco in any form is a disqualification for 
a scholarship. i 

3. If it should appear that a candidate intends to use his 
scholarship chiefly as a means of securing an education, or of 
ultimately preparing himself for some profession other than 
teaching, he should not be allowed to compete. 

4. Persons of sluggish or indolent temperament, of sloven- 
ly habits, or of vicious dispositions, should be rejected at once. 

5. When a choice must be made between a young man and 
a young woman whose examination papers are of equal merit, 
the young man should be preferred. This is not intended to dis- 
criminate against young women as such; but it is thought that 
young men will be more likely to continue the vocation of 
teaching. 

6. As fitness for teaching involves other qualities besides 
scholarship, students will be excused from attendance when it 
becomes apparent that they have habits or elements of character 
incompatible with the teacher's office. 

VII. The minimum literary qualifications required of all 
students matriculating for a degree are as follows: 

A. English Studies. — 1. English grammar. 2. Eng- 
lish composition. The books prescribed for examination in 1896 
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are Shakespeare's "Merchant of Venice;" Emerson's "American 
Scholar." For 1897 those prescribed are Irving's "Tales of a 
Traveler;" George Eliot's "Silas Marner;" Scott's "Woodstock." 
(These are to be found well edited, with introductions, in 
Longman's series of English Classics.) 

B. United States History. 

C. Geography, complete. 

13. Mathematics. — 1. Arithmetic, complete. 2 Ele- 
mentary Algebra, complete. 3. Geometry, two books (Went- 
worth's). 

E. Latin. — Beginner's Latin Book; Collar's Gate to 
Caesar; or equivalents. 

1. In the main the examinations should be written, but 
certain intellectual qualities can best be tested in the oral way. 

2. The ability to think and reason is of more importance 
than mere attainment of facts and rules. General intelligence 
and brightness may offset some deficiencies in mere book 
learning. 

3. Good breeding, politeness, and a pleasant manner 
should be counted in a candidate's favor. 

VIII. A scholarship is good for any two consecutive years, 
that is, for Freshman and Sophomore, for Sophomore and Junior, 
for Junior and Senior, or for Senior and Post-Graduate. 

1. When scholarship students reach the college they will 
not be re-examined for admission. 

2. As the number of scholarships is small compared with 
the number of competitors, it will often happen that some of 
those who miss the prize are competent to enter the Freshman 
Class of the college. When persons of this class desire to enter 
the college, they will, on application, receive from their State 
Superintendent a special certificate, which will admit them to the 
ioiJege without further examination. This certificate has no 
money value. 

3. Students who have gained admittance to the college 
have the privilege of being examined for advanced standing if 
application is made within one month after the opening of the 
vear. 

4. The completion of the Sophomore course entitles the 
student to the degree of licentiate of instruction (L. I.); of the 
senior course, to the degree of A. B., B. S., or B. L., and of the 
PosL-Gradiuite Course, to the degree of A. M., M. S., or M. L. 

5. Every member of the college is required to pay an in- 
cidental fee of $10 a year. 
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IX. The pledge required of scholarship students shall be 
I>rescribed by the general agent, and shall be uniform for all the 
States. J. L. M. CTJEKY, General Agent. 

Washington, D. C, April 1, 1896. 



REPORTS ON SPECIAL PEABODY NORMALS. 

PEESCOTT NOKMAI^EEPOKT OF THE PRINCIPAL. 

Hon. Junius Jordan, State Superintendent: 

Sir — I herewith have the honor to present my report as prin- 
cipal of the Peabody Normal School, established by your direc- 
tion in Prescott, Ark. Pursuant to instructions from your office, 
1 opened the normal on the 4th of March, 1895, and continued 
it in session for three months. The prevalence of smallpox in 
several of our larger cities operated at first to deter teachers from 
corning in, aiu4 having only a meager attendance, I, with your 
concurrence, closed the scliool for two weeks, until all pubiie 
apprehension had died away. I then reopened with a largely in- 
creased attendance and completed the three months' term, enroll- 
ing seventy-two pupils, representing seven counties. Through 
iho generosity of the city school board and the liberality of n^y 
teachers, I was enabled to place at the command of the pupils, all 
necessary apparatus for giving thoroiigh instruction in all lines 
of education looking to the requirements of the State law for 
teachers, and also to embrace in our curriculum a liberal amount 
of instruction in most of the higher branches required for State 
certificates. 

As a result of our work I am happy to report that few of our 
pupils passed the examinations at our close with a lower grade 
than 75 per cent, while some of them stood above 90 per cent, 
and a few reaching the maximum limit of 100 per cent. I ap- 
pend hereto the questions used on examination in all depart- 
ments, which will enable you to judge, with some degree of ac- 
curacy, not only of the scope of our work, but also of the matter 
involved, and to a certain extent our method of presenting each 
separate subject. 

Of the two ladies, who were my associates in this work, I can 
not speak in terms of extravagant praise. Their work evinced 
thoroughness of training and entire adaptability to their special 
duties, hence I bespeak for them the confidence and appreciation 
which they so much deserve at the hands of the profession here 
and elsewhere. I must also express my high appreciation of the 
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generous support given me by Professor Newth, tlie able and 
efficient county examiner of Nevada County. 

Tbe morals of the body of students I have never seen sur- 
passed. In earnest devotedness to the work before them, they 
are a credit to their teachers and an honor to themselves. I feel 
gratified to be able to assure you that this mai;erial exhibit of the 
piar'tiral philanthropy of the great Peabody has been wortliil\ 
placed and gratefully utilized. The exhibit of our work for the 
exj)ositi('n at Atlanta, which I inclose with this report, will 
testify to this. 

The catalogue of pupils, which follows, and the course of 
study with examination questions, heretofore attended to, will, I 
trust, give you a proper view of the work we have attempted to 
do for tlio l-enefit of the teaching force of South Arkansas. All 
of which is "ospectfully submitted by. 
Yours in fraternal courtesy, 

W. C. PAKHAII, Principal. 

Prescott, Ark., June 7, 1895. 

JOKESBOEO NOKMAL. 

Hon. Junius Jordan: 

I have the honor to submit the following report: 
Tlic Joisofeboro Normal was in session from October 1 to 
June 7, 1895, and received an appropriation of $400 from the 
Peabody Fund. It was also supported, in part, by a tuition of 
$20 for the session. About fifty pupils were in attendance for 
a part of the time and about twenty of these during the entire 
session. All of these were teachers of experience and of the 
average ag:e of 21 years. The course of study was academic and 
provided for three years' study of pedagogics, mathematics above 
arithmetic, English above grammar, science and Latin. It was 
pursued as laid out for three years, and twenty-four students 
were graduated during that time. Upon careful comparison with 
the published courses of study of State normals of other States, 
it was found to be considerably in advance of the average. The 
amount of money available, however, was not sufficient to main- 
tain the teaching force required, and the school had to be discon- 
tinued in the face of an earnest and crrowing demand for such a 
school. Aside from the lack of funds, it is fatal to a long term 
normal to want the elements of permanency. Hundreds of let- 
tprs were received asking for information which could not be 
definitely given. Our young men and women often begin a year 
or so in advance to make arrangements to take such a course, and 
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they want to be reasonably sure that the school will give them 
an opportunity to finish. About half of the student-teachers 
were put to the necessity of stopping occasionally to teach, but 
returned as long as there was any prospect of the school finishing 
its course. 

All other States have permanent normals which provide the 
sons and daughters of their own citizens with the means of quali- 
fying for the important work of teaching, but very few would go 
from Arkansas to seek these means if they could find them at 
home. The school work of each State has its o^vn special feat- 
ures, and Y/licn the diplomas granted by a State normal are ac- 
cepted in lieu of ecu examination, the attendance can be 
guaranteed. 

It seems that the magnificent work being now carried for- 
ward by the State Superintendent will force a permanent normal. 
This county normal work is attracting the attention of other 
States and is building up at home a demand for better teachers, 
which will eventually give us one of the strongest State normals 
in the country. The need and the benefit of qualifying our 
teachers has been taken right down to every school district in the 
State, and the more prosperous districts are actively demanding 
an extension of these qualifications. 

The State Superintendent should be authorized to lay out . 
a course of study which would take the teacher a little beyond 
what he is required to teach, that he might be master of the situa- 
tion and gain the confidence of his patrons. Such a course will 
include the academic review of the common branches and a 
thorough study of professional methods. 

Notwithstanding the many disadvantages, the Jonesboro 
?f ormal did a great deal of good. The school directors who em- 
ployed the teachers who took the course, volunteered the informa- 
tion that they had never supposed so much valuable work possible 
in a district school. The chief improvement was noticed in the 
teaching of the primary classes. These teachers also became 
promoters of many needed reforms, through their example and 
contact with other teachers in their section. The appreciation 
of the work done by the normal was far beyond my expectations. 

Respectfully submitted, 

C. L. SAMPSON, Principal. 
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HOPE PEABODY NOEMAL, COLOKED TEACHERS. 

HOPE, AEK, June 19, 1896. 
Hon. Junius Jordan, Superintendent of PubKc Instruction: 

Dear Sir — I have the honor to make the following report of 
the Peabody Normal School for the Third congressional district, 
conducted by me at this place, which commenced on the 30th of 
March and ended on the 19th of June, 1896. The work was in 
accord with the syllabus prepared by you. Especial attention 
WaS given to the primary branches, and a regular and systematic 
order of conducting recitations according to the latest approved 
methods of instruction was observed. 

Upon the whole I flatter myself that this school has been 
quite a success. The teachers and pupils were earnest, energetic, 
enthusiastic and ambitious to add to their stock of learning 
throughout the term. They seemed fully alive to the benefits to 
be derived from normal work, and to have a thorough apprecia- 
tion of the opportunity afforded them by our honorable State 
Superintendent in locating this institute in our district, and with- 
in their reach. Six counties of the district were represented, 
and fhe number of pupils enrolled was in excess of that of former 
years. We were honored with visits from a considerable num- 
ber of white teachers, who expressed themselves, without excep- 
tion, pleased with the work as it was being conducted. Professor 
W. N. Atkins, our efficient and worthy county examiner, gave us 
all the assistance and encouragement that we could possibly ex- 
pect from him. Our able Superintendent, Hon. Junius Jordan, 
dropped in upon us unheralded, and gave us an interesting and 
instructive lecture, which greatly pleased the pupils and stimu- 
lated them to extra exertions in mastering their studies. Profes- 
sor T. A. Futrall, the normal lecturer, also added his good offices 
to the work of encouraging our pupils and firing their ambitions 
to become learned and useful citizens, by delivering a well-timed 
lecture, that was most highly appreciated, and I believe proved 
very beneficial. There is no denying that the public school- 
teachers, not only of this immediate section, but of the State at 
large, are decidedly superior in every respect to those of four or 
five years ago. Everybody recognizes and frequently remarks 
on the improvement of the pedagogue, not only in respect to 
learning, but in respect as well to his ability to impart learning 
to others. It is universally agreed that this elevation of the 
teachers' standard is the outgrowth of our splendid normal 
system, supplemented by the earnest and well directed efforts of 
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the head of our State educational department to "spread the 
light" and further the noble cause of education. 

Thanking you for the confidence you have hitherto reposed 
in me, and for the encouragement you have seen fit to extend to 
me, I beg to remain, your obedient servant, 

H. C. YEEGER. 

MOUNT NEBO PEABODT NORMAL. 

Hon. Junius Jordan, State Superintendent of Schools, Little 

Rock, Ark: 

Dear Sir — I desire to present herewith my report of the 
Peabody School of Methods, conducted by me under your direc- 
tion, on Mount Nebo, July 6-31, 1896. 

The school had its origin, as you are aware, in the depart- 
ment of public instruction, and its purpose was to offer to the 
progressive teachers of the State a few weeks of professional inr 
struction at such time as would suit the convenience of all, and 
under such conditions would promise the greatest amount of 
pleasure and profit to those who might be in attendance. 

I found Mount Nebo to be an almost ideal place for such a 
school. The great elevation, the abundant shade, the truly 
magnificent scenery, the ample and admirable school buildings, 
the excellent hotel accommodations, the special arrangement for 
,the inexpensive entertainment of teachers, the salubrious clim- 
atic conditions and the singularly ygh quality of culture and 
refinement found among the large number of guests at the hotels 
and dwellers in the cottages, all conspire to make this, in my 
judgment, one of the most attractive places for a summer school 
to be found anywhere in the Southern States. 

My assistants. Miss Mary Whitcomb, of Little Rock, Miss 
E. N. Myer, of Fort Smith, and Mrs. S. S. King, of Little Rock, 
proved themselves thoroughly accomplished scholars and teach- 
ers, devoted to the success of our enterprise and eager to contrib- 
ute in any way to secure it, and to them is due a large part of the 
interest and profit of our session. 

A primary school was organized out of children spending 
the summer on the mountain, and a portion of each day was 
given to its practical conduct in the presence of the teachers. 
Besides this, special attention was given to methods of teaching 
arithmetic, geography, history, the various branches of physical 
science, particularly physics and natural history, and the English 
language. Daily lectures were given in psychology, pedagogy 
and civil government 
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There were forty teachers in attendance. They were of a 
very excellent type. Summer gatherings of teachers usually in- 
clude the good and the bad. It is well that they should. Indeed 
the poorer teachers are the ones who most need the advantages 
offered at special summer schools. It happened to us this time, 
however, to have only the good. And it must be confessed that 
to the high character and large intelligence of the membership 
another very large share of the success of our school is due. 

The interest in the work was good from the start, and I 
think I may say that it steadily increased to the last hour of the 
last day. The attendance of the enrolled teachers was remark- 
ably prompt and regular, and many visitors from the hotels and 
cottages on the mountain added to the pleasure and interest of 
every session. 

I understand it to be your purpose to make this school a 
permanent institution. That purpose seems to me to be emi- 
nently wise. I am satisfied that next summer will witness 
a large increase in attendance and that year by year the school 
will grow in power and usefulness. If the State legislature 
would give it a small appropriation, to be added to the generous 
gift made by the Hon. J. L. M. Curry from the Peabody Fund, 
the time of the school might be extended to six weeks, the fac- 
ulty strengthened, the appliances improved and the value of its 
work largely augmented. To tlie large class of teachers in Ar- 
kansas who wish to gTow as the demand grows for better teach- 
ing, and yet who find it impossible to stop theu' regular work to 
attend colleges or professional schools, this school will prove, as 
I trust, a priceless boon. And throughout the State I think it 
may and must project itself in ever lengthening lines of power 
for good. Yours very truly, 

A. L. PUKINTOK. 

KEPOKT OF SPECIAL LECTUREK, PROFESSOR T. A. 

FUTRALL. 

MARIANJfA, ARK., August 15, 1896. 

Hon. Junius Jordan, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Little Rock, Ark. : 

Dear Sir — ^By your appointment I had the pleasure of vis- 
iting and lecturing at the county normal schools in the month ot 
June, 1896, at the following places: 

Brinkley, J. A. Kimbrough, instructor. 

Malvern, W. D. Leiper, instructor. 
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Arkadelphia, F. W. Miller, instructor. 

Prescott, W. C. Parham, instructor. 

Hope, W. E. Atkins, instructor. 

Texarkana, Chas. T. Gordon, instructor. 

Stephens, A. P. Kiley, instructor. 

New Lewisville, Allen Hearon, instructor. 

El Dorado, Professor Hearon, instructor. 

Magnolia, J. W. Cantwell, instructor. 

Kison, J. P. Graham, instructor. 

Jonesboro, W. W. Kivers, instructor. 

Paragould, P. M. Malone, instructor. 

Kector, D. T. Rogers, instructor. 

Wynne, D. L. Thompson, instructor. 

Augusta, D. L. Paisley, instructor. 

Searcy, G. W. jJ^ewton, instructor. 

KewpoiL, C. T. Torreyson, instructor. 

Porrest City, Geo. AV. Hopkins, instructor. 

Helena, O. W, Gardiner, instructor. 

Pine Bluff, J. D. Clary, instructor. 

The length of lecture at the above named places was two 
houi*s. It took that long to tell in plain language how to organ- 
ize, classify and successfully conduct a county school of three or 
four months duration. It gives me great pleasure to report that 
the conductors of these normals compare favorably with the best 
men with whom I am acquainted in the United States. The 
teachers in attendance are far above the average, many of them 
standing in the front rank of the profession. Instructors and 
pupils were enthusiastic in the work, the interest and attendance 
far exceeding that of last year. 

It was my good fortune to meet and talk with many of the 
leading citizens of the counties visited, and to hear them speak 
good words for the normal school system and for our efficient 
Sl>re Superintendent, who has laid the foundation for such 
marked progress in the common schools of Arkansas. The 
teachers, the people and the children all love him for the good he 
has done. His grand work in Arkansas has attracted the atten- 
tion of the ablest educators in the United States. Every citizen 
of the State abroad is proud to speak of our educational devel- 
opment. 

The county normal has proved itself to be one of the most 
important factors in our educational system, and the best people 
in the State confidently hope that the next legislature will enact 
laws to make it still stronger. 
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After each lecture resolutions were adopted indorsing the 
normal schools, the State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
and thanking the lecturer for his talk. Most truly yours, 

THOS. A. FUTRALL, 

KEPORT OF PEOFESSOR H. A. NICKELL ON VISITS 
AND LECTURES TO AVHITE NORMALS. 

OZARK, ARK., August 28, 1896. 

lion. Junius Jordan, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Little Rock, Ark. : 

Dear Sir — ^By appointment I had, the pleasure of visiting 
and lecturing at the following normals held for white teachers 
during the month of June, 1896: 

Bradley County, Warren; P. M. McKay, instructor. 

Calhoun County, Hampton; J. H. Witherspoon, instructor. 

Cleveland County, Rison; J. P. Graham, instructor. 

Conway County, Cleveland; W. M. Wear, instructor. 

Dallas County, Princeton; R. E. Major, instructor. 
* Desha County, Arkansas City; W. A. Ramsey, instructor. 

Drew County, Monticello; J. L. Spence, instructor. 

Jefferson County, Pine Bluff; J. D. Clary, instructor. 

Johnson County, Clarksville; A. L. Peacher, instructor. 

Perry County, Perryville; C. F. Armistead, instructor. 

At your request I observed the teaching and the methods of 
each instructor, and satisfied myself in regard to the effective- 
ness of the work. I found that the instructors were teachers of 
ability and in line with the well approved methods of normals in 
other States. The attendance averaged §5 per cent of the en- 
rolled teaching force. The interest and attention of each teacher 
was observed to be of that earnest and zealous nature that desires 
and works for improvement. The communities took part in the 
exercises by daily attending and by giving aid and encourage- 
ment to the pupils and teachers. The men of professional stand- 
ing, clergymen, physicians and lawyers, gave suitable lectures, 
and thus added force to the situation. While there were some 
features that suggested improvement, they were rare. I lec- 
tured to each normal on the subject of school organization, school 
management, or school ethics, as the situation suggested. 

Jt was plainly noticed that the county normal had done 
effective work last year, and that an advance had been made all 
along the line for the present year. The opinion was unchal- 
lenged that the normal schools had improved to such an extent, 
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b\" virtue of improved teachers, that 1894 and 1896 would be 
noted as epochs in the history of education in Arkansas. 

In this connection permit me to say that the citizens and 
teu'^hers expressed grateful acknowledgment to our legislature 
for the normal advantages afforded them, and also to Hon. J. L. 
?.[. Curry, the general agent of the Peabody Fund, for the aid 
given the system in the State whereby we were enabled to in- 
crease the number of normals, and in many instances to prolong 
the session from four to five and six weeks. I have the honor 
to be, yours most respectfully, H. A. NICKELL. 

EEPOET OF SPECIAL LECTUKEE T. A. FUTEALL, ON 

COLOEED NOEMALS 

MAEIAKNTA, AEK, August 15, 1896. 
Hon. Junius Jordan, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Little Eock, Ark. : 

Dear Sir — I have the pleasure to report that in the month 
of June, 1896, by your appointment, I lectured at Arkansas col- 
ored normal schools as follows: 

Helena, H. Avant, instructor. 

Forrest City, W. L. Purifoy, instructor. 

?fewport, E. Craign, instructor. 

Hope, H. C. Yerger, instructor. 

Brinkley, J. "W. Brooks, instructor. 

Texarkana, A. B. Crump, instructor. 

Arkadelphia, A. TV. Johnson, instructor. 

El Dorado, D. A. Sumner, instructor. 

Magnolia, J. C. Smith, instructor. 

Augusta, J. H. Eoby, instructor. 

l^ine Bluff, G. H. W. Stewart, instructor. 

Marianna, G. P. A. Brown, instructor. 

Hot Springs, M. K. Perry, instructor. 

It is gratifying to report that these colored normals were 
largely attended by colored men and colored women, who 
seemed to be devoted to the cause of education — men and 
women who were not only willing but eager to receive instruc- 
tion. All of the conductors of these normals were colored men 
of more than ordinary ability, who had made special preparation 
for the work assigned them. It was an agreeable surprise to find 
among them graduates from many of the leading colleges and 
universities of the United States. 

Eealizing that most of the colored children in the South 
receive their primary training in the rural districts, the writer of 
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tliis report endeavored to instruct the teachers, in language plain 
and eimple, as to the best methods of organizing, classifying and 
successfully conducting the schools in the country districts. 
The average length of my talk was two hours. After giving 
perfect attention to the lecture, every normal passed resolutions 
thanking Dr. J. L. M. Curry and Hon. Junius Jordan for the 
prWileges of receiving normal instruction. Allow me to say that 
the most intelligent people of Arkansas, teachers and citizens, 
heartily indorse the system of visiting the normals and lecturing 
to the teachers in attendance. 

In conclusion I must say that the interest manifested in the 
normal system by our good people and the enthusiasm aroused 
in the teaching force of the State have increased greatly since last 
year. 

The county normal is no longer an experiment, but a grand 
success. It is proper to say that the people of Arkansas owe you 
and Dr. J. L. M. Curry a debt of gratitude for your eminent ser- 
vices that can never be paid. Very respectfully, 

thos. a. futkall. 

repotit of professoe h. a. mckelt.— visits 
a:kd lectures to colored normals. ^ 

OZARK, ARK., August 28, 1896. 

Hon. Junius Jordan, State Superintendent Public Instruction 
Arkansas: 

Dear Sir — At your instance and appointment, I visited, in- 
ppected and lectured at the following colored normals during the 
month of June: 

Bradley County, Warren; W. II. Gray, instructor. 

Conwav Countv, Monnlton ; S. G. Bovd, instructor. 

Chicot County, Dermott; T. G. Childress, instructor. 

Jefferson County, Pine Bluff; G. H. W. Stewart, instruc- 
tor. ^ '\\\\ 

Lincoln County, Varner; II. N". Johnson, instructor. 

Ouachita County, Camden; J. G. Ish, instructor. 

I closely observed the system of instruction in each of these 
schools, with a view to acquainting myself with the abilities of 
the instructors, their capabilities for the work and the interest 
on the part of the pupil-teachers. 

I was gratified at my observation. The instructors showed 
skill in presenting methods and in imparting the necessary in- 
formation and evinced the fact that they had studied methods 
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and had equipped themselves well for their several tasks. The 
teachers are wide-awake for improvement, and their interest is 
most excellent. They all expressed themselves as highly 
pleased mth your efforts in their behalf. They were grateful 
to Hon. J. L. M. Curry, general agent of 'the Peabody Fund, for 
giving substantial aid to the normal work, so that eleven more 
schools were held for the colored teachers than were held last 
year, and that longer sessions were secured, wherever so desired. 
My lectures to each school were on school organization, school 
management and the necessity for elevating the standard of intel- 
lectual and moral development of the negro race. I have the 
honor to be, yours truly, H. A. NICKELL. 



Chapter XIIL 

TOWNSHIP SYSTEM. 

The consensus of opinions of State Superiutendeiits and of 
teachers in each State of the Union favors the to^vnship system in 
prelerence to tlie district system. 'Iherc is no ivcecluig iroiii tlie 
stand taken on this subject by those who know the necessities of 
the situation. The advance of years and the increase of the edu- 
cational interests, demand the adoption of the best and most gen- 
erally indorsed metliods of promoting the welfare of schools. 

I repeat what has been the settled policy of this office in the 
past, and as enunciated in former reports, the following objec- 
tions to the present district system, and tlie benefits that would 
result from the township system: 

OBJECTIONS. 

1. Unequal facilities for schooKng afforded children in the 
same township. 

/ 2. Inequality in the cost of maintaining schools in differ- 
ent parts of the same to^vllsllip. 

3. Nepotism in selection of teachers. 

4. Too frequent changes of teachers. 

5. The great diversity of text-books. 

6. Too many school ofiicers. 

7. Unjust discrimination in local taxation. 

8. Children too frequently have long distances to go in 
their own districts, when they could be more conveniently accom- 
modated in an adjoining district. 

9. Difficulty in properly classifying and grading schools. 

10. Frequent disputes and bickerings over schoolhouse sites 
and district boimdaries. 

11. Inefficiency of local school officers. 

12. Inequality in the length of school terms. 

13. School laws not properly understood and enforced. 

14. Unceasing disturbances on the question of transfers of 
pupils and taxes. 

15. Inability of county examiners to secure proper and ac- 
curate reports from so many directors. 
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BENEFITS OF THE TOWNSHIP SYSTEM. 

1. Equal privileges for each child in the township. 

2. Cost of schools would be equally distributed over the 
entire township. 

3. The chances of favoritism in the selection of teachers 
would be very much reduced if appointments were made by town- 
ship boards. 

4. Tenure of office of efficient teachers would be length- 
ened. 

5. Township uniformity of text-books and the adoption of 
county uniformity would be facilitated, if so desired. 

6. The number of school officers would be largely dimin- 
ished, and a better class of directors would be secured. 

7. Local taxation more uniform. 

8. Children could attend the school that was more con- 
venient. 

9. All the schools in the township would be uniformly 
classified and graded. 

10. Contentions over school sites and district boundaries 
and transfers would be abolished. 

11. Length of school term would be uniform throughout 
the township. 

12. School laws would be better understood and more intel- 
ligently enforced. 

13. It would secure better schoolhouses, better appoint- 
ments and equipments. 

14. ^^It would no longer be possible for a rich district, by 
squandering surplus funds on a few pupils, to deprive the other 
scholars of a portion of their legitimate schooling. It will no 
longer be possible for the village child, unless under special act, 
to secure thirty or forty weeks of schooling while the boy or girl 
on the farm gets but ten or fifteen because the person happens to 
live in a poor district. It will no longer be possible to limit a 
heavy taxpayer in a poor district to half the school of a nontax- 
j>ayer in a rich one. The law makes the township, as at first, 
the political unit of the State, and it is in the interest of equality 
and fair play." 

It may be affirmed in conclusion, that if all the districts in 
the township were united into a school corporation under three 
responsible, intelligent and thoroughly qualified trustees, a new 
order of system, life and correct business principles would be 
established. Schools would be largely improved and the 
cumbrous machinery of 4,757 districts and 14,496 directors, be 
set aside, and a simpler and more effective order prevail. 



Chapter XIV. 

SCHOOL FUND. 

I submit herewith the following statement of the Arkansas 
State school fund, as prepared by Auditor C. B. Mills, showing 
the condition of the funds up to the close of the fiscal year, ending 
September oO, 1806: 

Common school fund in United States 

currency on hand $ 50,452 62 

Permanent school fund on hand in 

United States currency 4,587 62 

Funded bonds \ 8,000 00 

Loughborough bonds 265,000 00 

Coupons purchased 10,961 49 

Accrued interest to October 1, since 

purchase 147,795 00 

Sixteenth section fund 55,253 49 

Funded bonds 82,000 00 

Loughborough bonds 225,000 00 

- Coupons purchased ' 98,238 51 

Accrued interest since purchase, to Octo- 
ber 1, 1896 135,675 00 

It will appear from the above that there is now due to this 
fund, October 1, 1896, the sum of $392,670 in interest. 

No legislature has ever made an appropriation, or passed any 
bill for levying a tax to pay any part of this interest. 

The facts speak for themselves and words cannot make them 
any more emphatic than the sad figures of "our indebtedness. 
Some law should be passed providing for the payment of this in- 
terest in annual installments of $50,000. The longer it is de- 
layed the more desperate the situation becomes. 

This interest is accumulating at the rate of $35,000 per an- 
num. There is a law, section 6944, Sandels & Hill's Digest, au- 
thorizing the board of common school commissioners to invest 
the accruing permanent school fund in Arkansas bonds, or in 
United States bonds. The board has made bids, reasonable as it 
thought, at different times for United States bonds, but in no in- 
stance were these bids high enough to secure a purchase. We 
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found that we could not bid against tlie moneyed powers of the 
East. 

The majority of the board thought it unadvisable to make 
further investments in Arkansas bonds, as the enormous amount 
of interest already accrued indicated plainly that the continu- 
ance of said investments would not result in any positive good to 
the school interests of the State. Auditor Mills dissented, and 
was in favor of continuing the purchase of these bonds. The 
law intends that the interest on these bonds should be paid an- 
nually into the treasury and then distributed to the several 
counties, together with the general appropriation in February and 
A uguFt. Had this been done from year to year, school tax would 
not onJy have been materially reduced, but longer terms of 
schools could have been held in many districts. The distribu- 
tion now of $50,000 per annum to the counties, as per enrollment 
of the school papulation, will enable many districts to give their 
children a five months, instead of a three months school. 

Another thought occurred to the board of common school 
com] nissi oners, and that was, if Congress could approve the set- 
tlement I'Ctween this vState and the general government on the 
basis of the agreement reached some time ago, we could use the 
pennaneut fund now on hand for investment, nearly $60,000, 
and probal)lv $80,000 by March, 1897, to liquidate a portion of 
the $1 00,000 we have to pay, and then avoid any increase in tax- 
ation "^Ve could take up the Arkansas bonds, or a part thereof, 
now held by the United States against us. 

We urge upon the legislature to make some provision for 
the payment of the interest due on the school fund, not only be- 
cause it is right and just and a duty the State owes under the law 
to the children and schools, but also to its own sovereign dignity 
in the sisterhood of States, and its financial standing abroad. 



Chapter XV. 



.EDUCATIOK^AL EXHIBIT AT ATLANTA. 

The appropriation for the Arkansas exhibit at the South- 
em States Cotton Exposition at Atlanta gave to this department 
$500 for the purpose of collecting, preparing and presenting 
s])eciinens of our school and college work. The Superintendent 
visited Atlanta and secured ample space in the building of Lib- 
eral Arts and Manufactures. This space was well furnished 
with tables, stands and equipments for displaying every variety 
of school products, literary, art and scientific. A very attrac- 
tive and interesting display was made by the following schools: 
Little Eock, Fort Smith, Hot Springs, Pine Bluff, Eureka 
Springs, Marianna, Malvern, Helena, Dardanelle, Russellville, 
Hamburg, Monticello, Paragould, Jonesboro, Texarkana, Hope, 
l^rescott, Devalls Bluff, Lonoke, Newport, Eorrest City, Bates- 
ville, Palestine, Mount Ida, Chickalah, Morrilton, Salem, Pea- 
body Prescott Normal, Ashley County Normal, Pope County 
Normal, Ouachita Baptist College, Hendrix College, Galloway 
Female College, Searcy Male College, Van Buren public schools, 
Murfreesboro, Amity, Arkadelphia. 

The colored schools at Little Kock, Pine Bluff, Jefferson 
County Colored Normal and the Branch Normal College had 
work of marked merit, all of which was placed on exhibit at the 
department for the exhibits of the work of the colored people. 

The deficiency in the appropriation rendered it impracti- 
cable for the Superintendent to remain during the exhibition, to 
show the work and to keep it steadily before the people. During 
the short time allowed him to remain it was gratifying to note 
the interest daily shown by hundreds of visitors in examining 
the work of our schools. Those who were competent to judge, 
ty instituting comparisons with other States, pronounced our 
exhibit more thorough and exhaustive than like exhibits from 
other States. There were other schools which surpassed us in 
special exhibits of art and technological work, but none had so 
comprehensive a display of general work through every grade 
of the grammar school, the academy and the college. 

Had it been possible for the exhibit to be properly and care- 
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fully placed before the attention of the board of awards there is 
no doubt that Arkansas would have received her share of what- 
ever prizes may have been distributed or awarded. 

The exhibit remained for over a month without any special 
one to keep its merits well before the people, or to present its 
claims to superiority to the board of judges when it called to 
make its examinations. It did not meet during the stay of the 
Siipei intendent with the exhibit, nor could he find the office of 
tiiCrfe gentlemen, or learn anything in regard to the meetings or 
the system marked out for their work. If any awards were^made 
no knowledge of the fact has reached this office. That there 
was indication of hurry and indifference to accurate and studious 
investigation of school exhibits may be inferred from the follow- 
ing letter: 

ATLANTA, December 17, 1895. 
Professor J. Jordan, Superintendent, Little Rock: 

Dear Sir — I had to call the third time before getting to see 
Mr. Collins. He says he will see that you are treated right; he 
is going to have a special committee to go over such matters as 
the foriiier committee did not for some cause give proper atten- 
tion. He appreciates what Arkansas has done to make the expo- 
sition a success, and I have confidence in him. Yours truly,' 

AV. G. VINCENHELLER. 

I desire to state in this behalf that Hon. W. G. Vincen- 
heller gave what time he could spare from his own department, 
which was one-fourth of a mile from the school exhibit building, 
to help our educational exhibit before the attention of the people 
and to have it as well looked after as possible. 

The appropriation of $500 was altogether inadequate for 
the proper presentation of the Arkansas school exhibit, and it is 
advised for the future that no educational exhibit whatever 
should be attempted with a less sum than $1,500. 

li is further suggested that literary work does not receive 
so much attention at these expositions as do the products of the 
schools Ol art and technology. Paintings, drawings, kindergar- 
xeu A\-ork, technological specimens, flora and fauna, fanciy and 
descriptive specimens of every nature command paramount in- 
terest. Schools should note this in the future when preparing 
exhibiJs. 



Chapter XVL 

SECTIOl^ 6932. 

The necessary steiis should be taken by the legislature to 
enforce section 6932 of Sandels & Hill's Digest. This was an 
act passed December 7, 1875, and it provided among other 
sources from which the "common school funds" should be ac- 
cumulated that 10 per cent of the net proceeds of the sales of 
all State lands should be set aside for this purpose. There is no 
provisions made in this act as to whose duty it is to make this 
distribution or assignment, whether the land commissioner or 
State treasurer. 

Attorney General Hon. W. E. Atkinson, during the admin- 
istration of Governor Jas. P. Eagle, rendered an opinion on this 
question in response to a request of the then Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, Hon. AV. E. Thompson, and he held it to be 
the duty of the State treasurer. Yet no attention was paid to 
this opinion, and as formerly, the section above referred to was 
ignored by the State treasurer. 

The present board of common school commissioners, vi^: 
Hon. H. B. Armistead, Secretary of State; Hon. C. B. Mills, 
Auditor, and Junius Jordan, Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, addressed letters to the following officers, asking one and 
then the other to carrv into effect the statute aforesaid, viz: Hon. 
J. F. Kitchie, Commissioner of State Lands, and Hon. Ransom 
Gulley, State Treasurer. Those letters were written, the one 
to the treasurer, April, 1895, and to the land commissioner. May, 
1895. Each of these officers replied, stating that there was no 
law authorizing either to make the distribution as provided in 
section 6932. 

Thus, there has been lost to the "common school fund'' 10 
per cent on all sales of miblic lands since the passage of the act 
December 7, 1875. It appears to be a most roi^^^^^'Vable rc^- 
missness on the part of legislatures to manifest so little concern 
about those dearest and most sacred statutory interests of our 
public school revenues. Probably by the neglect of this statute 
alone there has been lost to the "common school fund" $50,000. 

According to the biennial report of this office for 1893-4, 
there was due to the "common school fund" from this source, in 



172 REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT 

1888, $33,185.52, as ascertained by a senate committee in 1889. 
The increase due since that date has not been ascertained. It 
is a matter referred to the consideration of the legislature of 
1897. It is recommended that the legislature appoint a com- 
mittee on this subject authorizing them to make a report of the 
amounts due to January, 1897. It is further urged that sec- 
tion 6932 be so amended as to require the proper officer to make 
year by year, the allotment of this 10 per cent of the sales of 
public lands to the "common school fund." 

SECTION" 6944. 

This section needs the immediate attention of the legisla- 
ture. It is not a wise policy to continue the investment of 
school funds in securities that are not paying promptly, the ac- 
cruing interest designed for distribution among the school dis- 
tricts of the State. The uncertainty of legislative action in this 
behalf, as to the payment of the interest on our State securities, 
is a matter that needs no comment. 

THAT BUENT SCEIP. 

This matter has not been referred to since the joint report 
made to the Twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly in 
1893. That committee was composed of Messrs. Wm. H. BL 
Oyler and C. Sloan, on the part of the Senate, and Messrs. J. C. 
South, Abe C. Jones and James W. llsTeill, on the part of the 
House. It may be found in the Journal proceedings of the 
senate on page 779, year 1893. Messrs. J. S. Whiting and W. 
A. Jett, expert accountants, examined the records since 1881, in 
behalf of the committee, and the correctness and accuracy of this 
report has never been legally controverted. This department 
is in duty bound to bring this subject once more, at least, to the 
attention of the legislature. 

Section 1 of an act approved March 18, 1881, provides: 
^^That a]l non-iuterest-bearing State scrip collected by the col- 
lectors of the respective counties, for State school purposes, shall 
be by them paid into the State treasury, as now provided by law, 
and the same scrip paid out by the State treasurer upon the war- 
rants of the auditor." 

In compliance with this act the treasurer paid out, as di- 
rected, all non-interest scrip so received by him for the common 
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scliool fund, but as a large proportion of his receipts in scrip for 
this fund about that time and for several years afterwards, 
was interest-^bearing, which under the law he was pro- 
hibited from paying out, he was compelled of course, 
in paying warrants drawn against it, to issue new non- 
interest-bearing scrip tjierefor, leaving the interest-bear- 
ing scrip at the credit of the fund on his books, and there- 
^ by increasing that credit to an amount largely in excess of that 
actually belonging to the school fund and subject to apportion- 
ment; and although ex-Treasurer Woodruff turned over to his 
successor in office $114,990.80 in State scrip, as borne upon his 
books as a credit to the common school fund, only $14,935.90 of 
that amount was subject to apportionment. And if we add to 
this $578.97 scrip, received by Treasurer Morrow on account of 
this fund, we have $15,514.87 as the correct balance of scrip due 
the common school fund. 

We beg leave to recommend and urge the restoration of this 
subtraction from the school fund to its original purpose. 

In our opinion, no obligation of the legislature can be more 
sacred than that of guarding the heritage of the helpless young 
and unborn children of the State. It is a truism of public policy 
that the future welfare of the State depends upon the sound edu- 
cation of the young, more than upon any other human agency. 
To impair the efficiency of this agency is, therefore, to under- 
mine the very, foundation of good government and social pros- 
perity. The claimants of this fund, the children of the State, 
have no vote, no voice in the halls of legislation; let us, there- 
fore, be all the more scrupulous in defending their rights and 
awarding to them what is justly and legally their own." 



Chapter XVII. 

AMENDMENTS NECESSAEY. 

1. In this connection, I submit the report of Professor R. 
H. Parham, county examiner for Pulaski County. Doubtless 
there is no teacher in the State who has had as much experience 
and observation on the subjects in the follomng article as has 
Professor Parham. He has been county examiner of Pulaski 
County for twenty years, and he has studied every feature of 
the operations of the present law, and has had experience in its 
workings. What he says has reference to every county in the 
State and these sentiments and opinions are indorsed by all well 
informed examiners and teachers. The relief should come and 
we ask for it in behalf of the cause of progressive education and 
of accurate methods of carrying on the school affairs of the State. 

I have taken great pains to make my report as perfect as 
possible. The directors' reports are so imperfect that it is im- 
possible to make an accurate report. 

In order to remedy the defective report of directors, some 
changes must be made in the law. According to the law, the di- 
rectors need not make their reports until the 10th of September, 
and then the county examiner must make his report by the 20th 
of September. Many reports do not come in until the last day, 
and a few come in after the 10th. Time is not left for the county 
examiner to have necessary corrections made. I therefore sug- 
gest that you urge the general assembly to change the date of 
the reports of directors from the 10th of September to the lOtb 
of August. 

The school enrollment and attendance report will never be 
correct until it is brought under the immediate control of the 
county examiner. This will be accomplished by requiring all 
teachers employed to make the attendance report to county ex- 
aminers before receiving their last month's pay. The last 
month's pay should not be made by the county treasurer until 
the teacher presents a receipt from the county examiner for his 
attendance report. 

School directors should be required to report to the county 
examinei* the names, the pay and the grade of certificate of all 
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teachers employed. I hope that the advantage of this report will 
appear without any argument in its favor. 

I am fully convinced that we have too many school districts. 
I am in favor of the township district system, with a central 
school, with a term of nine months, open to all pupils of the fifth 
grade in the district. This will secure better and more reason- 
able directors, and at least one high grade teacher in each 
district. 

All the evils mentioned above will be corrected when we get 
a competent superintendent in every county in the State. This 
ofhcer is absolutely necessary to the efficient working of the pub- 
lic school system. Nothing that is essential to a matter of such 
overv/helming importance is dear or too expensive. 

2. Repeal section 7015 and amend section 7010, so as to 
include ci\il government, mental philosophy and the effects of 
alcohol and narcotics. 

3. Amend section 6974, limiting State certificates to a 
period of ten years, and require a fee of $10 to be paid to the 
Superintendent for his services as examiner in each case; or 
create a State board of examiners for this work. 

4. Amend section 7020 so as to require the examiner to 
inake his report on the first Monday in August. 

In order to do this, amend section 7057 by substituting 
July for September, and then amend 6067, by substituting for 
the word August the word September. This would enable the 
districts to get the advantage of the annual appropriation at the 
opening of the schools. Make one annual distribution instead 
of two. 

5. Make county examiner's office an elective one, so as to 
remove it from partisan or party selfishness, or a political "debt 
paying" appointment. 

G. A law must be passed making it a misdemeanor for any 
person to trade or traffic in the quarterly examination questions. 
It is impossible to prevent frauds of this nature, and it is fre- 
quently the case that these questions are pm'loined in some way 
belore they reach the county examiners. Unworthy teachers 
are tlins foisted upon the community and the meritorious 
t(iacliers arc unrewarded in a measure for their zeal, efficiency 
and strict integrity. Last year a plot was discovered where those 
questions were being stolen from the printing office and sold to 
parties in different counties. One of the offenders was arrested 
and gave bond for his appearance, but there was no statute mak- 
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ing tins nefarious practice a misdemeanor, so the case was untried 
or dismissed. The exigency demands immediate legislation. 

Amend section 7006, and authorize the State Superin- 
tendent to exact a fee of $o for the examination and commission 
of applicants for certificates as county examiners. Every officer 
iu the State and every teacher is mulcted by the State for a com- 
mission, and it is just and a matter of right that the Superin- 
tenflent have a fee for this work. 




MAGNOLIA PUBLIC SCHOOL. 



Chapter XVIII. 

STATE UNIFORMITY OF TEXT-BOOKS. 

The following States and Territories have adopted unif onn- 
ity of text-books: Arizona, California, Delaware, Idaho, Indi- 
ana, Louisiana, Missomi, Montana, New Mexico, Oregon, South 
Carolina, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia, Washington, Wyo- 
ming. 

California publishes her own system. The report of the 

superintendent of the State schools shows that for a period of 

eleven years there has been a loss of $96,299 to the State over 

Dr. and Cr. appropriations, expenditures, as per inventory of 

' books, plant, stobk, etc. 

Oregon has a State series, subject to a change every six 
years. ' 

It will appear that fourteen States and two Territories have 

[ adopted uniformity of text-books, and that this system is not 

looked upon with favor by the other States. Minnesota tried 

.flie experiment and abandoned it. The majority of the States 

leave this matter in charge of school directors, counties or State 

Ixmrds of education. 

This information is gained from correspondence with the 
superintendents of public instruction in the different States, let- 
ters from whom are now on file in this office. 

The tendency of the times is to provide free text-books for 
the children in the public schools. In some States school boards 
are authorized to provide books for those pupils whose parents 
are unable to supply them. As to State uniformity, the most 
■ experienced and competent educational authorities in this coun- 
try, who have expressed views on the subject, are opposed to the 
plan. It is impracticable to suppose that a single set of text- 
books would meet the requirements of so many different com- 
munities. Uniformity in a single school, or a particular school, 
or in the schools under the control of a board, is in the highest 
degree essential, and is all that, in this direction, is essential, but 
this can be as easily secured by the local board as any other de- 
sirable condition of success can be secured. There is no reason 
why directors should not unite in all counties, as they have done 
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in some, and adopt a uniform system for the county. This can 
be done without expense to the State and only nominal expense 
to the patrons. 

The lack of uniformity is due to two things : First, the in- 
efficiency and lack of individuality on the part of the teacher; 
second, to a failure on the part of the directors to adopt a series 
as required by law, good for three years, and contracting only 
with those teachers who will use the system already adopted. A 
teacher who has been educated in one series of books is prone to 
believe that this is the only good line of books published, and 
naturally enough, being familiar with the books already learned 
and taught, he will enforce their adoption wherever he teaches. 
If he is a thoroughly educated teacher he can make a success 
with any of the publications he now finds used in Arkansas 
schools, but if he is not willing to teach the books provided by the 
directors he should not be employed. 

The demand for uniformity more evidently arises from mi- 
gratory teachers than from migratory population. Teachers 
failing to get certificates or places in one county emigrate to 
other counties, and if they secure certificates and employment, 
they immediately proceed to call for that system of books with 
which they are fanTiliRr. So, if tV»e r^o-^-^e of pomr^lairt on t^«is 
question be thoroughly examined it will be found that the teach- 
ing population is more regularly in a state of transit and transfer- 
ence than the farmer or the actual resident. This is especially 
true in reference to rural districts and common schools. 

In reference to the effect of a uniform series of text-books 
on the efficiencv of teachers I submit some ideas from the New 
York School Journal: 

"If all the teachers in the States were of exactly the same 
temperament, possessing exactly the same mental characteristics 
and exactly the same attainments, then exactly the same text- 
books might be used by all. If the teachers turned out by our 
training schools were like the engines built by the Corliss Engine 
Company, they could be sent to any part of the State and put to 
work with the assurance that the same amount of fuel and water 
would produce the same effective power. But one normal stu- 
dent Avill possess a nervous, another a lymphatic temperament. 
No training can compel these two to walk alike, to talk alike, 
much less to think and teach alike, and yet they may be equal in 
intellectual capacity and may secm'e equally good results in their 
schoolroom work. Between these two extreme types there are 
many intermediate types, due to a difference of temperament 
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alone, to say notliing of the varieties that come from a difference 
in natural brain power, a difference in early training, and a dif- 
ference in surroundings. Corresponding exactly with these dif- 
ferences in the teachers themselves we find a difference in the 
text-books they use and a' difference in the pupils. It is a com- 
mon thing to find two teachers, generally recognized as of equal 
ability, equally successful in securing results in the class room, 
using methods and text-books that are radicallj' at variance. One 
of these teachers will pronounce a certain arithmetic the best pub- 
lished; the other will be equally decided in favor of some other 
text-book on that subject. Both are perfectly honest. The 
fact is that each teacher probably has the text-book best suited 
to his or her temperament and methods, and for this very reason 
entirely unsuited to the other. To force both to use the same 
method and the same text-book would practically destroy the use- 
fulness of one of them and correspondingly result in detriment 
to the pupils.'' 

It is evident that county uniformity, the first and least ex- 
pensive step towards State uniformity, can be best secured by 
abolishing the district system and substituting therefor the town- 
ship system. There are now in the State 4,757 school districts, 
and they are increasing yearly. . There are 14,496 school direc- 
tors. The township, system for public schools would give us 
about 1, 250 school districts and 3,750 directors exclusive of 225 
directors for special districts, and it is apparent that a substantial 
move in favor of uniformity of text-books would be made if the 
legislature would establish the township system with all the priv- 
ileges now enjoyed by the district system. The majority of the 
States are working under a system of this nature, and there is no 
pronounced dissatisfaction, as is apparent from the reports oc 
State superintendents. Uniformity can be more readily attained, 
^Wth less friction and a smaller amount of cost, by a process of 
this nature. 

Moreover, it is evident that in case of the adoption of a s^o- 
fem of uniform text-books in the State, all books now in the 
hands of pupils must be taken up and replaced by the companies 
who secure the contract for supplying the State. These com* 
panics generally reserve the right to determine "merchantable'' 
books surrendered for their own. This gives the companies an 
arbitrariness of judgment that is used for their own advantage. 
It is a cheap contract and they, like all other contractors at "low- 
est bid," will make all they can out of the business^ 
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Add to this feature, that it is bound to cost the State a con- 
siderable amount of money to establish distribution points and to 
pay agents for this service, and it is a question whether the 
amount saved in the exchange of books arid in percentage paid 
agents and distributors will compensate sufficiently to inaugu- 
rate the system. Possibly after five years, as in Missouri, the ex- 
periment may prove a success, but then, as now in that State and 
as in Minnesota, the system may fail to receive au indorsement 
for its continuance by the legislative power. So, the question of 
State uniformity in text-books is at last one of experiment, and 
the doubt exists whether the trials in some States and the unex- 
pired time for tests of success in others, our State can now afford, 
burdened with an enormous State and national debt, to incur anv 
additional liabilities in the way of experiments. 

This report has presented the question as viewed by other 
States and other educational authorities, and the digest of views 
here set forth is the result of a careful study of the subject as it 
has presented itself in its workings and in the various discussions 
that have for years occupied the attention of the most eminent 
minds in the Union. Some opinions are herewith submitted. 
But whether we have uniformity or not, the cjause of education 
in Arkansas will continue to advance and to prosper. 

opi]sno;tsrs. 

Hon. Charles D. Hine, Superintendent of Connecticut 
State schools, says: "We have no State uniformity. The 
State Board of Education has never directed what books shall be 
used and so far as I know, it does not intend to. On general 
principles, I see no great advantage in State imiformity." 

Hon. G. E. Glenn, State School Commissioner of Georgia, 
writes: 

"Eeplying to your favor of November 20, I question seri- 
ously whether State uniformity in the use of school books is a 
wise measure. My judgment is that each county should be al- 
lowed to manage its own school affairs as the needs of the county 
may present themselves to the board of education. The only 
Argument in favor of State uniformitv seems to come from the 
fact that in this wav the common school books could be supplied 
at a less cost, and I am disposed to question the soundness of 
this reason. My judgment is that a healthy competition, as we 
now have it, will give our people cheaper and better books than 
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we can get from any other system. Besides, the set of books 
that would suit the towns and cities where the schools are 
graded strictly will not suit schools in the country* that are not 
always graded properly. A resolution has just passed our legis- 
lature, authorizing the governor to appoint a school book com- 
mission, the object of which is to take up this whole question 
and report-to the next legislature the advisability or the inad- 
visability of State uniformity for Georgia. My views may be 
changed when I know more Kght on this subject.'' 

Department of Public Instruction, 
Office of Superintendent. 
Frankfort, Ky., November 21, 1896. • 
Hon. Junius Jordan, Little Kock, Ark. : 

Dear Sir — As you will see by referring to sections 61 and 
62 of the school laws of Kentucky, a copy of which we sent you 
sometime ago, school book adoptions are made by the counties 
in this State. While this is true, still so far as a large ma- 
jority of the text-books used in our schools are concerned, we 
practically have State uniformity. We find our present law 
works well, and I should hesitate to recommend a change. 

Very respectfully, 

W. J. DAVIDSON. 

State of Wisconsin, 
Department of Public Instruction. 
Madison, November, 24, 1896. 
Hon. Junius Jordan, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Little Rock, Ark. : 

Dear Sir — ^Answering your letter of the 19th inst., I mail 
to you under separate cover a report from a former State Super- 
intendent of Wisconsin, that of Hon. Edward Searing, for the 
year 1877. The State uniformity of text-books was most 
vigorously discussed during his administration of four years. 
On pages 15 to 51 you will find his final discussion of the subject. 
This report was the last of four reports made by him. The 
others were the reports for 1874, 1875, 1876, and also the report 
of Hon. W^illiam C. Whitford for 1878. Probably you have 
copies of these reports on file in your office. This office is not 
supplied with duplicates, so that I am unable to send them to 
you. Since the report of Superintendent Searing for 1877, 
some modifications have been made of the text-book law for Wis- 
consin. It is now made mandatory by law that the question of 
adopting free text-books shall be submitted by the chairman at 
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every annual scliool meeting. These school meetings are held 
the first Monday of July in each year. Our laws thus provide 
that the school boards may adopt text-books and require the 
scholars to purchase the same, or the school district may purchase 
the books and furnish them to scholars free, or at a specified 
rental. Our present system seems to us better than a law re- 
quiring State uniformity. State uniformity of text-books has 
been opposed by the educators of Wisconsin. I cannot add to 
the discussion as given by Superintendent Searing in the report 
which I send you. Kespectf uUy yours, 

J. Q. EifERY, State Superintendent. 

Keferring to the report of Hon. Edward Searing, as sug- 
gested by Mr. Emery, I find that he sums up the discussion as 
follows: 

"I am opposed to State uniformity for the following rea- 
sons: (a). A law to secure it could only be partially enforced, 
and a law partially enforced is generally worse than no law. This 
is abundantly proved by the experience of several States where 
uniformity has been tried and has failed — as in Vermont, Mis- 
souri, Minnesota, California and other States, (b). If enforced, 
the special needs of particular schools and classes would not be 
so well met. (c). If enforced it would provoke and alienate 
many and tend to lessen the popularity of our school, system, 
(d). If enforced it would destroy the value of at least a half 
million dollars worth of books now in use. (e). If enforced 
it would suddenly impose on the people the burden of at least 
another half of a million for the new books they must purchase 
to replace those outlawed. (f). If enforced it would prevent 
for a series of years, the adoption by any school board in thft 
State of any improved books, cause our schools to fall behind 
those of other States, and when the inevitable time for a change 
came again destroy at a blow, a vast amount of property in the 
hands of the people." 

State Superintendent Hon. E. B. Prettyman, of Maryland, 
writes: "Each county school board selects its text-books. I 
like this plan. There is no reason for State uniformity and 
many against it." 

Hon. Frank A. Hill, Secretary of the Massachusetts Board 
of Education, says: "The text-books of our towns and cities are 
all selected by local school boards. There is, of course, a con- 
siderable diversity of text-books under the system. Our Mas- 
sachusetts individualism is so intense that probably any sugges- 
tion of State uniformity would not be received with power." 
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Superintendent W. W. Pendergast, of Minnesota, says: 
"We tried State uniformity for fifteen years, but dropped it as 
soon as tlie law permitted. We like free text-books decidedly 
better. A pupil moving to another part of the State finds books 
fitted to his need just as well under the free text-book law as 
under State uniformity, and the books can be more easily kept 
up to date." 

Superintendent of Colorado, Mrs. A. J. Peavy, says: "We 
have not State uniformity in text-books, each district selects its 
ovni and decides whether books shall be free." 

Mrs. Emma F. Bates, of North Dekota, Superintendent of 
Education, says: "We do not have State uniformity of text- 
books. An effort to secure State uniformity has been made at 
each session since statehood (J 890), but has hitherto been unsec- 
cessful. Upon a majority petition and vote of electors in a dis- 
Irict, free text-books are provided." 

Hon. E. A. Steere, Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
of Montana, says: "We have State uniformity of text-books. 
The system is eminently satisfactory." 

Superintendent John R. Kirk, of Missouri, says: "We 
have State uniformity of text-books and the system has proven in 
the five years since its adoption very successful and satisfactory." 
It appears that the legislature declined to re-enact the law at its 
last session, but the contracts expiring in September, 1896, were 
continued by agreement mth the publishers. 

Texas has district uniformity, such as we have in Arkansas. 

Vermont has "free text-books, eminently successful and 
satisfactory." 

Superintendent C. W. Bean, of Washington, says: "We 
have State uniformity in text-books. The system, I believe to 
be successful." 

The foUo^ving States report without further comment, that 
the uniform system of text-books is satisfactory with them: 
Louisiana, Indiana, Virginia, West Virginia, South Carolina. 

The Superintendent of Public Schools, of North Carolina, 
Hon. J. C. Scarborough, vmtes: 

"Up to June 1, 1896, we had a State list of text-books for 
the public schools. This list was successful, being used in about 
98 per cent of the public schools and in many of the private 
schools. But the same crowd in the legislature of 1895 put 
the text-books in the hands of the county commissions. The law 
as changed went into eflFect first Monday in June, 1896. The 
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commissioners in the main kept the same books which had been 
selected bv the State Board of Education." 

Superintendent H. C. Cutting, of Nevada, says: ""We have 
State uniformity in text-books, course of study and teachers' ex- 
aminations, all of which are regulated by the State Board of 
Education. It is the proper thing, and should be the law in 
every State." 

Superintendent C. A. Foreman, of Idaho, says: "We have 
State uniformity in text-books and like the system in its general 
features. In a few details of management the system could be 
improved." 

Sunerintendent W. W. Stetson, of IVraine, writes: "The 
law obliges toAvns to furnish text-books, which gives town uni- 
formity, but we have not yet adopted State uniformity." 

Superintendent H. R. Corbett, of Nebraska, writes: "We 
have no uniformity of text-books. We have, however, wliat is 
better, the best free text-book law on the statute of books of any 
State." 

The law referred to provides that district boards buy all 
books necessary for children while attending school. These books 
are loaned pupils for their use. Under this law all necessary 
supplies, such as pens, pencils, ink, note books, stationery, etc., 
are also required tabe furnished. "It is remarkable," says the 
Superintendent, "that since the enactment of this law, which was 
framed after consideration, and after the collection of a large 
amount of information regarding the text-book laws of other 
States, not a single amendment has been suggested in the legisla- 
ture since the passage of the law, three years before 1894. Out 
people find it less expensive and more satisfactory every way than 
the former custom of parents furnishing their children books 
and supplies at private cost." 

He further adds in his letter: "I am not in favor of State 
uniformity of text-books, because, (1). The best equipment of 
schools in this respect demands great liberty of choice, by which 
peculiar needs of each separate locality can be best met. (2). It 
is always a difficult problem to lodge the important responsibility 
of selecting text-books for a great State. It gives ground for 
suspicion of improper influences, it tempts those who are open 
to temptation and places under unpleasant suspicion those who 
are not. (8). All, or at any rate, most of the essential benefits 
of State uniformity can be secured by district ownership, with 
local option in the choice of books." 
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The Superintendent of Ehode Island Public Schools, Hon. 
Thos. B. Stockwell, says: "We do not have State uniformity 
of text-books. I do not believe in such a scheme. We have free 
text- books, each town or city making its own selections, and fur- 
nishing them free to all pupils. The plan works better than 
anything I am acquainted with." 

Superintendent J no. K. Park, of Utah public schools, says: 
"The law requires that the same text-books be used in all the 
public schools of the State, except in four cities, (cities of first 
and second class), which select their own text-books. There 
have been but few complaints against this arrangement, al- 
though if the law is strictly interpreted, perhaps the teacher is 
not allowed sufficient discretion in selecting supplementary 
works.'' 

HAKRISBUKG, JNovember 21, 1896. 
Mr. Junius Jordan, Little Kock., Ark. : 

Dear Sir — ^I have your favor of the 18th inst., referring to 
the system of introducing school books in this State. A school 
district in Pennsylvania consists of a city, borough or township. 
Each school district has a board of school controllers, or school 
directors. They are called school controllers in cities and school 
(iu'e(itors in boroughs and townships. The directors or control- 
lers have full authority to administer the school affairs of their 
respective districts independent of any other municipal body. 
On pages 140 and 141 you will find the laws governing the 
school boards in the matter of selecting and adopting school text- 
books. Prior to 1885 the patrons of the schools were required 
to provide books for their children at their own expense. In 
1885 a law was passed which gave the school boards permissive 
authority to purchase school books out of the district school f unda 
with wMch to supply the necessary books to all children free of 
cost to them. This permissive law was modified by an act of as- 
sembly in 1893 so as to authorize and require school boards to 
purchase all the necessary books and school supplies at the ex- 
pense of ther respective districts. This law is now in force in 
J'ennsylvania, and is regarded by educators as the proper solution 
of the text-book question. By this mail you will receive a copy 
of the digest of Pennsylvania school laws, which contains the act 
of assembly relating to school text-books. The law is entirelj' 
satisfactory, and is, in my opinion, the very best law on the sub- 
ject. Tiie educators of Pennsylvania have never favored State or 
county uniformity laws. The school directors have full author- 
ity^ under existing laws, to make their own selection of ^daac^V 
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books. The school teachers, under former acts of assembly, 
v/hich are still in force, are to be consulted when changes of books 
arc made, but the directors themselves have full juriscSctionin the 
selection and adoption of fechool books. The cost of books when 
purchased by school boards, at the expense of the district, is ma- 
terially reduced by this method. All children are liberally pro- 
vided with the necessary books and supplies for use in the school- 
room at the opening of the annual school term. Teachers are 
enabled to classify their schools properly and without delay. 
There are many other advantages connected with this system 
which will suggest themselves to you upon reflection. The law 
has produced good results in Pennsylvania and is growing in 
favor every year. Yours truly, 

JOHX Q. STEWART, 
Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

Superintendent Chas. R. Skinner, of New York, says: 
"I advise you that so far as our own experience js concerned, we 
have not yet hit upon any plan for uniformity in text-books in 
so large a State as that of New York. We are inclined to think 
from the practical workings of the matter, so far as we have ob- 
served them, that the selection of text-books is better done by 
city and county authorities than under the authority of the 
State.-' 

Superintendent J. Q. Emery, of Wisconsin, writes: "We 
have no State or county uniformity in text-books. Each district 
adopts a list for itself, and when once they have adopted a list 
they are forbidden to change for five years thereafter." 

Superintendent E. Stanley, of Kansas, writes as follows: 
"It is no easy matter to form a satisfactory opinion touching the 
question of text-books for the common schools. There are ad- 
vaiita^ics and disadvantages to be found in every plan proposed 
for the handling of this subject. The present condition 
of the text-book question in your State would very materi- 
ally aftect my opinion regarding the best plan to be 
pursued by your people. In our State a large number 
of counties have adopted text-books under a county uniformity 
law. As these adoptions are not uniform, it would seem to be 
unwise for our State to adopt a State uniformity law under tha 
existing circumstances. Were it not for this fact, would favor 
State uniformity. I believe a text-book board might be selected 
and authorized to make a selection of text-books, the same to be 
submitted upon sealed propositions, stating prices and such other 
foimation as might be desired. A.t ^T^^eiv\. -^^ V-a:^^ «. very 
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large number of very satisfactory text-books in the piarket. It 
seems to me it would be a safe plan to require the text-book 
board to pass upon the question as to the quality of the books, 
and recommend a number, say four or five different series. 
Then let the contract be made by the legislature to the lowest 
and best bid found among those approved by the text-book 
board.'' 

He says in another letter: "We do not have State uniform- 
ity,^ but county uiiif onnity, and so far as I have observed it has 
given very good satisfaction." 

Superintendent O. T. Corson, of Ohio, says: "We do not 
have State uniformity in Ohio, and I am not, therefore, compe- 
tent to go into a discussion of the merits and demerits of the ques- 
-don." }Je incloses a copy of the Ohio book law, which requires 
i^ublishers to file copies of schoolbooks and wholesale prices 
thereof with the State commissioner of schools, and that a com- 
mission, consisting of the governor, secretary of State and State 
commissioner of common schools, fix the maximum price at 
which such books may be sold to or purchased by boards of edu- 
cation, as hereinafter provided, etc. ^When such a course is 
determined on it is not subject to a change in five years. These 
arc tlie main features of the law, without its several specifica- 
tions, 'i'ijis law has been practically in operation for five years. 

Superintendent Henry R. Pettingill, of Michigan, writes: 
'T am in favor of free text-books as the last step in the free school 
system, so far as Michigan is concerned. Michigan has not State 
. uniformity and I have obtained most of my information on the 
question from States like California and Minnesota, that have 
tried the experiment." 

Superintendent Henry Sabine, of Iowa, refers to his report 
in 1889, as to his views and they are as follows: 

"Another proposed plan similar to the above, is that the 
State should enter directly into a contract with some book firm 
to furnish the books for the schools at certain fixed prices. Let 
us see what this plan involves. Such a law, to be effective, must 
be compulsory upon every school in the State. One of the 
strongest arguments in its favor is that the poor man, who oc- 
casionally moves from one place to another, will no longer be 
forced to provide a new set of books for his children when they 
change schools. It is a fact that this necessity of providing new 
books is a hardship from which the citizen of small means ought 
to be relieved in some way, but unless the law is universal' in its 
application he will obtain no benefit from it. The law then must 
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apply to the largest city, as well as to the smallest sub-district. 
This would necessitate a complete and thorough revision of every 
course of study in use in our graded schools; for while it is true 
that these courses are based upon general principles, the details 
are worked out in accordance with the series of text-books in use 
in the schools under consideration. The text-books have been 
selected with special reference to desired results in each grade of 
work, and the courses of study have been arranged with a view 
to the same points, by experienced men, who are thoroughly 
versed in the calling. Is it not a reasonable proposition that to 
compel a violent change in these vital points would work in- 
calculable injury to the schools? 

"It is also worth while to consider that an ungraded school 
of fifteen or twenty pupils, needs a very different series of books 
from the large city school. It demands, it is true, books just as 
perfect in every respect, but the pupils are in school a shorter 
time, they are not as regular in attendance and consequently do 
not accomplish as much. If the city schools were compelled to 
use the same books as the country schools, they would of neces- 
sity be forced to supplement their work by using additional 
books, the purchase of which would entail extra expense upon 
the pupils. The total expense for books in these schools would 
probably be increased rather than diminished. 

'There is not space in this report to consider all the objec- 
tions to this plan of State uniformity. It would undoubtedly 
tend to increase the flexibility, the machine-like teaching which 
already characterizes too many of our schools. The compact 
once made would be enforced for a series of years, and the State 
would have no remedy, no matter how much the schools were 
suffering imder its restrictions. Experience has proved that 
the difficulty of administering such a law is very great. In the 
first place, no body of men are wise enough to select a series of 
books suited to the wants of every section of the State. No edu- 
cator of experience in Iowa would be willing to attempt to select 
a series of books for some large system of schools, until he had 
studied long and carefully the wants of those schools, what pro- 
gress they have already made, and what they are capable of do- 
ing in the future. In every case where selection has been made 
for the use of the entire State, the result has been to take the 
lowest priced books, with little reference to other features. In 
the second place, the pecuniary loss on the books thus displaced, 
and the inferiority of the ones introduced occasion distinist and 
dissatisfaction among the patrons of the schools. It is possible 
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that a firm might he found wilKng to take all the hooks at present 
in use in the schools, and replace them without expense to the 
pupils, but the very fact that they propose to do this, is sufficient 
to awaken the suspicion that they know the worth of a monopoly 
when they see it, and are willing to pay a price for it. More- 
over this plan has nowhere been a success. Wherever it has been 
tried the result has proved djBtrimental to the schools. The best 
known educational men in the country, men who have studied 
this question from every standpoint, are unanimously opposed to 
it. These men are known in every part of the educational 
world, their character is above reproach, their judgment is re- 
spected and no man w^ho knows them would think of imputing- 
to them unworthy motives. In purchasing and distributing the 
books, in collecting and returning the purchase money, and in 
the amounts carried over, by the 4,650 secretaries or agents, who 
must account for the books, there would arise a need for com- 
plicated machinery, which would be hazardous for the State to 
create. 

"I cannot close this part of the discussion better than in the 
words of the honored governor of Iowa, in his message to the 
Twenty-Second General Assembly, in which he shows that the 
wise statesmanship, so characteristic of his administration: 
'Keep the State from engaging in commercial enterprises like the 
publishing of school books, etc. Leave to the people of the 
school districts great freedom to determine such questions and to 
govern their own affairs.^ ' 

"There are, however, some prominent evils connected with 
the use of text-books, which must be met and corrected. One is 
the question of cost. The people have long complained of the 
high prices charged for text-books, and have become restless and 
impatient under a sense of injustice done them in this branch of 
trade. Another source of complaint arises from the fact that 
books bearing the same imprint sell at different prices in different 
parts of the State. Still another source of confusion and annov- 
ance is the variety of text-books found in many schools, which 
renders it difficult to classify the pupils to any advantage. And 
afi^ain, persons who have occasion to move from one part of the 
State to another, find themselves forced to supply their children 
with a new series of books, which in a family of several children 
is a great burden. The people should have the power in some 
way to remedy these evils. 

"The principles which apply to other mercantile transac- 
tions apply to the book trade as well. The nearer we get to the 
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manufacturers, and the fewer middlemen there are to handle the 
goods, the less expense to the consumer. The cost of books would 
he reduced 33 1-3 per cent, probably more than that, if the 
boards of directors had the power to purchase the text-books in 
the open market at the lowest wholesale rates. The money 
with which to do this should be drawn from the contingent fund 
and replaced from the cash sales of the books. This power 
could safely be lodged in the directors' hands at all times and 
should be made imperative whenever the electors of the district 
order it done. It should also be made their duty to adopt a series 
of text-books and to permit no others to be used in the schools of 
that township. When the order to adopt any given series has 
been passed by a majority of those constituting the quorum, such 
action should be considered final, and no other series should be 
adopted for three years. The list of such books, with the prices 
attached, should be kept posted in every schoolroom, together 
mth the place where such books may be obtained. It is urged 
in favor of thi^ plan that it puts up no bar to competition in price 
or quality, and leaves the interests of the schools entirely in the 
hands of the people." 

AUSTriSr, TEX., December 8, 1896. 
Hon. Junius Jordan, State Superintendent, Little Kock, Ark. : 

Dear Sir — Replying to your letter of the 1st, permit me to 
say that I have never favored State uniformity of text-books. 
That question has been before the legislature of this State several 
times, but no definite action of our legislature on this subject has 
ever gone into effect. 

In the uniformity of text-books I see dangers for the public 
schools, in that, when books are once adopted and are in the 
hands of all the children of the State, it is next to impossible to 
make a change, and the children of a State in which uniformity 
of text-books prevails are restricted for years and years to the 
same set of books and the progress, constantly being made in 
text-books, is denied to the children of such State. 

I believe in free education, I believe in the public free 
schools. They are necessary in order that all the children of the 
State may receive the essentials of an elementary education. For 
schools to be free the pupil must be furnished with every neces- 
sity without cost to him or his parents. The school necessities 
are houses, teachers, desks, blackboards, stoves and text-books. 
If a school is really free, the individual child should pay nothing 
for any of these essentials. If we would have free schools it 
seems that we must go one step farther than we, in this section, 
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liave gone, and that is, to free text-books. It might be very well, 
however, if the idea of free text-books is adopted, to make it a 
local feature and have the expense of such system borne by local 
taxation. 

In advocating free text-books, there are other things to be 
considered besides the cost of the books. If the board of educa- 
tion of any school furnishes free books and provides them before 
the opening of the school session, then when school opens, everj^ 
child in the territory of the school can begin his work at once, 
and not have to be kept out until his parents secure money with 
which to buy the necessary schoolbooks. One of the strongest 
arguments in favor of free text-books is that it would increase 
largely the daily attendance upon the schools, and thereby ex- 
tend the usefulness of the system, and this extension would bring 
the schools to the children most in need of them. 

Most Respectfully, 

J. M. CAELISLE, State Superintendent. 
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Chapter XIX. 



In concluding this report, I desire to say that this depart- 
ment has had the co-operation of His Excellency, Hon. James P. 
Clarke, Governor, in its efforts to improve the teaching force of 
the State and to advance the standards of education generally. 

J icfore approving the normal bill Governor Clarke studied 
its economical features as well as its proposed scope and bearing 
upon the public schools, and the results of the work show the 
wisdom of his approval. 

'J'he teachers and county examiners have worked uniformly 
with the office, although they were frequently discouraged by 
lack of promptness and efficiency on the part of many directors. 
Their reports show this fact. 

In all matters set forth in this report I have tried to point 
out as frankly, clearly and as judiciously as possible the defects 
under which the educational system of the State was laboring. 
Facts and not flattery have been presented, and also a suggestion 
of agencies to relieve the system of frictions and hindrances. 

Education means progress, and we must not accept the econ- 
omies, of the past as infallible rules for future guidance. Each 
system has its day for good in the onward march of progress and 
as new conditions arise, changes must be made to suit the de- 
mands. " If our sister States are moving forward with greater 
efficiency and under improved systems, we cannot rest with com- 
placency on results attained by a machinery rapidly passing into 
distiae end. living now in the face of the protest of the leading 
educator in the United States. Hence, we insist upon it that 
the district system in the organization of the schools and the 
office of county examiner have reached the maximum of their 
usefulness, we are quoting from the highest and the best authori- 
ties as well as from a knowledge of the effectual working of the 
systems that are in use in other States. 

It is a well known fact that many of our most zealous, com- 
petent and successful business men invariably refuse to serve as 
school directors, and that so persistently has this objection been 
maintained that a law had to be passed fixing a penalty in case a 
party was elected to act in this capacity and refused to accept the 
position. This would not be necessary if the township was the 
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unit of our school system. Granting that this be true and that a 
change be made, the next step towards perfecting the organiza- 
tion would be county supervision. In reference to this, the wis- 
dom of the policy is summed up in the following words of Hon. 
W. T. Harris, national commissioner of education: 

"The link of county superintendency is the most important 
of all the supervisory links, inasmuch as it concerns the educa- 
tion of three-fourths of all the people of the land. Its cost to the 
State is very small in comparison mth the general outlay. By 
no other agency can the school system of a State be so potently 
lifted up and at so small an expenditure of money." 

THE TEACHEK. 

Superintendent George B. Cook, of the Hot Springs public 
schools, in his report to the school board, has some ^vise and prac- 
tical thoughts in regard to teachers, both competent and incompe- 
tent. The attention of the reader and the student of our public 
school system, and especially of school directors, is invited to thia 
paper: 

Education, by all thinking people, is in its theory and prac- 
tice regarded as one of the sciences. There are principles of 
mutual development that explain the orderly unfolding of the 
youtiiful mind, and the proper methods of presenting subjects 
of instruction so that they can be readily comprehended. It was 
once believed that anybody possessing patience could teach. 
But such is not the case. Patience is a balm, but not an incen- 
ti\'e. The essential qualification for successful school manage- 
mciil is corns non sense, which applied means tact. In the recita- 
tion the teacher gets nearest to her pupils; looks into their minds 
and hearts. This is her greatest opportunity to stimulate, to 
awaken desire, to stir up effort, to control and mold character, 
ai d if she fails here she need not try to accomplish it elsewhere. 
Iso extent of juggling by superintendent or board, or adoption 
of rules can save an incompetent teacher from failure. Constant 
calls for help in ordinary school affairs and daily routine work 
tire not expected. It is not necessary for a teacher to be a Marti- 
net to secure the best discipline and conduct. But by personal 
influence, by earnestness, by tact born of keen insight into 
human promptings, they should be able to create or stimulate a 
desire on the part of the pupils to do right. "The teacher must 
lure to better works and lead the way." 
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The following points are used in one of our best schools up- 
upon which to grade a teacher's ability. They are* suggestive 
for self -study. 

1. General Scholarship. 2. Critical Knowledge of the 
Branches. 3. Order. 4. General Management. 5. Abil- 
ity to Manage Hard Cases. 6. Power to Teach. 7. Power 
to Develop Thought in Pupils. 8. Routine Teaching. 9. 
"Reciting Post" Teaching. 10. Skill in Questioning. 11. 
Skill in Fertility of Resources. 12. Energy and Vigilance. 
13. Pleasant Voice. 14. Disposition to Antagonize Pupils. 
15. Power to Gain Good Will of Pupils. 16. Disposition to 
Scold and Grumble. 17. Attention of Pupils During Recita- 
tion, and Also at Their Seats. 18. Neatness and Cleanliness of 
Desks, Room, etc. 19. Ability to Secure Cheerful and Thor- 
ough Work of the Pupils. 20. Liability to Waste Time Doing 
Nothing Laboriously. 21. Variableness in Management and 
in Teaching. 22. Steadfastness of Purpose in Teaching. 23. 
Disposition to Take Care of Siehool Property. 24. Ventilation 
of Schoolroom. 25. Tact and Skill in Adapting New Meth- 
ods in Teaching. 

All my past experience, but more especially that of the last 
two years, leads me to urge the importance of selecting for the 
primary and intermediate grades, teachers of pronounced ability 
and success. The stability and usefulness of any structure de- 
ponds upon the foundation work. If it be well done, laid by 
careftil and experienced hands, then the superstructure will stand 
and the whole will be a monument that will tell the story of the 
architect's success. 

Still more important is it that the foundation work of a 
child's education be well done. 

The first four years of a child's school work are the most 
important of his whole school or college life. Mistakes made 
here, failure in discipline, questionable methods of teaching, and 
a child may be ruined. These years are critical ones for the child; 
all the various faculties of the mind are to be roused, strength- 
ened, developed and expanded. 

A mere school keeper — a hearer of recitations — should 
never be given work. Too many teachers when seeking posi- 
tions ask for primary work, when unable to master the subjects 
taught in the higher grades. There is no place in our schools 
where a poor teacher can be used to advantage. No teacher 
should be employed in any school who is not possessed of a thor- 
ough education; whose mind is not mature and well disciplined; 
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who does not have a large fund of knowledge and information. 
P.i'imary tekchers should not only possess these higher intellec- 
tual qualilications, but they shoidd also have that rare gift, the 
ability to te^ch little children. 

You have in your school many excellent teachers; teachers 
of culture, age and experience; teachers who love the work for 
the good they can do rather than for the money they can earn. 
The end with them is not pay day, but the future of their pupils. 
A few are poorly qualified by nature and in book knowledge. 
They are incompetent because they are too inexperienced; ue- 
catisc they have never received any training, theoretical or other- 
Avi^e, for the work; because they have no idea of the functions of 
a school. 

It is a sad sight to see an untrained boy or girl fresh from 
some traditional high school or quack normal school trying to in- 
struct children, without any knowledge whatever of the laws of 
the mind; without any knowledge whatever of method. Such 
experimenters will always fail. Without the slightest idea of 
how children are governed, they resort to force to cover their un- 
fitness. With but a scanty knowledge of the subjects they are 
called upon to teach, their instruction is timid and soulless, if not 
absolutely injurious. From the child's standpoint a schoolroom 
failure is the completest of all failures. No other form of failure 
is so destructive of the rights and opportunities of others; no 
other form of failure extends so far into the future. No other 
work requii'es a maturer mind, a clearer judgment, a more, per- 
fect seK-control, or a larger knowledge of human nature. 

Now, if these statements are true, is it right, is it fair to the 
taxpayer, and above all to the little child who looks to you to 
protect his sacred, inalienable rights, that any but the very best 
be put on duty? 

The continuance of incompetent teachers in your schools 
tends to weaken the efforts of the superintendent and the zeal of 
the competent teachers. Every incompetent teacher is known 
as incompetent, not only by every teacher, but by a majority of 
the pupils and patrons. The schools belong to the people. 
They were not established to serve any purely selfish end, nor to 
give employment to incompetent applicants. They have a much 
higher and holier mission than charity. Children are entitled 
to the best opportunities suggested by the law; they are entitled 
to more than a merely legal fulfillment of the law; they are en- 
titled to the highest moral fulfillment; they are entitled to the 
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best schools the tax limit will provide. The inalienable rights of 
the poorest child in this city are as sacred as those of the 
wealthiest. 

If inexperienced persons are to have places in our schools, 
as teachers, they should be assigned to the upper grades. 
Many can teach pupils who are old enough to help themselves, 
but very few can teach children in the primary grades. The 
more a pupil can help himself the less he needs a skillful teacher. 

Your schools can never be what they should until the ap- 
pointment of teachers is based upon a strictly business basis. 
ItTatural adaptation, presence, eneTgy, reasonable age and fair 
text-book knowledge are essential. No amount of pedagogical 
patience and skill can turn nature out of its own direction. We 
can cultivate only what we have; we cannot create. Training 
cannot complete what God did not begin. Failure in the school- 
room should not be understood as a personal reflection, but 
should be kindly acknowledged as a saving suggestion. . 

It is true that there are not enough skilled teachers in this 
or any other community of our State to supply the demand of 
the schools, and we are forced to take those who, by natural 
disposition and by acquirements, seem best fitted for the work, 
and then trust to the teachings of experience and the instruc- 
tions of their associates to give them the necessary skill; but 
in spite of this circumstance it is nevertheless true that educa- 
tion as a progressive science has already taken rank as a pro- 
fession T\dth established science and rules of practice. The 
result of this study in this country, in England and in Germany, 
has been to lay aside the empircism of many of the old time 
teachers and assume for all schools a more rational, a more 
direct, a more practical and altogether a more satisfactory sys- 
tem. Tinder the inspiration of Froebel and Eichter in Ger- 
many, of Rousseau and Compayre in France, of Spencer and 
Bain in England, and Horace Mann and his disciples in 
America, we have at last reached a point where we can analyze 
the methods of success of the great teachers of the past, and can 
make possible another Dr. Arnold, another Mark Hopkins, and 
another Louis Agassiz. 

Private schools in our city are already a thing of the past. 
In this and every other community where there are good public 
schools the people recognize the best teaching as done in pub- 
lic schools. The taxpayers are no longer willing to assume the 
double burden of tax and tuition. So year by year we find the 
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private schools growing smaller and the common schools 
growing larger. We say common schools advisedly. PubUc 
schools are not pauper schools. They are common for the 
rich and the poor alike. Here the children meet together and 
grow up in mutual friendship and trust. The mission of the 
public schools is to educate together those who will be mutually 
dependent in after life. They will allay the prejudices of caste 
and classes, temper the jealousies of social factions, beget a re- 
spect and a regard of one man for another, and probably produce 
a forbearance of one calling for another, of capital for labor, of 
one sect for another sect, and make the man unwilling to oppress 
his neighbor because they were brought up together, under a 
common and a wise instructor. If our common education can 
produce a common interest in national generosity and forbear- 
ance the many evils that cloud our country's horizon will dis- 
sipate before the warm light of our country's schools. 

CONCLUSION". 

As before stated, this office has been overburdened with 
work during the past two years and the small contingent fimd 
was soon exhausted in employing additional help. A large 
amount of business would have been unattended to but for the 
volunteer aid furnished the State by Professor M. A. Stone, of 
the Little Eock Commercial College. His advanced pupils in 
stenography and typewriting rendered valuable assistance. 
Whenever called upon, the response was prompt, cheerful and 
the work satisfactorily performed. 
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Chapter I. 



FACTS ABOUT E^^UMEKATIOK 

Total population in 1890 (census) 1,128,179 

Total population in 1896 (estimated) 1,270,425 

Total enumeration in 1895 448,941 

Total enumeration in 1896 456,736 

Increase - 7,795 

The following are the summaries of enumeration for the 
past two years: 



189s 

White males 168,634 

White females 156,662 

Colored males 62,189 

Colored females 61,456 

Total males 230,823 

Total females 218,118 

Total white 325,296 

Total colored i23»64S 



1896 

White males 171,234 

White females 160,545 

Colored males 62,894 

Colored females 62,063 

Total males 234,128 

Total females 222,608 

Total white 321,779 

Total colored 124,957 



The following table will be of interest in that it shows the 
increase, 276,826, in the number of children in the past twenty- 
eight years. The scholastic population of the State in this 
time has increased 163 per cent. 

,Summary of Enumeration from 1869. 



1869 « 176,910 

1870 180,274 

187X 196*237 

x^ - 194,314 

X873 148,128 

1874 168,929 

187s 168,929 

iSt©...! 189,130 

>877. -. 303,567 

1878 ai6,47S 

1879.... 236,600 

»«8o 247.457 

x88i 272,841 

x88a ; 289,617 

1 



1883 304,962 

1884 323 943 

1885 338.506 

1886 358,006 

1887 377,736 

1888 388,129 

1889 404,379 

1890 405,587 

1891. 418,566 

1892 422,252 

1893 425,349 

1894 436,335 

1895 448,941 

1896 456,736 



The following table will show that the number of white 
cliildren has increased over 45 per cent within the past fourteen 
jears; while the colored children have increased over 63 per cent 
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Table Showing Enumeration by Races from 1883 to Date. 



1883 White 327,533 

1883 Colored 76,439 

1884 White 247,^78 

1884 Colored 76,770 

1885 White 253,390 

1885 Colored 86,216 

1886 White* 266,188 

1886 Colored 91,818 

1887 White 379,234 

1887 Colored _ 98,512 

1888 White 288.381 

1888 Colored 99,748 

1889 White 297,665 

1889 Colored 106,7x4 



1890 White 297,904 

1890 Colored io7>683 

1891 White 306,390 

1891 Colored 112,176 

1893 White 307,781 

1892 Colored xx4t47i 

1893 White 309,368 

1893 Colored _. 1151984 

1894 White 316,169 

1894 Colored .120,166 

1895 White 325*396 

1895 Colored 123,645 

1896 White 331*779 

1896 Colored, 124,957 



The total nmnber of males enmnerated in 1883 was 
156,687 and the females 147,275. In the fourteen years since 
that time the number of males has increased 77,441, or over 49 
per cent, while the number of females has increased 75,333, or 
over 51 per cent. 
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Chapter II. 



FACTS ABOUT ENKOLLMENT. 



The following are the summaries of the enrollment for the 
years 1895 and 1896: 



1895. 

White males 113,708 

Per cent of No. enumerated 67 

White females 101,520 

Per cent of No. enumerated , 64 

Colored males '38,224 

Per cent of No. enumerated 61 

Colored iemales 38,763 

Per cent of No. enumerated 63 

Total males 152,022 

Total females 140,283 

Total white 215,318 

Total colored 76,987 

Aggregate 292,305 



1896. 
White males 115,186 

Per cent of No. enumerated 67 

White females 103,113 

Per cent of No. enumerated 64 

Colored males 381760 

Per cent of No. enumerated 61 

Colored females 39»5i6 

Per cent of No. enumerated 63 

Total males 153.946 

Total females 142,629 

Total white 218,299 

Total colored 7^,276 

Aggregate 296,575 



Summary of Enrollment in the Schools of Arkansas from 

June, 1869, to Date. 



1869 67,412 

1870 107,908 

1871 69,927 

1872 32,863 

1873 59,587 

1874 (no report) 

1875 (no report) 

1876 i5»89o 

1877 33.370 

1878 33,740 

1879 55,049 

1880 70,973 

1881 98,744 

1882 117,696 



1883 112,233 

1884 153.216 

1885 164,757 

1886 175,935 

1887 183,095 

1888 202,754 

1889 216,152 

1890. 205,262 

1891 242,117 

1892 251,452 

1893 264,576 

1894 285,159 

1895 292,305 

1896 296,575 



By comparing the enrollment of 1869 with^he enumera- 
tion of the same year we find that the former is only about 38 
per cent of the latter, while the enrollment of 189 6 is about 65 
per cent of the number enumerated. By comparing the enroll- 
ment of 1886 with the enumeration of the same year we find that 
the former is a little more than 50 per cent of the latter. These 
figures show a most gratifying increase in the interest in public 
education. 
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Table Showing EnroUmeut by Races from 1883 to date. 



1883 White 84,101 

1883 Colored 38,132 

1884 White ....115,648 

1884 Colored 37»568 

1885 White 122,296 

1885 Colored 42,461 

1886 White 129.137 

1886 Colored 46,798 

1887 White 134.643 

1887 Colored 48,452 

1888 White 152,184 

1888 Colored 50,570 

1889 White ....159,770 

1889 Colored 56,382 



1890 White 154,259 

1890 Colored 5^*003 

1891 White 178,289 

1891 Colored 63,830 

1892 White z87,26x 

1892 Colored 64,191 

18931 White Z97f655 

1893 Colored 66,921 

1894 White 209,109 

1894 Colored 76,050 

1895 White 215,318 

1895 Colored 76,987 

1896 V\hite _ 218,299 

1896 Colored 78,276 



By comparmg the enrolhnent with the enumeration for 
both races for the year 1886 we find that the nmnber enrolled 
in the white schools is 51 per cent of the nmnber of whites enmn- 
erated, and the number enrolled in the colored schools is 54 per 
cent of the number of colored children enumerated. In 1896 
the number of whites enrolled is about 67 per cent of the enum- 
eration, while the number of negroes is only about 62 per cent 
of the Humber enumerated. This shows that while the negroes 
take more interest in public education than they did ten years 
ago, their interest has not increased in proportion to that of the 
whites. 
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TABLE D. 

Statement of the Number of Pupils Enrolled in the Public Schools, Year Ending June 30, 1896. 



Counties. 



Arkansas 

Ashley 

Baxter 

Benton 

Boone 

Bradley 

Calhoun 

Carroll 

Chicot 

Clark 

Clav 

Cleburne 

Cleveland .... 

Columbia.. 

Conway 

Craighead 

Crawford 

Crittenden.. .. 
v^ross. •••■•••• ••• 

Dallas 

Desha 

Drew , 

Faulkner 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Garland , 

Grant 

Greene 

Hempstead... 
Hot cspring.... 

Howard , 

Independence. 

Izard 

Jackson , 

Jefferson 

Johnson 

Lafayette 

Lawrence. 

Lee 

Lincoln 

Little River.... 

Logan 

Lonoke 

Madison........ 

Marion 

Miller 

Mississippi.... 

Monroe 

Montgomery . 

Nevada 

Newton 

Ouachita 

Perry .. , 

Phillips 

Pike 

Poinsett 

Polk 

Pope 

Prairie 

Pulaski 

Randolph 

Saline 



White. 



Males. 



Z,I3I 

i,4cx) 

4,156 

af343 
871 

781 
3,626 

150 
z,6i6 
1,665 

i»359 
1,236 
1,658 

1.551 
1,846 

2,58s 
17s 
752 
913 

SIX 

1,176 
3,300 
2,674 
1,714 
X,985 

X>021 
1,969 
X.612 
1,486 
1,383 

a,797 
i,8oz 

- 1,449 
1,085 

3,330 
435 

X,479 
560 

675 
563 

3,690 

3,956 
3.407 

x,"5 
963 

615 

615 

1,013 

1,689 

1,478 
993 

736 

575 

1*398 

594 
1.050 
3,639 

945 
8,469 

1,756 
1,619 



Females. 



1,074 

895 
1,168 

3,900 

2,173 

814 

669 

2,434 

1,539 
1,510 

1,231 
1,075 
1,502 

X,372 

1,735 

8,542 

158 

592 

842 

803 
1,065 
1,986 
3,213 
1,424 

X,973 

870 
1,677 

1.473 
1,406 

1,223 

2,376 

x,437 
1,302 
1,073 
3,140 
398 
X,33o 

475 

640 

4H2 

3,304 

1,810 

2,170 

931 
907 

542 
614 
888 

x,335 

1,277 

964 

664 

55X 
1,184 

443 
911 

2,348 
849 
2,619 
1,604 
1,478 



Total. 



Colored. 



2,247 
3,016 
2,568 
8,056 
4,'?i6 
1,685 

x,45o 

5,060 

287 

3,153 
3,175 
2,590 
2,3x1 
3,160 
2,931 
3,581 
5,127 

333 
x,344 
x,754 

413 

3,2iX 

4,286 
4,886 
3.138 
3.958 
X.881 
3*646 

3.085 
3,892 
2,605 

5*173 
3,238 
2,751 
2*157 
4,479 
813 
8.809 
x,o35 
X.315 
1,044 
4,894 
3,766 

4,577 
3,046 
1,869 

x*i57 
1,229 

1,891 
3.034 

2,755 
1,956 
1,400 
1,136 
2,582 

x,o37 
1,961 
4.987 
x*794 
5,088 
3.360 
3*097 



Males. 



Females. 



Total. 



485 


5x9 


1,004 


773 


84s 


1,6x8 


7 


9 


x6 


XI 


18 


29 


393 


418 


81Z 


310 


332 


X 


12 


IX 


x,i3i 


z,x8o 


2,3" 


789 


b4o 

• 


1,629 








500 


470 


970 


937 


x,ooo 


x,937 


x,i33 


X,I27 


8,360 


60 


64 


134 


390 


380 


570 


x,45x 


x,409 


8,860 


451 


430 


88x 


433 


467 


900 


876 


900 


1,776 


x,459 


x,394 


2,853 


564 


525 


x,o«9 


77 


83 


160 


9 


16 


25 


351 


868 


5x9 


239 


142 


371 


8 


13 


81 


1*384 


1,489 


2,873 


20«i 


213 


420 


412 


410 


833 


X7S 


X3X 


306 


J7 


18 


35 


5ot 


510 


T,OII 


3.437 


3*523 


6,960 


97 


88 


X85 


5" 


533 


x,044 


XOl 


98 


X99 


1,821 


1,713 


3,533 


559 


555 


1*114 


476 


526 


Z,003 


106 


107 


313 


x*342 


x*303 


2.645 


8 


13 


81 


596 


723 


1*393 


332 


407 


739 


1,276 


1,264 


2,540 


44 


34 


78 


588 


688 
970 


1,376 


906 


1.876 


lOX 


- 118 


319 


3,240 


8,322 


4*562 


89 


77 


166 


XI5 


78 


X93 


7 


8 


15 


878 


245 


523 


661 


669 


x,33o 


2,437 


3,623 


5,059 


75 


73 


148 


305 


350 


455 



Aggregate 



3.25X 

3,634 
2,5^8 
8,073 

4,545 
8,496 
3,083 
5,083 
2,598 
4,784 
3, '75 
2,590 
3,281 

5,097 
5,X9X 
3,707 
5,697 
3,x93 

8,235 

2,654 
2,189 

5,094 
5,375 
5*046 
3*163 

4.477 
3,253 
3,667 
5.958 
3.312 
3.427 
5.479 
3,273 
3,762 
9*xx7 

4,65s 
x,877 
3,008 
4.568 
3,429 
2,046 
5*xo7 
6,41 X 

4,598 
8,046 
3,x6x 
x,896 

3.769 
1,969 
4.300 

2.755 
3.832 
X.619 
5*688 

2,149 
x,83o 
1,986 

5,5x0 

3,123 
10,147 

3,508 
3,552 
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TABLE D,— Concluded, 



Counties. 




Scott .. 

Searcy 

Sebastian 

Sevier 

Sharp 

St. Francis 

Stone 

Union 

Van Buren 

Washington ..... 

White 

Woodruff 

Yell 

Totals 



Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


i»764 


1.532 


3,296 


1.739 


1.504 


3.243 


3,866 


3,290 


7.15'* 


1.341 


1,187 


2,528 


2,32a 


2,173 


4.495 


737 


703 


1,440 


704 


577 


1,281 


1,196 


1,057 


2,253 


1.073 


860 


1.933 


4,072 


3.815 


7,887 


2.884 


2,631 


5,515 


765 


641 


1,406 


2,722 


2,326 


5,488 


115,186 


103,113 


218,299 



Colored. 



Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


448 


475 


923 


217 


216 


433 


16 


29 


45 


5,355 


1,28s 


8,640 


922 


979 


1,901 


30 


33 


63 


119 


125 


244 


310 


32 1 


631 


1,442 


1,357 


2,799 


147 


170 


317 


38,760 


39,516 


78,276 



Aggregate 



3,296 

3,243 
8,079 

2,961 
4,540 
4,080 
1,381 

4.IS4 
1,996 
8,191 
6,146 
4,205 
5,365 

296,575 



Chapter III. 



FACTS ABOUT DAILY ATTENDANCE. 



The following are the sumniaries for the attendance for the 
past two years: ^ 



1895 

White males 66,120 

Per cent of No. enrolled 58 

White females 61,295 

Percent of No. enrolled 59 

Colored males 20,9x1 

Per cent of No. enrolled 54 

G,lored females 22,084 

Per cent of No. enrolled 56 

Total males 87,031 

Total females 83,379 

Total white 127,4x5 

Total colored 42,995 

Aggregate ...170,410 



1896 
White males 67,000 

Per cent of No. enrolled 58 

White females 61,460 

Per cent of No. enrolled 59 

Colored males 21,3x2 

Per cent of No. enrolled 54 

Colored females 22,176 

Per cent of No. enrolled 56 

Total males 88,3x2 

Total females 83,636 

Total white 128,460 

Totalcolored 43>488 

Aggregate. i7i>948 



Table showing percentage of daily attendance to the enroll- 
ment from 1891 to date. 



Year. 
^891 .. 
1892 .. 

1893 
1894 .. 

1895 - 

1896 .. 



Enrollment. Attendance. 
..... 242,117 123,625.... 

251.452 140,44s - • 

. .264,576 .....T 145.835 

.... 285,159 166,544 .... 

292,305 170.410 

296,575 171.948 



Per cent enrollment. 

5J 

55 

55 

S8 

58 

S8 



There is no record of the daily attendance prior to 1891, 
and none giving the attendance by races prior to 1896. For 
1896 the attendance of the whites is 58 per cent, while that of 
the negroes is 55 per cent of the enrollment. The daily attend- 
ance for 1896 is 37 per cent of the enumeration. The daily at- 
tendance of the whites, compared with the enumeration, is 38 
per cent, while the negToes, in daily attendance, is only 34 per 
cent of those enumerated. 

The daily attendance in 1894 for the whole United States 
was 65.92 per cent of the total enrollment. The average for the 
south central division, in which Arkansas is included, is 64.17 
per cent. It is lower in Arkansas than any others of the divis- 
ion, except Kentucky and Oklahoma, as is shown by the follow- 
ing table, which is taken from the report of the Commissioner of 
Education for the United States: 
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The Average Daily Attendance at Various Periods, and Its 
Present Relation to the School Enrollment. 
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TABLE E. 

Statement of the Number of Pupils in Daily Attendance in the Public Schools, Year Ending 

June 30, 1895. 



Counties. 



Arkansas 

Ashley 

Baxter 

Benton 

Boone 

Bradley 

Calhoun 

Carroll 

Chicot 

Clark 

Clay 

Cleburne 

Cleveland 

Columbia 

Conway 

Craighead 

Crawford . 

Crittenden 

Cross 

Dallas 

Desha 

Drew 

Faulkner 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Garland 

Grant 

Greene 

Hempstead ... 
Hot Spring .... 

Howard 

Independence 

Izard 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Johnson 

Lafayette 

Lawrence 

Lee 

Lincoln 

Little River ... 

Logan 

Lonoke 

Madison 

Marion 

Miller 

Mississippi .... 

Monroe 

Montgomery ., 

Nevada 

Newton 

Ouachita 

Perrv 

Phillips 

Pike 

Poinsett 

Polk 

Pope 

Prairie 

Pulaski 

Randolph 

Saline 

Scott 

Searcy 

Sebastian 

Sevier 

Sharp 

St. Francis 

Stone 

Union 

* Van Burrn 

Washington ... 

White 

Woodruff 

Yell 



Totals 



Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


1,027 


X,020 


2,047 


823 


800 


1,623 


695 


590 


1,285 


2,526 


2,390 


4,916 


1,426 


1,429 


2,855 


760 


754 


1,514 


542 


529 


1,071 


1,574 


1*408 


3,072 


620 


530 


1,150 


1,461 


1,401 


2,862 


690 


607 


1,297 


634 


555 


1,189 


z,ooo 


820 


1,820 


1,235 


1,138 


2,373 


1,331 


1,391 


2,722 


1,062 


962 


2,024 


1,608 


1,564 


3,172 


730 


767 


1,497 
1,482 


785 


697 


733 


698 


1,431 


m 


546 


1,077 


i,.s68 


1,474 


3,042 


T,6ll 


1,412 


3,023 


^,509 


1,380 


2,889 


926 


844 


1,770 


1,175 


1,172 


2,347 


1.028 


x,ii6 


2,144 


995 


866 


x,86i 


1,840 


X.752 


3.592 


791 


738 


1.529 


I,022 


950 


i»97» 


1,788 


1,485 


3,273 


1,135 


989 


2,124 


1,070 


846 


1,916 


2,925 


3.206 


6,131 


1,473 


1,335 


2,808 


435 


391 


826 


784 


731 


1,515 


799 


806 


1,605 


1,151 


1,007 


2,1 s8 


616 


614 


1,230 


1,335 


1,855 


3,190 


1,846 


1,838 


3,684 


1,265 


1,129 


2,394 


706 


607 


1,313 


3,135 


1,176 


2,311 


637 


585 


X,222 


877 


919 


1,796 


700 


654 


1,354 


1,030 


1,004 
824 


2,034 


x,i58 


1.982 


1,401 


1,331 


2,732 


423 


400 


823 


1,642 


1,561 


3,203 


831 


741 


1,572 


215 


202 


417 


775 


709 


1,484 


i>773 


1,574 


3.347 


856 


868 


1,724 


3,27« 


3.602 


6,874 


870 


695 


1,565 


1,081 


1,036 


2,117 


1,164 


1,145 


2,309 


1,098 


987 


2,085 


1,888 


2,142 


4,030 


895 


892 


1,787 


809 


741 


1,550 


1,159 


1,145 


2,304 


457 


460 


917 


1,550 


1,506 


3,056 


629 


556 


1,185 


2,313 


2,321 


4,634 


2,070 


1,978 


4,048 


1,327 


1,171 


2,498 


x,4io 


1,225 


2,635 



87,031 I 83,379 






170,410 
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TABLE F. 

Statement of the Number of Pupils in Dally Attendance in the Public Schools, Year Ending; 

June 30, 1896. 



G>unties. 



Arkansas 

Baxter 

Benton..^ 

Boons .' 

Bradley 

Calhoun. 

Carroll ^ 

Chicot 

Clay 

Cleburne 

Cleveland 

Columbia 

Conway 

Craighead 

Crawford 

Crittenden 

Cross. 

Dallas 

Desha 

Drew. 

Faulkner 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Garland 

Grant 

Greene.. 

Hempstead 

Hot Spring: 

Howard 

Independence 

Izard 

Jacks n 

Jefferson 

Johnson 

Laf lyette 

Lawrence. 

Lee 

Lincolrv.. , 

Little River 

Logan 

Lonoke 

Madison 

Marion 

Miller 

Mississippi 

Monroe 

Montgomery. 

Nevada 

Newton 

Ouachita 

Perry .- 

Phillips. 

Pike 

Poinsett 

Polk 

P>pe 

Prairie » 

Pulaski ., 

Randolph.^ — 

Saline 

Scott 



White. 



721 

584 
820 

ai477 

x,472 

529 
400 

x»57i 
75 

Z,OIZ 

722 

764 

804 

x,a32 
801 

Z,IQI 

1,425 

125 

565 

549 
140 

785 

X,225 

1,438 

1,084 

1,478 

598 

1,009 

1,067 
638 

736 

1,428 

1,078 

800 

536 

x,303 
305 
5" 
306 
430 
368 

1,535 
1,232 

1,677 
649 
606 
3x8 
257 
550 
871 
816 
Sto 
366 

359 
035 
346 
538 
1,629 

541 
x,545 
9^4 
988 
866 



727 
461 
701 

8,845 

x,376 
504 
359 

x,544 
68 

1,126 

653 
762 

848 

1,081 

756 
1,050 

1,432 
118 

419 

547 

131 
717 

x,i3o 

1,248 

811 

1,384 
521 
878 

1,009 
700 
668 



Colored 



Males Females Total 



x,448 
x,<345 

1,521 

5,322 
2,848 
x,o33 

759 
3,"5 

X43 
a,i37 
X.375 
1,526 
1,652 

2,313 
x,557 
8,151 

2,857 
243 
984 

1,096 
271 

1,501 

2,355 
a,686 

x,895 
2,862 

1,119 

1,887 

2,076 

1,338 

x,404 



1,094 


2,522 


919 


x,997 


688 


1,488 


561 


1.097 


x,i93 


2,496 


3^5 


610 


489 


1,00c 


271 


577 


449 


879 


361 


729 


1,272 


2,807 


1,146 


2,378 


x,653 


3,330 


554 


1,203 


554 


x,i6o 


293 


611 


303 


560 


527 


1,083 


786 


x,657 


720 


x,536 


499 


x,o55 


352 


718 


371 


730 


720 


x,555 


2X2 


558 


563 


1,101 


1,421 


3,050 


535 


1,076 


1,801 


3,346 


864 


1,798 


869 


1,857 


692 


1,558 



Males 



253 
427 

5 
7 
278 
270 
8 
565 
414 



409 
640 

545 

40 

X56 

1,024 

325 
866 

516 
866 
891 

46 

4 

8X1 
96 

4 
835 

SCO 

232 

87 

IS 
a£9 

x,39i 
60 

398 

33 
832 

352 

161 

46 

832 



374 
204 
482 

"'288 

520 

65 
x,i3S 

02 
48 

7 

X9S 

364 

x,i3o 

54 
120 



Females 



874 
453 



7 

X3 
302 

305 
8 

S90 
408 



372 
671 
607 

45 

I2t 

x,oi8 

311 

320 

540 
808 
308 

57 
X4 

822 

76 

4 
920 
108 

825 

88 

16 

306 

x,5Xi 

60 

496 

X9 
800 

378 

259 

50 

777 



Total 



527 
880 



12 

20 

580 

575 
16 

x,r5S 
822 



781 
x,3>i 

X,I52 

85 

277 

8,042 

636 

586 

1,056 
1,674 

599 

103 

18 

4r3 

172 

8 

x,755 
308 

457 

X75 

31 

595 

2,90W 
I20 
894 

5« 
1,632 

730 

420 

«,6 

1,609 



4x3 


787 


267 


471 


479 


961 


3^5 


603 


572 


l,OC)2 


79 


144 


x,243 


2,378 


59 


121 


54 


102 


8 


X5 


165 


360 


404 


768 


1,288 


8,4x8 


44 


98 


148 


868 






x,975 
x,9^5 
x,52i 

5.334 
2,868 

x,6i3 

x,334 
3.X3X 
1,298 

2,959 
x,375 
x,526 

2,433 
3624 
2,709 
2,236 

3,134 
2,285 
1,620 
1,682 
x,327 
3.175 
2,954 
2,789 
x,9i3 
3.295 
1,291 

x,89S 
1,831 
1,646 
1,861 

2,597 
2,028 
2,083 

3.999 
2,616 

X.504 
1.052 
2,209 
I5609 

x,i49 
2,903 
3.987 
3,330 
1,203 
1,967 
1,082 
x,52i 

1.083 

8,260 

1,536 
2.248 

862 
3,108 
1,667 

660 

1,1x6 
3410 
1,844 

5,764 
1,896 
2,125 
x,558 






CJi 

"e O 

S O 

_ OJ3 

0**^ 9 



76 
85 



zoo 

37 

5 

80 

80 

100 



25 

340 
100 



55 
102 

2 

19.S 
xoo 

165 

X50 



241 

253 



125 

X94 

300 

54 
40 
ao 



xo 



30 



xoo 
49 



235 
119 



73 

46 

890 



800 

25 

39 
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TABLE Y,— Concluded, 



Counties 



Searcy 

Sebastian..... 

Sevier 

Sh!i.rp !" 

St. Francis 

Stone 

Union 

Van Burcn . 
Washington 

White 

Woodruff ... 
Yell 

Totals. 



White 



Males 


Females 


I,IOO 


973 


2,400 


2, zoo 


723 
476 


709 
350 


44Q 
386 
796 
654 


472 

348 

614 
560 


2,601 


2,200 


1,629 


1,568 


371 


332 


1,429 


1,259 


67,000 


61,460 



Colored 



Total 



Males 



2,073 
4,500 
Xt432 
1,226 
921 

734 
1,410 
1,214 
4,8oi 

3,197 

703 

2,688 



128,460 



300 

175 
12 

791 

512 
14 
84 

205 

6=4 
88 



Females 



21,312 



Total 



300 

159 

13 

748 



495 
25 
100 
202 
623 
106 



22,176 



600 

334 

25 

1,539 

1,007 

39 

184 

407 

1,277 
194 



43,488 



< 



2,073 
5,100 
1,766 
1,251 
2,460 
734 
2,417 
1,253 
4,985 
3»6o4 
1,980 
2,882 



171,948 



*> S M 

rt-i o 
> o-f: 

»^ f3 O 



55 
50 
35 



200 

50 
100 

25 



4,699 



220 



REPORT OP SUPERINTENDENT 



Chapter IV. 



FACTS ABOUT NUMBER IN EACH BRANCH 

TAUGHT. 

« 

The following are the summaries for the two years: 



189s 

Orthography 256,697 

Reading 220,187 

Mental Arithmetic 105,247 

Written Arithmetic ..126,150 

English Grammar 7i>54S 

Geography . 85,029 

' enmanbhip 139,113 

History 44.081 

Higher Branches 8,182 



1896 

Orthography 241,830 

Reading 228,155 

Mental Arithmetic 115,787 

Written Arithmetic 133.946 

English Grammar 79*850 

Geography 91,008 

Penmanship iSi»973 

History 5^*94^ 

Higher Branches 8,295 



The following table will show the changes in the ten years, 
from 1886 to 1896. The total enrollment for 1886 was 175,- 
935, and in 1896 was 296,575. 



Branches. 



Orthography 

heading 

Mental Arithmetic . 
Written Arithmetic 
English Grammar . 

Geography 

Penmanship 

History 

Higher Branches .. 



i886 



1896 



Number 



125,284 

icq,i55 

38,869 

46,078 

25.533 
30,169 

56.324 

13,386 

2,186 



Per ' 
Cent of Number 
Enroll- , 

ment. I 



71.21 
62.04 
22.09 
26.19 

14-51 

17.14 

32.01 

7.60 

1.24 



241,830 
228,155 

115.787 
133,946 

79,850 
91,008 

151,973 

51,942 

8,295 



Per 
Cent of 
Enroll- 
ment. 



81.54 
76.92 

3904 
45-16 
26.92 
30.69 
51.24 

X7-5I 
2.79 



Per 
Cent 
of In- 
crease 



93- 
109. 

195. 
190. 
212. 
302. 
170. 
288. 
279. 



In this ten years the enrollment has increased 68 per cent. 
It will be seen from the table that the number studying every 
branch has increased much faster than the number enrolled. It 
is also gratifying to note that the number studying grammar, 
geography, history and the higher branches has increased more 
than 200 per cent. This all shows that while more interest is 
taken in every branch no one branch is studied so exclusively as 
formerly. More classes are required and more teachers with 
more power must naturally follow. 
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TABLE H. 

Suttmaa oF the Numbn of Pupitji In Diflercnt BrjincliM Tauehl ill Ihe Public Schools, Yen 





1; 




1 


^ 


L 


i 


:& 




J 


Cumfc^ 




1 




|: 


^1 


1 


1 

g 


1 


ll 




1 


» 


z 


s 


u 




£ 




£ 




:;;s 


IS 


\f4 


;;r4 


GFt 


847 


;^3 


546 


"a 












567 


87' 








^aUna~..'.Z'S.".'.'.'. 


?:«! 








a-4«3 


',839 










a 










1.579 








BadlT ...... 


1,076 


r. 




'S!S 


79S 




'so* 


K 


CnHinm , 


.,*M 


1,478 


^863 


47 8 


644 


»,I>r 


614 


^* 


;;?i^ 


4,4-S 


'lis 




"'I'l 


;ti 


«3 


m6 






\ti 
















S™"™"" — ""' 


1 


«,"58 
3,076 


.,6.7 

59' 


1.05s 


IS 


6"' 


1,654 


1 


76 




«>S>3 


8m 


■.763 




i,3<3 






98 






■6W 


>.B35 




1,496 


',5l8 












,781 
















g;;^* ~ 


3:47? 




•'H' 


a[iS] 


l!40S 


■liai 


3!"? 


e?l 


»i 




?;m3 








■'sll 


'?i 


1)370 






Cr<«_ - 


>^S3 


■;!y 


V73 


t'^* 




',637 










868 












98 




iJs'S 




Jl^ 


iH 


487 


.'°* 










3A* 
4,6.o 












;:s: 








ii 




'lj89 








43 


g^.r:r:: 




'S 


=,673 


I,>8o 
660 


i'S 


=,6„ 


79' 


'Jt 


a.jto 


l%l 










3)^8 


1^ 




Gnol 






1,^8 




617 


';P 




453 




Cieme _, 




l'^ 




3,lSfi 








861 




IS?:= 


i^^ 


JS 


;;6« 


..670 
1,190 


'■f^o 


'^ 


i;b« 


"E 


;^8 












«47 










4.B40 


J;^ 


!;^6 




.,osB 






8.4 


■^ 


1nra_^ 


I.Sn 








Soo 


66s 


i,ciS 








3^ 




JbI 


<:6b5 














T.764 


8/.H 






l^T 




elsco 








3?B6 


j,Bo6 


;i 


'1314 








'S56 






;.Sjo 


J.638 


944 


'% 




1)38? 






lAVKOa 




>,7W 


'5 


t6o 


39° 


58> 








X«-~ 


3I76S 


j.'6a 








s|i6» 






Itaooh.- „. 






's 


'168 








76 




..Bjl 


-A. 


850 


^663 












4,63= 


4.!'SS 


■ ■S78 


=,f70 




',6S5 


'."33 






^^ 




4,667 


'^t* 


..Si6 


I^lDl 




3.87. 


96, 




fi.rion..".„...r 


IM? 


8>S" 


■i 


'tl 


7? 


''111 


'•Jf? 




' !S 




alho 


=,6., 








>.'48 


8^ 




MM:>3»pl _ 


.6so 






'98; 


''lu 




1.4'B 








i 


ii 


if 










E 




SrEE, 


s 


446 


I.tlt 


i;H! 


5; 










67. 








4^ 




0>»d>H> 


»|jco 




■.34= 


.,67! 












?IS5pit:::"„: 


>.4=8 




461 


58. 


3=0 




e.o 






3^< 






a,578 


1,560 


..B05 




7B5 


163 


Hi«r — ~.- 




i.8*S 


'1 






SoS 


';JS, 








1I061J 








3Ba 






13 


Polk 


I.? '7 






66, 




360 


^1 






Aqii 


4,B.o 






.,83= 




i,ass 






■Si 


fJm. 






.,^,8 






m 


?;'8ii 


4B7 




PbImU 


8)337 


e,39i 


6,n« 




5,818 




8,766 


996 




Sinddpli .-™-.. 


li 


'1678 


.,«i8 
1,180 


I:^' 


6« 


''h 




g 


,s 


Boo». 


,11 




Sa«, 


•Ji 


=;|5^ 


SB* 


''tot 


,s 


6% 


ali 




K 




i.<™ 


f,6» 


4,o«> 


4,800 


J.5" 




».;oo 


JOO 
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TABLE B.,— Concluded. 



Counties. 



Sevier , 

Sharp , 

St. Francis 

Stone 

Union , 

Van Buren 
Washington 

White 

Woodruff.... 
Yell 

To als .... 









• 






>, 




u 









a 
C 

If 


• 

c 

s 


ental 
Arithmeti 


bitten 
Arithmeti 


nglish 
Grammar 


• 

r 


O 


Q^ 


S 


^ 


H 





2,58s 


2,514 


Z,I2I 


1,570 


996 


X,02X 


i.«5o 


1,250 


2,045 


350 


1,050 


1,222 


2,647 


2,756 


1,704 


1,672 


i,X48 


1,736 


X,XIO 


970 


150 


395 


X40 


200 


3,134 


9,660 


X.OIO 


1,430 


1,184 


893 


1,627 


1,644 


662 


620 


326 


323 


7,240 


7,000 


3,766 


4,870 


2,372 


2,743 


5,400 


4,940 


1,520 


2,896 


1,630 


2,028 


3,330 


3,160 


1,740 


1,555 


855 


X337 


4,900 


4,750 


2,233 


2,720 


1,404 


x,5i4 


241,830 


228,155 


"5,787 


133,946 


79850 


91,008 



M 

e 

c* 

8 

e 




1,796 

737 


790 
726 


50 

!?5 


2,333 


920 


70 


x,8oo 

730 
4,620 


I30 

550 

208 

1,268 


xo 

57 

5 

383 


3,324 
2,384 
3,966 


1,140 

674 
1,024 


353 
120 

235 


151,973 


51,942 


8,295 



\ 
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Chapter V. 

FACTS ABOUT TEACHERS. 

The f oUoAving table gives the general suinmaries for the two 
years: 



Number Employed 1895. 

White males 3*295 

White females 1.676 

Total 4»97i 

Colored males 1,018 

Colored females 407 



Total 1,425 

Aggregate 6,396 

Holding State certificates 

First grade males 

First grade females 

Second grade males 

Second grade females 

Third grade males 

Third grade females 



Total first grade 

Total second grade. 
Total third trade ... 



Average salary paid per month to teachers 

holding State certificates 

First grade males $3985 

First grade females 35-03 

Second grade males 32.48 

Second grade females 30.68 

Third grade males 28.60 

Third grade females 26.70 



Number Employed 1896. 

White males 3*363 

White females ..-. 1,862 

Total 5,225 

Colored males 1,028 

Colored females 420 

Total 1,448 

Aggregate 6,673 

Holding State certificates 150 

First grade males 2,021 

First grade females i>oS3 

Second grade males i»339 

Second grade females 763 

Third grade males 892 

Third grade females 478 

Total first grade 3.074 

Total second grade 2,102 

Total third grade i»37o 

Average salary paid per month to teachers 

holding State certificates $67 18 

First grade males 39.22 

First grade females 33.87 

Second grade males 31.61 

Second grade females 29.21 

Third grade males 27.47 

Third grade females .. 25.64 

1 



The reports prior to the year 1896 do not show the number 
in each grade. The whole number of teachers in the State in 
1886 was 3,691. The number has increased 80 per cent within 
the past ten years, but the number of teachers has increased 
faster than the enrollment, which has increased 68 per cent. 
This is as it should be, for one pupil requires much more of a 
teacher's time now than formerly, when in many schools only 
two or three branches were taught, and the whole school was 
often in only three or four classes, as is shoAvn by table in chapter 
4. In 1886 the number of male teachers was 2,845, or 77 per 
cent of the whole number, and the number of females was 846, 
or 23 per cent of the whole. In 1896 the number of males is 
4,391, or 65 per cent of the whole, and the number of females is 
2,282, or 35 per cent of the whole. The number of female 
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teachers has increased much faster tlian the number of males. 
Only 32.2 per cent of all the public school teachers of the 
United States are males. The greatest per cent of male teachers 
is in the south central division, where it is 53.7. Of the colored 
teachers in Arkansas, 71 per cent are males and 29 per cent are 
females, while only 64 per cent of white teachers are males and 
36 per cent are females. 

The showing of the number of teachers in each grade is very 
gratifying; for as late as 1894, Superintendent Shinn, in his re- 
port for that year, said that the number of third grade teachers 
was in excess of all others. See report of this office for '93-'94, 
•page 25. The number of third grade certificates in 1896 is just 
a little over one-sixth of the total number and the number of 
teachers in this grade is much less than in either the first or 
second. Much of this great advance is due to the splendid op- 
portunities offered the teachers in the county normals for the 
past two years. 



OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 









-:! 


8S 


8J?K 


SC8 8 8i!8g8& 




m la 


KRS 


'£Sg:S 


K :5 








fi 


rSE'5S«SSS'?'STS'8S.K;ffS,S-!f iSffSl^S 


gpSSS? is, 










» ' 






^■ 


K!S3&S-!SS'g38SES'S8a8S-^S^^E:5,8S,gB?S-8E8'£ 








■SSS.'SK'SS'ffSas&S'S'aS'SS :? ;S'SS,'SS'8RS.!rK-SSS. 




i 












i 


S5 KJg 8 S8 KS EE.'S SK'S.asS S,!fe SS,: g 8 8'S.Sg 8 8.0 








S 


'S^'gsnss^RS.sA;s-srsss's;'i5,&s'5,3,s,RSS??ffa 




1 


& 




vt 




^ 


SS.S,RaEL?SSg^S^SK^SgSSS-'SSS'«S,8IS85c8S88 










s s-s ? ? s-ft's a-s.'S.'s ? !f !r s !^ s^ ? s s s s, & R s,^ 5 a ^ s, ff : 












i 






w 


M 






StS5 8KS,8S8S'E'S.8as2ga8 3£S8£'8S,8 3,8 5^8if 


















SK^ SJ'fta'? 5S'S,S-SS,S:Ua'S.?i;iS,Si!riS,41R^&S'S, 


f! 




i 






i 


^ 


'S,'S.!:,aS,SS'8 8 8S'5.S'J3,'E.8 ■5rS!?i'&!lS,S8S8KR8S 


£ 










1 




■SSti'l 


s.c^iS'S.sss S.S !!,sjE;3-^i: s,2i sr&E-j'ij-ss^s rs K 








f 




"•'■a 




s 




5 


s-j ^--?S"ss ■ \zi,'S':-i,zzsssz"'=-s,'^ss"S 


































1 


1 


3 


£ 


Mi M ; ; 












s 


t, 




■^ 


rs f--ff^ ■uff. <'s-s-='2-2S';s-=--" i's*J*-s 


! 


1 


— 




i ! i : 1 


J 

•3 


^ 


^sasasss 2S asa-s^'js's sa-s^-s-is fiffKj^^^,?:;^ 


1 




i 


i 


S[msS2-S-5?ffB">SS5fS'^?3SSj?Sffi-2 5E"'ir"? 


S 




a 


^ 






ji 


SJSS?.!:^S-SRSS,S.55C"!?5,*e;5£SS££!;W!T.t:Ri 








^ 






i 




1 1 


III 




: 




i i i 






ii; 










k 


k 


alMsi 


I 


M, 


1 
II 




IJI 


i 


i! 



228 



REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT 






CQ 



M 

'C 

cl 

73 
(/i 

c 
o 

V 

2 

V 

> 



73 
V 
>> 
O 

"3. 

a 

M 

V 

B 

a 



« 

o 

"a 
O 



Ex* 



OOMvoo O0e«>oo 



O ♦ trt 0*^0 o 



:oo 
: M 



M « M »H 



000 Q 

m M ♦ 
MOO ro 



8 0fn*Q>o mo Q 
lomMO^MOO 

oo>poo o tno^r«>H m 



NQ M V) o 

« c< e« S 



s 



8 

m 



V 



8t^ o Q w o e« ui 
M «r>oo tri m\0 rn 



88^888 



°^58S>8I?8 



* lo t^ 



^Omoooooetoovom 



wt^Mvowwoei o>oo fooNioo^fi « « o>«-i 



a r«. lovo «o Q O - 



t^ O «>• « O »^ "^^ w 
" « CO » « w « 





• 




V 








n 


« 


B 




V 


o 


U, 


z 





V 
(4 

o 



*} e•■^0■<■0^OMM000^O0MQeNQ»'>0■^«00eNf0Q0Q«ftQ0 OOOirt 

"m m o« -«-^o vOMM5oovoOMoetooO'^iHmv>m^o>oor^o>no<oOet 



I030 o ^00 ^vo vo « m o H 
me* mrofiW mf. roe* co* 



« rooo vo O M 
f»i m w « « ff 



o tnoo c« r«> e« vo vo <T> <noo 
foofict row row cow row 



c< M n CI 



•♦vO 



15 



w « fo t^vo uT^w O mO "lO 



_ O^ fo rx. moo \n (f) ^ 
m M mvo m m o 00 00 t^ m 



O O m M 



88 



0">*-oeNOQOO 
0000 »ncocno»v>»n 



vr. I- « 

fo m ^ 



m m m ■* (*i e* me* meofomw et cnfjcnwe* « met mmw ci ci come* mci 



O 
a 



"(3 
B 



00 



I*. \n «nvo O m\o 000•-'OOf^«O^OOOOMwcnQQQQ«n«rtOQOfOOQ 
mt^Mvo 000 mo 0^o m o o^ moo ^nMomMMmo^OoO^'>^*»'»OHC^e^o 

ON m m»o o«0««00>>-' o^^o moo ^o^O o>M^ooo toooo lomO « »>.«• '♦•O m 
mm'*m-*m*mmmc» lommmmw mmmmmei mmmmmmci m en e» ■^ t* 



JJ 

"a 



00 00 O Q '-' "" Q 
O ♦ w OvO O O 



00 



8Q O m 000 
O VI m « <-• 



vOi^OOO*«momciQQ moo '♦^ m Q mo O m 
oo mmt^o ♦mo o r^ O •* t^ o eNOO ►« m 



►• t«» 



« M 



co^'-' t^o>^m#- mmrsm ♦vo o* ♦ m *vo oooo^^OQOoooo<o _ 
mmmm^m^^^mmm'^^m^m'^m^m'*m'**^mmmm^ 



m m o 
* m •«<■ 



m 



— 4> "O 
O'C c o 

h^ « o 



vo o Hoo ""mwvovOvo m** conm mt^wvo mM moo 
r^ii -^t^t^mm*- mii ♦oo ♦t«.mOvO O ♦M^o m'^ 



♦ « moo »«. M < 

noo OvOoo o«>o 

H M 



o ">*• m ■* m 
m txvo o» *■ 



V 

o 

o 

U 



2 

o 

H 



a 



J) 



vo m o> t*. '♦oo »^oo • 

M ■♦ HI ct ■* • 


• moo tN m o^ 
: m M m « 


• t^ m ■♦ m 

: ■♦ MNO 


000 m 

H etoo 


M 

H 


. : e« M 




ooM-^«oomm«ov ; 
m 


: MOO 00 moN 

■ M 


•00 ■<■ m M M 

et 


MOO •«<■ 




i ! o> * 


■ oo • 

■ M 


00 -4- m mvo m !>* m o> • 

vO M m M M m • 


:g2g^ |8 


; o>vo Q m M 
m ▼ 


0« M 

e« •* 


M 
H 


; ■ rfno 


: o» e« 

CI 



n 

o 
H 



O m « M M m e* o>30 vo moo m e« oo * t^ ♦vo oo r«.oo oo •<*■ ♦oo oo vo m ^qo ♦ m t>. m 
t^O « t^mmmOoo m ♦♦m^* r«.vo vi m ^ vi e\ ♦m mMvo r^ o»vo « vo vo •<«■ •♦ 



V 

a 
B 



00 w o>Mvo o*m O' mvo oo me» mM m h^^r«>ovme«oo e« me^mo e« o Q o* '^ m '^ 
♦ m »M r'M^M Me«c<MmMM mMM et«c«.Me«e«MvOMMe« 






w m m o mvo OvQ mo h>.mo»t^t«.mo O 0>0>e«vo O e« <>** »*>^ 9 *oo «0 " !*■ ^ 
e«CNMmMe«Ma'<-omm Mm-^-m^et •<«-M*ove«'*'m tnyo mvo * m e« m 



B 
S 
O 




OP PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 





i 

t 

1 


1 
i 


J 




■g 








*5 




J 


1 




a 




i 

s 








z 


1 


SE8gS8 


s 






SS!5S,S 


1 


1 


1 

j 


m 


g a^i-ff-s, 


1. 


t 


i 


s""-ssir 


2 


1 


1 


"T-" 


-■ 


s 


a=*=ffis 


•2 




> 


1 


"5-"? 


1 




^ 
J 


r=M?R 


1 




i 


RiS'S.as. 


j 






' 




J 


1 j 

i 


1 \ 
u 



•i 5 
S 1 



BEPOKT OP SUPERINTENDENT 



ff'SsaftrgffSBC'SB'IStr!, .ffS'^S'S JK S SC8 iffS 



s j^s-s g^ t,? s,-e. ;, ? s^s 5 e.5 ■& s R£ ? 






H-g ? a a ?i ? s ,?.ra K-s^i" r 



'B,l:3-&«S^S"5!lSRS?!M'":?'-?H£S&RE'B,'aM 



OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 






ss *ifi= ^RE-: 58, j-e g 8 s'-s-s K s s-s-fesa^K!?? 









"s 5^ -=-6 E-'i-aaa'S*!:"' fs- -^B-s "iTRs^B 5 


















S'ftS-a°'5S'8 E-S SrS,S!rirSBS^ifS,'*'S>?3:3 tSSKS^S S 






iiii^iJiflfiiiii 



REPORT OF 8UPERINTESDENT 



1 

1 

i 

1 
1 

J 


ij 

i 
I 

4 

s 
i 
1 

i 


■m'u. 


ff=-K,?E!fS'2 


T 
» 


■pnoMS 




-»,™=, 


-- -= !'"'-■" 


"..« 


a^-scr*? 


■' 


-„,=u,.. 


— "S iJ=S= 


f 


•»i>,M ! a ^''s irs-S a 3 


1 


■«,=u,.^ 


ts £'Sft=S 


? 


■ni'W 


saris'K.spa k 


1 


■=ins 


"" : i i'"" i 


i 


1 
1 

i 

2 


||l| 


BSffBRtaHR 


1 


1 


■inox 


"a ■^"'-s-aE 


1 


Hinnijj 


"=';'■,'■"*' 


g 


■«,.„ 


•■S^'"-'S,'- 


! 


•SSSRS^ISS 


s 


■»ieiii=i 


Si"S'£'£'!fS, 


i 


,»,,„ 1 JS^ai.SS-Sc? 


1 








Mis 




• 



OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 



233 



Chapter VL 



FACTS ABOUT THE SCHOOLS AND SALAKIES. 

The following table shows the number of schools, number 
of months and average length of term for the past six years. It 
does not make a good showing for the State, but, since this re- 
port is not gotten out for an advertisement, it is given. "We 
never can make any better showing with the small amount of 
revenue received. The revenue received for the past five years 
has not increased in proportion to the number of children and 
schools, therefore the length of term has necessarily been short- 
ened, and will continue to grow shorter unless the revenue is in- 
creased as fast as the children increase. This will be more fully 
explained in chapter 8. 

Table Showing Schools and Their Length for the Past Five 

Years. 



Year. 



1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 

1895 
1896 



No. Taught. 



4,251 
4»72S 
5,000 
5,066 

5,478 
5,890 



No. Months 
Taught. 



16,297 

17.441 
18,348 
18,507 

19,515 
20,523 



Average 

No. Days 

Taught. 



76.67 
73.82 

73-39 
7306 

71-37 
69.68 



When we consider the fact that such cities as Little Kock, 
Fort Smith and Helena and many towns with schools lasting 
nine months are counted in the above, as having as many schools 
as they liavo rooms for nine months in the year, we are forced to 
the conclusion that many country schools do not last more than 
two and one-half months, and this is true, as shown by the reports 
on file in this office. There are only two States in the Union 
that have shorter school terms than Arkansas, as shown by the 
[Jnited States Commissioner's report for 1893-94. 

The salaries of teachers have varied considerably for the 
past ton yc^nrs, neither have the changes been regular, though 
taking it on the whole the tendency has been to lower them, as 
shown by the following table. 



234 



REPORT OF SUPERINTEDNENT 



Average Monthly Salaries. 



1 891 
1893. 

1893 
1894 

1895 
1896. 



Year. 



Grade No. x. 



Male. Female. 



$43.28 

43.8i 
44.78 

45-96 
3985 
3922 



$37.00 

37-aS 
38.20 
40.07 
35-03 
33.87 



Grade No. 2. Grade No. 3. 



Male. 



$33-6i 
34-76 
35.35 
35.76 
32.48 
31.61 



Female. 



$3a.i5 
32.50 

33-50 

31.97 
30.68 
29.21 



I 
Male. Female. 



$28.48 
30.24 
30.69 

30.57 
28.60 
27.47 



$27.40 
29.00 
27.82 
27.78 
26.70 
25.64 



General 
Average. 



$33.65 
34.59 
35.05 

35-35 
32.22 

31.17 



The average salaries for the State previous to the year 1891 
are not given, but by making calculations with the statistics 
found in former reports the general average for 1886 is $32.19. 

It will be noticed that teachers have felt the effect in the 
shrinkage in valueii' very perceptibly within the past t\vo years. 
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Crdl£hcad 

Ciw« 

Hail 

Taulknci 
Fmnklin 
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Gnml 

HeiBureid ... 

Kw Sprine .... 
Hawid^ 

&,:::: 

LaKKDce 

Lm 

Lincoln • 

Xadiaon ...',. 

M.rion 

Miller 

Miululppi .. . 

Ntwun 

Ooidiiia ...... 

^E 



TABLE K. 

ot of Schools ind Sibrici of Teichen, Var Endlne Jum jo. 1896. 
ATcnie MoDIhly SaUtici. 



^^a 



f,°^ 



^6 00 36 o 
36 66 36 3 



1 
i 


=833 

■,j 66" 

3100 
4000 
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TABLE K.^Concluded. 



Counties. 



Scott 

Searcv 

Sebastian ... 

Sevier 

Sharp 

St. Francis . 

Stone 

Union 

Van Buren.. 
Washington 

White 

Woodruff ... 
Yell 

Totals . 



Schools. 


* 


(A 


^ 


X . 






(8 


oa 


H 


SS 


• 

o 


oH 


Z 


Z 


72 


203 


63 


190 


X06 


474 


62 


199 


60 


230 


78 


264 


27 


80 


"3 


316 


52 


159 


143 


556 


133 


365 


55 


200 


105 


333 


5,890 


20,523 



Average Monthly Salaries. 



H 



xoo 00 



45 00 
80 00 



65 00 
80 00 
50 00 

av. 67 18 



Grade No. x. 


Grade No. a 


Grade No. 3. 


• 

(8 


i 

6 


» 

«n 
"3 


• 

w 

"3 
S 


• 

5 


"3 


S 


£ 


^ 


E^ 


s 


b 


36 33 


26 23 


30 90 


18 75 


89 67 


18 75 


29 26 


^9 50 


»s 41 


aa 00 


22 50 


17 00 


56 00 


47 00 


33 00 


32 00 


25 00 


25 00 


37 50 


33 40 


a9 90 


ag 00 


aa 64 


23 75 


3500 


30 00 


27 50 


as 00 


as 00 


92 50 


40 66 


43 39 


29 21 


34 37 


29 68 


ao 00 


34 42 
37 SO 




27 60 
25 00 


23 83 
a6 00 


as 00 
^S 00 




3a 00 


23 00 


31 20 
35 33 


3» 55 
29 79 


25 75 
27 33 




ax 31 
18 33 




a8 00 


18 so 


39 92 

44 56 
34 II 


aa eg 

41 75 
3a 01 


31 18 

36 88 

.31 80 


34 70 

35 50 
a6 08 


a7 67 
26 80 


25 15 
35 58 
24 so 


39 22 


33 87 


31 61 


29 az 


27 47 


25 64 
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Chapter VIL 



FACTS ABOUT SCHOOL HOUSES AND SCHOOL 

PKOPEKTY. 

Number of School Houses Erected in the State in 1895 and 1896. 



In 1895 

Brick.. 10 

Frame 159 

Log 2 

Total 171 

Total cost of new houses $77,018.60 

Average cost of new houses 450.40 

Whole number in the State : Brick 64 

Frame 3,99i 

Log 58 

Total 4,1x3 

Total value $x,6x2,277.66 

Average value k 392.00 

Value of all furniture, apparatus, etc. 
Total value of all school property 

Number of buildings inclosed 173 



In X896 

Brick 4 

Frame .„ 94 

Log 2 

Total 100 

Total cost of new houses $63,496 78 

Average cost of new houses 63497 

Whole number in the State: Brick 63 

Frame 4,150 

Log 227 

Total 4,440 

Total value $1,679,338.32 

Average value 400.75 

Value of all furniture, apparatus, etc., 249,868.08 
Total value of all school property x,929,2o6.4o 

Number of buildings inclosed 323 



The following table gy^es the summaries from 1885 to 



1896. 



School Houses and Their Value. 



Year. 


Number 
Erected. 


Total Value. 


Average 
Value. 


Total No. 
in State. 


Total Value. 


Average 
Value. 


No. with 
grounds 
inclosed 


1885 

1886 

1888 

1889 

1890 

x89x 

X892 

1893 

X894 

1895 

1896 


245 
284 
288 
269 
289 
274 

293 
172 

193 

177 

X71 
xoo 


$ 72,147 2X 
133,761 48 
104,326 63 
46,240 00 
90,277 4X 
92,687 62 
73,342 88 

97,347 50 
66,200 41 

88,941 52 
77,018 60 

63 496 78 


9 294 47 
47X 00 
362 24 
17X 26 
311 30 
338 27 
250 3x 

565 97 
343 00 
502 45 
450 40 
634 97 


1,676 
1,769 
2,102 
2,452 
2,535 
2,592 
2,736 
2,986 

3 544 
3,866 

4,"3 
4,440 


9 424,522 00 
554,873 00 
744,068 00 
705,277 00 

788,828 CO 

649,070 00 
I.765.83I 00 
1,485,072 00 

X, 442,388 00 
1,769,086 00 
1,6x2,278 00 

1,679,338 00 


9 253 30 
313 40 
354 28 
287 63 

311 17 
250 41 
645 40 

497 34 
406 95 

457 60 
392 00 
400 75 


II • 

40 

62 

85 

95 
139 
x68 
x8o 
X28 

173 
222 






Total 


2,755 


$1,005,789 07 


365 00 











The above table is compiled from the former reports of this 
office. While there are some apparent errors in these figures^ 
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it will be observed that we are now building better houses than 
formerly. However, an average of $400 to the house is rather 
low when we are reminded that many houses valued at from 
$5,000 to $10,000 are added in the above totals. If we had 
better houses we would have better schools and a better atten- 
dance of the children. Many of the school houses in the State 
are in such a dilapidated condition that nothing but a summer 
school can be taught in them. 
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Chapter VIIL 

FACTS ABOUT FINAI^.CES. 

We come now to the most important part of our school 
system. "Without money we are without schools. A small 
amount of money gives a small amount of schooling. When 
we say that we expend over $1,000,000 annually for schools we 
feel that we are doing a great deal. But when we say that we 
expend only $7.17 for each child in daily attendance and coir 
pare this with the general average for the whole United States 
and find that it is less than half, we have cause to feel very 
much disappointed. This explains chapter 6 more fully and 
shows why our schools cannot be run for longer terms. In the 
face of these facts, shall we continue to refuse to pay the debt 
we owe the school fund? 

The following table will show the receipts, expenditures 
and balances for the past two years. 

Revenue. 



Amount Received : Years 1894-95. 

Balance on hand June 30, 1894-95..$ 464,419.70 

From common school fund 331,786.17 

From district tax 639,637.28 

From poll tax 148,983.70 

From all other sources 14,440.85 

Total $ii599i257«7o 

Amount Expended: 

For teachers' salaries $ 956,241.90 

For purchasing or lease of houses 

or sites and for building and 

repairing 93,135.91 

For treasurer's commissions 28,306.58 

For furniture and apparatus.. 38,334.94 

For all other purposes 24,223.43 

Total $1,130,338.75 

Amount Unexpended : ftc4* »8|*- W»^ 

Total $ 469,024.95 



Amount Received: Years 1895-96. 

Balance on hand Tune 30, 1895-96..$ 469,024.95 

From common school fund 321,221.90 

From district tax 698,649.78 

From poll tax: .' 169,326.67 

From all other sources 17,767.83 

Total $Z)675,99x.i3 

Amount Expended : 

For teachers' salaries $1)054,364.39 

For purchasing or lease of houses 

or sites and for building and 

repairing 98,773«9S 

For treasurer's commissions 23,719.59 

For furniture and apparatus 28,357.46 

For all other purposes ». 27,870 69 

Total ....$1,332,986.08 

Amount Unexpended : 

Total $ 443i005-05 



It will be seen from the above that the total amount ex- 
pended in the year ending June 30, 1896, was $1,232,986.08. 
This is a little more than was expended during the previous 
year, but is less than in 1893. This amounts to only $2.70 for 
each child enumerated, $4.15 for each one enrolled and $7.17 
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for each child in daily attendance. It is also less than $1 for 
each inhabitant of the State. The following table, from the re- 
port of the commissioner of education for the year 1893-94, will 
be of interest in that it shows how much we are doing compared 
with other States. 
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The following table shows the receipts for the past twenty- 
eight years, and the expenditures, the balances and amount ex- 
pended for each pupil enrolled and for each one in daily attens 
dance for the past fourteen years : 
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It will be seen from the ahove table that the expenditure 
per pupil reached the zenith about 1890, and has been decreas- 
ing ever since. While our expenditures have increased only 21.1 
per cent our enrollment has increased 44.6 per cent, and the 
daily attendance 45.7 per cent. In giving the receipts in this 
table the balance from the year previous is counted as part of 
the receipts. It will be noticed that in order to expend as much 
as we have for the past three years we have been compelled to 
reduce the balance left over from year to year, so there has really 
been a less increase in the receipts than in the expenditures. The 
net receipts, exclusive of the balance received from the previous 
year, in 1890 were $1,095,835.00, while for 1896 the net re- 
ceipts are $1,206,966.18, showing an increase of only $111,- 
131.12, or 10.1 per cent. In 1896 we expended $25,332.90 
more than our net receipts. If we keep this up it will not be 
long before onr average school term will be leas than three 
inonths, 
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The foUowmg table shows the receipts for the past twenty- 
eight years, and the expenditures, the balances and amount ex- 
pended for each pupil enrolled and for each one in daily atteiu 
dance for the past fourteen years: 



Year. 



Receipts. 



1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

i88i 

1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 V 

1896 



$ 300,699 63 

536,896 21 
488,783 70 
413,150 17 
210,176 64 

435,349 70 
6';,522 66 

40,444 56 
302,670 75 
269,621 20 

276,647 38 
271,184 89 

285,471 91 
710,461 88 
502,456 48 
740,244 22 
963,660 39 
1,199,005 82 
1,327,710 00 

1,333.147 30 
1,683,909 99 

1,433,666 81 

1,622,510 28 

1,679,666 58 

1,739,586 12 

1,685,744 96 
1,709,238 17 

1,599,257 70 
1,675,991 13 



Expenditures. 



$ 



479,471 45 

576,698^9 

742,870 92 

866,862 45 

835,048 19 

901,190 58 

967,608 60 

1,016,776 26 

1,076,815 34 

1,159,652 91 

1.171.454 46 
1,244,818 47 
1,130,232 75 
1,233,298 08 



Balances. 



$ 



260,772 77 
386,961 40 
456,134 90 
460,817 55 

498,099 IX 

782,719 41 
466,058 21 
605,734 02 
602,851 24 

579,933 a I 
514,290 50 
464,419 70 
469,024 95 
443,005 05 



Expenditure 
Per Pupil. 



Enrolled. 



$ 



4 27 

3 76 

4 51 
4 92 
456 
4 44 
4 47 
4 95 
4 44 
4 61 

4 42 
4 36 

3 86 

4 15 



In Daily 
Atten'nce. 



$ 



8 71 
8 25 
8 03 

7 47 

6 63 

7 17 



It will be seen from the above table that the expenditure 
per pupil reached the zenith about 1890, and has been decreas- 
ing ever since. While our expenditures have increased only 21.1 
per cent our enrollment has increased 44.6 per cent, and the 
daily attendance 45.7 per cent. In giving the receipts in this 
table the balance from the year previous is counted as part of 
the receipts. It will be noticed that in order to expend as much 
as we have for the past three years we have been compelled to 
reduce the balance left over from year to year, so there has really 
been a less increase in the receipts than in the expenditures. The 
net receipts, exclusive of the balance received from the previous 
year, in 1890 were $1,095,835.06, while for 1896 the net re- 
ceipts are $1,206,966.18, showing an increase of only $111,- 
131.12, or 10.1 per cent. In 1896 we expended $25,332.90 
more than our net receipts. If we keep this up it will not be 
long before our average school term will be less than three 
months. 
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TABLE R. 

Showing Number of Institutes and Number Attending in ^896. 



Counties. 



2 
» 
6 



Arkansas 

Ashley 

Baxter 

Benton 

Boone 

Bradley 

Calhoun 

Carroll 

Chicot 

Clark 

Clay 

Cleburne 

Cleveland 

Columbia 

Conway 

Craighead 

Crawford 

Crittenden .... 

Cross 

Dallas 

Desha 

Drew 

Faulkner 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Garland 

Grant 

Greene 

Hempstead .... 
Hot Spring ... 

Howard 

Independence 

Izard , 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Johnson 

Lafayette 

Lawrence 

Lee 

Lincoln 

Litde River . .. 

Logan 

Lonoke. 

Madison 

Marion 

Miller 

Mississippi ... 

Monroe 

Montgomery . 

Nevada 

Newton 

Ouachita. 

Perry 

Phillips 

Pike 

Poinsett , 

Polk 

Popte. 

Prairie ~.. 

Pulaski 

Randolph 

Saline 

Scott 

Searcy 

Sebastian 

Sevier 



z 
z 



a 
a 
2 

5 

I 

3 



6 

I 
z 

3 

z 

z 



a 
z 



4 

z 

4 

z 
z 
z 
z 

4 

z 



z 
z 
z 
z 
z 
z 



a 



o a 
S5- 



30 



X45 
77 

"36* 

Z63 



30 
60 

46 

40 

83 

ax 



zo 
6S 



36 

40 

58 
s8 

95 
33 
58 



35 
37 



35 
69 



40 
as 
38 
30 
67 

so 

43 
x8 



35 

75 
35 
43 
90 

37 



o a 

j2« 



50 



zoo 
33 



40 
58 
35 
50 
34 
zo 



X4 
44 



40 
IS 
X4 
39 
15 
6S 
8 



XS 
38 



X5 
48* 



40 

«S 

a 

70 

9 

'a6 

zo 
X4 



40 

zo 

XS 

40 
ao 

30 

XS 






60 



70 
70 



zoo 



4a 
50 

57 

57 
80 

70 



4a 
60 



47 
73 
8z 

4X 
79 
33 
89 



70 
50 



70 
'58 



50 
50 
95 
30 

97 
43 

81 
S6 



46 
"83' 

li 

J9 

71 
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TABLE IX.— Concluded. 



Counties. 


2 
X 

m 

O 

125 


No. Attend- 
ing. 


No. Not At- 
tending. 


Per Cent of 
Teachers 
Attending. 


Sharp 


3 
3 

X 


6o 
6o 
36 


40 
40 


60 


St. Francis 


60 


Stone - 




Union 






Van Buren 

Washington 

^Tiite 


• I 


60 


5 


95 




21 


15 




Woodruff 




I 

I 


58 


Yell 










Totals 


8S 


2,ao9 
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Chapter IX. 



FACTS ABOUT COUNTY NOKMALS. 



Number schools taught 

Number of days taught 

Males enrolled 

Females enrolled. 

Total enrollment 

Males in daily attendance 

Females in daily attendance 

Total daily attendance 

Per cent of enrollment 

Total ages of all 

Average Age 

Total experience in months 

Average experience 

Number educated in Arkansas 

Per cent educated in Arkansas 

Number natives of Arkansas 

Per cent natives of Arkansas 

Number of college graduates 

Number holding State certificates 

Per cent of number employed * 

Number holding first grade certificates 

Per cent of number employed 

Number holding second grade certificates 

Per cent of number empfoycd 

Number holding third grade certificates 

Per cent of number employed 

Total number holding certificates 

Per cent of number employed 

Number not holding certificates 

Number without experience 

Per cent of number enrolled to total number of 

teachers in State 

Per cent of enrollment, males 

Per cent of enrollment, females 

Per cent of teachers, males 

Per cent of teachers, females #..... 



1895. 



White, 



74 
1,461 

838 

926 

4,428 



1,702 
62 



89 

48 

52 
66 

34 



Colored. 



15 
300 

665 

507 

1,172 



716 
61 



82 

56 

44 

71 
29 



Total. 



89 
1,761 

1.503 
1.433 
5,600 



2,418 
62 



89 
5» 
49 
68 
32 



1896. 



White. 



74 
1,481 
2,219 
2,006 

4.225 

1,322 

1.348 

2,670 

63 

96.734 
23 

76,595 
18 

3.416 
81 

2,975 

7» 

198 

77 



1,427 
901 



490 



2.89s 

55 

1.327 

1,338 

81 
52 
48 
64 
36 



Colored. 



26 
560 
838 
7x6 

1,554 
446 

4" 

857 

55 

38,82s 

25 

45.646 
29 
1,015 
65 
859 
55 
95 

2 



257 
■456 



374 



1,089 

75 

465 

43 1 

X07 

54 
46 
71 
29 



Total. 



100 
2,041 

3.057 
2,722 

5.779 
1,768 

J.759 

3,527 

61 

135,559 
23 

123,241 
21 

4.43« 
77 

3.834 
66 

293 

79 

52 

1,684 

54 

1.357 

64 

864 

63 

3,984 

60 

1,793 
1,819 

86 
53 
47 
65 
35 



It will be noticed from the above that a large number at- 
tended who did not hold certificates at the time they were in at- 
tendance, but from the reports of county examiners it is found 
that most of these have since become teachers, and many second 
and third grade teachers have advanced a grade higher. Many 
of the old teachers who held certificates at the time of the normal 
have since quit teaching, and the young teachers who attended 
the normals have taken their places. Taking these facts into 
consideration, we are forced to the conclusion that although the 
per cent of the number employed or holding certificates at the 
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time of the normal is only 63, which is as great as was hoped for 
when the bill was passed, nearly every person now teaching 
school in the State has had at least ten days training in a normal 
school within the past two years, and many of them as much as 
forty days. Had these teachers been compelled to attend some 
private normal school it would have cost each of them from $5 
to $10 per month tuition besides having to pay railroad fare to 
and from the school and a high price for board in some city out- 
side of the State. As it is not one cent of money has gone out of 
the State and consequently the State has lost nothing. The 
money has just been put in circulation. The instruction given 
was such as is given at first-class normal schools, and it is remark- 
able to note how little it cost. The amount expended was only 
$1.75 for each teacher enrolled and $2.85 for each teacher in 
daily attendance. 

Statistics of public normal schools in the United States in 
1894: 



REPORT OF SUPERISTENDBNT 

Equipment and Income. 



Stale or Ttiritory. 


sttpporl. 


and eraunds. 


1 




8 


United States 


$..m.S>3 


S.5.S7X.81S 




771^8 




KJ;^:!:w:!™::vr::;;::.::;;;:;:::"-;:;::::::;:::- 

Sodth Cenlial DivlHon 

N«lhC«>.ral DivLiDD 

Waalern DItIsIob 


■■S:s 

3-583.179 


North Atlantic Dirlsion : 

MB™«huiMii . . . ^ 
Rhode l>1ai>d 

NiwYoi'k 

Nw-Jusey . 

PenruytFania ... 

Soath AIlanHc Division 

Sizs 


79,656 

.7,&,3 


30fl» 
973,000 

3,613 !"6o 

■50,0« 


Virginia 

Sooth CmoUna - 


'65,9S4 
9.338 

3^688 

if 

37.SOO 


763.000 

.6j,ooo 

&t,TOO 

■3S.SOO 


South Central Hiiisionr ~ 

Xentucky _ 


^^ 


Mi"is>lppi 

Jici" ;=:■::: 


■7,S" 
50.000 


North Central Dlvi.ion: 

?Xi. 


ii 

3=^505 


3.000 
=75.300 


Illinolt... 

Michiiian 

WiuaMuln 

hlnnwita 

Nebraska 

SES ... 

New Mwiio. . 

fiSr' 


7C^ooo 
9S.0OO 


s:™ 


150,000 


"■"■ 


wJshinih<;n::': :;■:::: 


::::::::::::,:=.. 


,08,000 

6s,o« 

1,100,000 
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Chapter X. 



FACTS ABOUT APPOKTIOKMENT. 



The funds derived from the proceeds of a tax of 2 mills, 
levied on all the property of the State, is paid into the State treas- 
my, and is apportioned to the various counties of the State on the 
first Monday of February and the first Monday of August of 
each year, on the basis of enumeration in those counties. The 
amount to be apportioned in February usually amounts to from 
2 to 5 cents for each child, and in August from 70 to 75 cents 
for each child. In February, 1896, the amount was so small that 
it was not considered worth the trouble and expense it would be 
to the State to make it. It was, therefore, allowed to remain in 
the treasury until in August, when both apportionments were 
made at one time, as the August apportionment. If the August 
apportionment were made a little later, after all the sheriffs had 
settled with the State, no apportionment would ever be necessary 
in February, and thereby save much worry, labor and expense. 
The funds derived from the State tax of 2 mills amounts to 
about one-third of the entire school fund, which amounts to 
about 7 mills on the dollar, if we include the poll tax. The 
following table gives the amount raised by the 2 mill tax for 
each child enumerated, and the whole amount expended, includ- 
ing State, poll and local tax, for each child enumerated from 
1890 to date: 

Expenditures. 



Year. 



1890 

1891 

1893 

1893 

1894 

189s 

1896 

Average 




From all 
Sources, 



$2 SO 

2 57 



2 

3 
3 

2 

2 



72 
75 
85 
52 
70 



$2 66 



In the above table the large amount of the per capita ap- 
portionment in 1891 is caused from a change of time for making 
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the apportionment. We should combine 1890 with 1891 to get 
what it would amount to under our present system. This would 
give us an average of about 91 cents for each of these years. It 
will be observed that the apportionment has decreased about 20 
cents to the child, while the total expenditures have increased 
nearly that amount for each child. This shows that the people 
are voting the local and paying the poll tax more generally than 
formerly. 
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TABLE V. 

Apportionment of Common School Fund. 



Date Made. 



Total amount to be apportioned ... 
Total enumeration of children ... 
Amount apportioned to each child 
Balance in treasury 



Counties. 



Arkansas 

Ashley 

Baxter 

Benton 

boone 

Bradley 

Calhoun. 

Carroll 

Chicot , 

Clark 

Cliy 

Cleburne 

Cleveland 

Columbia 

Conway 

Craighead 

Crawford 

Crittenden 

Cross 

Dallas 

Desha 

Drew 

Faulkner 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Garland 

Grant 

Greene 

Hempstead 

Hot Spring '... 

Howard 

Independence 

Izard 

Jackson 

Jefferson ., 

Johnson 

Lafayette 

Lawrence 

Lee 

Lincoln 

Little River. 

Logan 

Lonoke 

Madison 

Marion 

MiUer 

Mississippi 

Monroe. 

Montgomery 

Nevada 

Newton 

Ouachita 

Perry. 

Phillips 

Pike 

Poinsett 

Polk....r 



February 4, 
1895. 



% 22,896.29 
4351628 

% .05 

X, 614.88 



Apportion- 
ment. 



% 



213 20 

363 OC 

546 75 

305 15 

164 40 

X44 75 
321 15 

189 45 
375 80 
243 35 
161 65 
S02 40 

379 95 

373 6s 
261 30 

392 30 

165 35 
149 45 
187 55 
129 10 

334 00 

374 80 

368 55 

319 45 
278 70 

147 50 
256 10 

443 95 
216 20 
258 70 
396 50 
250 40 

265 85 
661 50 
329 50 

158 05 
242 7p 

337 70 
191 85 
184 05 

378 35 
371 20 
350 90 
212 20 

266 95 
167 05 
271 30 
161 85 

393 75 
230 95 
298 20 
no 65 
408 25 

159 40 
83 05 

x88 65 



Augu.st 5, 
1895. 



$331,254.87 
440,030 

% -73 

33.97 



Apportion- 
ment. 



% 



3.285 73 
4,083 62 
2,607 56 

8,399 38 
4,623 09 
2,528 
3,o8x 
4,774 



3,741 
5,526 

3>777 
2,411 

3,031 
5.489 
S>7" 

4,044 

S.991 
3,750 

3,*>5 
3,733 

2,189 
5,3i8 
5.595 
5,398 
3.395 
4.217 
2,214 

3,894 
6,537 
3,333 

3,843 
5,630 

3,590 

4,050 

10,130 

4,704 
3,345 
3.690 

4,787 
4,593 
2,795 
5,3 = 8 

5,799 
5,357 
3.265 
3.833 
3,782 

3,838 
3,521 

4,343 
3,496 
4.707 
1.509 
5.957 
2,426 

1,373 
2,792 



73 
33 
93 
88 
10 

75 
93 

69 
60 

25 
93 

XI 

64 
33 
90 

37 
04 

45 
35 
33 
94 
09 

55 
IS 
68 

45 
49 
14 

77 
21 

85 
48 
15 
34 
i6 

17 

20 
85 

47 
29 

28 
03 
34 
42 

77 
70 

04 
64 
53 
52 
40 
98 



August 3 


) 


1896. 




$325,985 86 


448,941 


% 


73 


3,748. 


34 


Apportion 




ment. 




% 3,3«7 


X3 


4,313 


73 


2,7»3 


68 


8,570 


88 


4>6ox 


53 


2,519 


38 


3,219 04 


4.991 


76 


2,963 


08 


5,644 


80 


4.518 


00 


2,491 92 


2,941 


20 


5,451 


84 


5,766 48 


4.204 


08 


5,978 


88 


^,106 08 


3,2x4 73 


2.594 


88 


2.438 64 


5,273 


38 


5,569 


30 


4.922 


64 


3,394 


08 


4,922 


64 


2,128 


33 


3.960 


73 


6,478 56 


3,343 


60 


3,934 


80 


5,773 


68 


3,494 


16 


4,093 


48 


9,806 


40 


4,838 


40 


3,153 


08 


3,818 x6 


4,633 


30 


3,128 


40 


2,846 88 


5,199 


84 


5,963 


04 


5,320 


80 


3.114 


00 


4,011 


84 


2,814 48 


3,834 


73 


2,593 44 


4,270 32 


3,620 88 


4.907 


53 


x,629 36 


6,132 


34 


3.460 


34 


1.456 56 


2,792 


88 
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TABLE y— Concluded, 



Counties. 



Pope 

Prairie 

Pulaski 

Randolph.. . 

Saline 

Scott 

Searcy.. 

Sebastian.... 

Sevier 

Sharp 

St. Francis . 

Stone 

Union 

Van Buren 
Washington 

White 

Woodruff ... 
Yell, 

Totals.. 



Apportion- 
ment. 



% 



Z,OII 



384 70 
211 50 
8s 

260 70 
237 20 

245 40 

2T2 70 
586 30 

312 60 

261 45 
142 8s 

314 50 
195 05 

599 45 
407 05 
247 20 
358 80 



% 21,281 40 



Apportion- 
ment. 



% 



5,696 19 

3.243 39 
I4»233 54 
3,964 63 
3^467 50 
3,624 67 

3,245 58 
8,879 
2,972 
3,104 

3,984 
2,196 

4*847 
2,901 

9,3" 
6,107 

4.II2 

5,500 



62 

56 
69 

34 

57 
20 

75 
6z 

91 

82 

55 



Apportion- 
ment. 



% 311,122 90 



% 



5,6x8 z6 

3,108 96 

14,127 84 

4,015 44 
3,463 92 
3,465 36 
3,227 76 
8,074 ^o 
3,070 08 
3,015 36 

4,122 72 
2,226 24 

5,095 44 
3,089 52 

9,591 84 
6,254 64 
4,194 00 
5,472 00 



$323,237 52 
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Chapter XI. 
EXAMINATIONS FOR COUNTY CERTIFICATES. 

December 20 and 21, 1894. 

1. Examiners will please separate the questions along the 
perforated lines, giving but one subject at a time and collecting 
all at the expiration of the time. 

2. Due allowance should be made for each of the new 
studies in marking, but they should not be entirely overlooked. 

3. Require full and complete work. 

GEAMMAE. 

1. Name and define the four divisions of English Grammar. 

2. Decline: Child, Woman, Sheep, Cannon. 

3. Write a sentence containing a clause and a phrase, and de- 

fine each. 

4. Write the plural of Index; Automaton; Administrator; In- 

fantum; Staff; People. Give two forms when so used. 

5. Conjugate the verbs. Befall; Shape; Spring; Shine; Light; 

Lie; Lay. 

6. Write six words each of Primitive, Derivative and Com- 

pound words. 

7. Name the parts of speech of "that" in the following, sen- 

tences: That you are honest, I well know. All that 
glitters is not gold. That glittering gem is mine no 
more. 

8. Name a list of auxiliary verbs and use them in sentences, as 

auxiliaries and as principal verbs. 

9. Correct errors in the following: (a) "He came from Aus- 

tralia where every child can ride as soon as they are 
bom." 

(b) "Solomon was the wisest man who ever lived." 

(c) "He is the one who they intend shall do the work." 

(d) "She grew healthier and more industrious as she be- 
came acquainted with her duties." 
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10. Parse all the words in the following sentence: "Moses 
built the tabernacle as he was commanded." Parse the 
capitalized words in, "The age of miracles is Past While 
That of prejudices llemains." 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

1. How are the arms attached? and how are the movable 
joints fastened together? 

2. What is meant by the functions of the body? 

3. What is the effect of alcohol on the muscles of the 

body? 

4. Describe the principal kinds of vegetable food. 

5. Give a general description of the circulation of the 
blood. 

6. Tell why and how school rooms are ventilated. 

7. Describe the nails. What care should we take of 
them? 

8. Give a short description of the brain. 

9. What would you do for fainting? 

10. How may the air be poisoned? and how disinfected? 

HISTOKY. 

1. What traces are there of pre-historic inhabitants in 

North America? and in what localities are they? 

2. Who were the Northmen? What portions of North 
America did they discover? Name two of their princi- 
pal leaders. 

3. Describe the colonial settlements of Massachusetts, 

Connecticut, Ehode Island and Pennsylvania. 

4. Give an account of the invasion of (^anada by Arnold. 

5. Who founded Yale College? Who Harvard? 

6. Give particulars of the First Continental Congress, and 

state difference between "The Articles of Confedera- 
tion and the new Constitution." 
What were the Mecklenburg Eesolutions? 

8. Give an account of the battles of King's Mountain; 
Eutau Springs and Camden. 

9. Give an account of Burr's Conspiracy. 

10. Give causes and results of war of 1812. The same of 
the Mexican war and the war betweeD the States, 
known as "The Confederate War.'' 



7 
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11. In 1860 who were the candidates for the presidency 
and vice presidency? State politics of each. 

12. What territory has the United States gained by 
treaty and what by purchase? 

GEOGKAPHY. 

1. Name the five races and their places of habitation. 

2. What two ship routes from Liverpool to Auckland? 

3. Sketch a map of South America, and locate: Monte- 
video, Caraccas, Asuncion and Paramaribo. 

4. Name Northern States of Africa and their capitals. 
To what race of people do the inhabitants belong? 

5. Where are the following gulfs: Pe-Chee-Lee, Ton- 
quin and Aden. 

6. Name river and mountain systems of Asia. 

7. Name the products of Arabia. 

8. Locate the following seas: Aral, Yellow, Caspian, 

Behring. 

9. Give the divisions of Australia and the products. 

10. Name the divisions of the United States and tell what 
States compose them, and the leading industries of 
these divisions. ^ 

UNITED STATES SYSTEM LAND SURVEY. 

1. Through what counties does the Base Line pass in this 

State? 

2. What meridian passes through this State? 

3. In section 5 the following men own the parts set oppo- 

site their names: J. B. Jones, E.1-2, SE. 1-4; S. B. 
Hayes, W. 1-2, SE. 1-4^ J. B. Wheaton, SW. 1-4. 
Draw a plat of this section and locate each man's land. 
How much does each own? 

4. Who is the State Land Commissioner in Arkansas? 

5. Where are th*e government land offices located in this 

State? 

ARITHMETIC. 

1. Express by Roman notation: (a) 1,050, (b) 1,793. 

2. Bought 960 acres of land for $12,000. Sold one-fifth 

of it at $12 per acre, one-third of it at $15 per acre and 
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the remainder for $20 per acre. Did I gain or lose, 
and how much? 

3. A lady's investment of $1,600 brings her in a semi- 

annual dividend of $36. What rate of interest does 
she receive on her investment? 

4. Extract the square root of 9.1809. 

5. A 9-months note, dicounted at 6 per cent, yields 

$477.25. Required, the face of the note. 

6. What is the distance, in rods, from the center to each 

comer of a section of land ? 

7. What decimal of ah acre is 180 square feet? Carry to 

the sixth decimal. 

8. A traveler, on reaching a certain place, found that his 

watch, which kept correct time for the place he left, 
was 2 hours, 20 minutes slower than the local time. 
Had he traveled eastward or westward, and how far, 
in circular measure, had he come? 

9. For what must hay be sold per ton to gain 18 1-4 per 

cent, if by selling at $46 per ton, 25 per cent be 
gained. 

10. If I buy a house for $2,910, how large a note at 
six months must I have discounted at 6 per cent to 

•* pay for it? 

THEORY AND PRACTICE. 

1. Are answers by class conducive to good results in any 

way? 

2. By what methods do you secure correct articulation? 

3. How do you correct the drawling nasal tone of pupils 
in their reading? 

4. Mention faults and errors of other teachers that yon 

have observed in their teaching and methods of 
discipline. 

5. Are long lectures to pupils, at. the closing hour, of 
more good than private reproofs and admonitions? 

6. Has your county examiner aided you and the school 
interest of your county, as provided in section 6190? 

7. To what extent have your directors aided your work 

by visiting your school and showing interest in you and 
your pupils? 
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READmGAND SPELLING. 

Selections by the examiner. 

PENMANSHIP. 
To be judged by the work done on examination papers. 



March 21 and 22, 1895. 

PRELIMINAKY QUESTIONS. 

Write — Your name. 

Post office address. 

Grade of certificate. 

When granted. 

How long have you taught? 

Have you attended a normal school? 

Have you a diploma from any school? 
Spelling, Eeading and Penmanship, left to the judgment of 
(iounty examiners. 

The examiners are requested to pay special attention to the 
above subjects. 

GRAMMAR 

1. Give the classification of nouns. Decline, Ox, One, 
Other, Monarch. 

2. Give classification of nouns with respect to gender. 
Name some nouns of the neuter gender that are some- 
times used as masculine and feminine, and give the 
reason. What is the feminine form of Milter? 

3. Name the classification of adjectives, and write a list of 

the limiting or definite adjectives. Compare the ad- 
jectives Little, 111, Active, Arrogant, Old, Eternal. 

4. Give the plural forms of Money, Gallows, Penny, 

Memorandum, Hero, Folio, and state the rule in regard 
to the formation of the plurals of nouns ending in o. 
."». Conjugate the verbs. Beat, Strike, Cling, Swim, Dig, 
Deal, Set, and tell which are transitive and which are 
intransitive. 
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0. Xarae and define the moods, tod write sentences show- 

ing the use of each mood. What is the difference in 
signification between the expressions, "If I was you," 
and "If I were you." 

7. Write the participles, active and passive, of the verbs 

Kill, Steal, Build, Take. 

8. Write three sentences each showing the different 
grammatical uses of the words. Light, Study. 

9. Parse the italicized words in the following stanza : 

**For, see, ah! see, while yet her ways. 
With doubtful steps I tread, 
A hostile world its terrors raise, 
Its snares delusive spread »^'* 

10. Corect the errors in the following sentences, where 
tliey occur: 

1. This was well adapted for the purpose. 

)1 The enemy made an inroad in the country. 

3. 1 intended to have started yesterday. 

V, K either John nor James were here. 

5. Our welfare and security consists in unity. 

6. Much do human pride and folly require correction. 

7. Our own heart, and not other men's opinions, form 
our true honor. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

1. What sliould be the chief end in view in teaching Phys- 

iology? 

2. S])ecify the injuries that may result from unsuitable 
desk? and seats. 

3. What is the use of the lungs? 

4. What is the effect of tobacco on the system? 
f). Describe the heart and its functions. 

G. AVhat is the difference between the bones of a young 

pel son and those of an old person? 
T. IJow should the light fall upon the book that it may 

least injure the eyes of the reader? 

5. Kame the kinds of animal food that are most easily di- 
gested. 

J) A\"hat is the effect of alcohol upon digestion? 
10. Distinguish between the veins and the arteries (a) as 
to color of blood ; (b) as to manner of its flow. 
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HISTORY. 

1. Give an account of the following voyagers: Amerigo 
Vespucci, Fernando Magellan. Trace the route of 
Hernando De Soto through the Southern States. Give 
date. 

2. AVhat colonies constituted the "United Colonies of 

New England?" What were the leading features of 
the charter of the Massachusetts Bay Colony? 

3. How were the Carolinas settled and governed? 

r. AVhal caused the first general union of the colonies? 

0. What was the line of demarcation between the French 

possessions and the EngHsh possessions at the time of 
Washington's errand to the Ohio valley? 

6. What was the "Stamp Act," and why did the colonists 
resist it? What was the result of their resistance? 

7. Why was the government of the United States called a 

Federal Government? 

8. Give the features of the Missouri Compromise, and 

state who was its author. 

9. Give an account of John Brown's conspiracy in Vir- 
ginia. 

10. AVhat is meant by the Tripartite Treaty? 

GEOGKAPHY. 

1. Give the reason which determines the width of each 
zone. 

2. To what race do the inhabitants of these countries be- 
long: (a) Germany, (b) Japan, (c) India, (d) Hawaii. 

3. What may be taught in Geography by the use of a 

globe? 

4. What countries produce: (a) coffee, (b) cotton, (c) 

gold, (d) diamonds? 

5. Name the principal foreign possessions of Great Britain 

and France. 

6. Describe the surface of Asia. 

Y. Name the navigable rivers of Europe and South Amer- 
. ica. 

8. Locate: (a) Lake Ladoga, (b) Valdai Hills, (c) Mount 

Toll Poss, (d) Chee Foo. 

9. For what are the following cities noted: (a) Madrid, 

(b) Berlin, (c) Manchester, (d) New Orleans, (e) 
Chicago? 
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10. Draw from memory an outline map of Arkansas, put- 
ting in the principal rivers and towns. 

UNITED STATES LAND SURVEY. 

1. Under what system are lands of the United States sur- 
veyed? 

2. How many sections in a township? 

3. AVTiere do you begin to number sections? 

4. Erom where does the fifth principal meridian start? 

5. How many acres in a township? 

6. How many acres in N. 1-2 S.E. 1-4? 

7. Is the State capital noith or south of the base line? 

8. AVhere is section 36 alwavs located? 

9. Do townships always contain the exact amount sup- 
posed? 

10. What other townships do we have besides the congres- 
sional township? 

ARITHMETIC. 

1. On what principles do thje G. 0. M. and the L. C. M. of 
two or more numbers depend? 

2. AVrite the formula for finding each of the three ele- 
ments of percentage. 

3. New York being 3 degrees east from Washington, and 

San Francisco 45 degrees 25 minutes west, what time 
will it be at New York when it is noon at San Fran- 
cisco? 

4. A bookseller wishes to mark up the price of a book 

which he now sells for $2, so that he can deduct 15 
per cent, and yet receive the present price; what must 
be the marked price? 

5. A merchant increased his capital the first year by 1-4 

of itself, the second year by 2-5, the third year he lost 
2-7 of all he had, and had $15,000 remaining; what 
was his capital at first? 

6. A New York firm sell for me goods at 6 per cent com- 

mission; how much must be sold that my broker can 
buy stock with the proceeds to the value of $&,250 
after deducting his commission of 2 1-2 per cent? 



i 
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I 

7. How mucli do I gain or lose if I obtain at a bank $1,000 

for one year at 6 per cent discount, and then put it at 
interest for the same time and rate? 

8. The distance around each of two gardens is 25 rods; 

one is in the form of a circle, the other, a square ; which 
contains the more land, and how much? 

9. A broken tree rested on the stump 20 feet from the 

ground, and its top touched the ground 50 feet from 
the stump; how high was the tree? 

10. The shares of the joint stock of a firm consisting of 
three partners, are as 1-2, 1-3, and 1-4; they divide a 
profit of $3,900; what is each partner's share? 

• 

THEORY AND PEACTICE. 

1. What is Education? Answer in the best acceptation of 

the subject. 

2. Define Habit, and state your method of encouraging 
habits of Body, Intellect, Morals. 

3. Name the elements of the three divisions above men- 

tioned, as they appear to you to be necessary in school 
management and in educational development. 

4. Do you test the progress of your pupils by a system of 
reviews, weekly or monthly? 

5. Do you give public exercises in Recitations and Decla- 
mations? Are they conducive to progress? 

6. Have you a library in your school? If not, do you think 

it practicable to secure one suitable for your work? 



June 20 and 21, 1895. 

PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS. 

Write-^Your name. 

Post office address. 

Grade of certificate. 

When granted. 

How long have you taught? 

Have you attended a normal school? 

Have you a diploma from any school? 
Spelling, Reading and Penmanship, left to the judgment of 
county examiners. 
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The examiners are requested to pay special attention to the 
above subjects. 

GEOGKAPHY. 

1. Name the principal exports of France and Russia. 

2. Describe the following rivers: Danube, Volga and 

Ganges, and^ame a large city on each. 

3. Give principal deltas. 

4. Locate Marseilles, Venice, Sevastopol, Cabul, Bangkok. 

5. Draw map of your county and locate principal towns 
and water courses. 

6. Name four important towns or cities in Africa; also, 
products of Africa. Locate Monrovia. 

7. Name principal branches of the Mediterranean. 

8. What does a mountain in the torrid zone illustrate? 

9. "What is the latitude and longitude of Little Rock? 

10. Name principal com growing States. Name principal 

wheat growing States. 

UNITED STATES LAND SURVEY. 

1. How are townships and ranges numbered? 

2. How many principal meridians are there in the United 

States? 

3. How many acres in SW. 1-4, NE. 1-4, section 5, town- 

ship 2 S.,'R. 21 W.? 

4. About where is the piece of land described in question 

3 located? 

5. In what township and range is your county site located? 

6. What counties are partially bounded by both the base 

line and principal meridian? 

7. Which one of the presidents was once a surveyor? 

8. Give the table for land measure. 

9. To what fund is the money derived from the sale of 
the sixteenth section in each township given? 

10. Have we ever derived any benefit from it? 

GRAiaiAR. 

1. Write rules of spelling in regard to the final e, and 
words ending in 11, Correct errors if they appear in 
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the following: tamable, moveable, marriageable, ex- 
changable, allways, untill, handful, till. 

2. Note the six sounds of the vowel a, and illustrate by ex- 

amples and diacritical marks. 

3. Write plural form of each of the following nouns: 
essay, duty, jury, pulley, wreath, wharf , sheaf, colloquy, 
(a) Write singular form of the following plurals: 
pence, lives, indices, banditti, larvae. 

4. Decline mouse, son-in-law, gentleman. 

(a) Give masculine form of the following nouns: 
kind, witch, nwi, abbess, duchess, sultana. 

5. Write three ways in which "what" may be used, and 
illustrate by \vritten examples. 

6. Illustrate and explain use of a, an and the as articles, 
before the words hammock, one, honor, useful. 

7. Write sentences containing, or using the following 
words as adjectives: certain, brief, decisive, cotton, 
Boston. 

8. Illustrate the use of the following verbs in active and 
in passive voice: declare, do, speak, leap. Give 
sentences. 

9. Parse capitalized words in folloTidng sentences: 

(a) "He shrugged his shoulders, shook his head. Cast 
Up his eyes, but Said Nothing." 

(b) None Higher Than Satan Sat. 

10. Correct errors in following sentences, where they ap- 
pear: 

Ca) "He was a minister in the Episcopalian Church." 

(b) "He deeded the property to his wife." 

(c) "Each of those persons will make their way in the 
world." 

Cd) ' "Nobody was allowed inside but you and I." 

(e) "She refused to let IMary and I go with the 

others." 

(i) "He indorsed his name on the back of the check." 

11. Reconstruct the sentences: 

(a) "Vesuvius is not far from Naples, from which 
blaclr clouds of vapor are always rising." * 

(b) "The United States bought Alaska from Russia, 
which is situated in the northwest corner of North 
America." 

12. State difference between simple and complex sen- 
tences, and illustrate by examples, 
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13. Give principal parts of the verbs quit, lean, beseech, 
gird. 

14. Give participles, active and passive, of the verbs, seek, 
sleep, bum. 

AEITIIMETIC. 

1. WliAt number multiplied by »S'4 of 3 1-5 is equal to 

7-8 of 9 1-7? 

2. A and B traveled on the same road in the same direc- 

tion; A at the rate of 3 3-4 miles per hour, and B at 
the rate of 5 1-5 miles per hour. If A has 13 1-3 miles 
the start, in how many hours will he overtake B? 

li 2+ 

3. Reduce (^-^^) x4-5 of i, to a decirnal. 

4. rind cost of covering the floor of a hall 46 1-2 feet 

long and 14 feet 9 inches wide, with matting 1 1-4 
yards wide at 25 cents per yard. 

5. If 11 horses and 13 cows consume 15 tons of hay in 

45 days, how many tons will 17 horses and 23 cows 
consume in 60 days, estimating that two horses will 
eat, on an average, as much as 3 cows? 

6. For how much must I make the face of a note, dated 

July 18, 1893, for three months, in order to get from 
the bank which discounts at .05, $6,600? 

7. At what price will railroad stock, for $50, paying 6 per 

cent dividends, yield 8 per cent. 

8. Find cost of a 45 days' draft for $3,700; discount of 

3-8 per cent, interest 7 per cent. 

9. Sold 1,280 bushels of wheat at $1 1-8, commission 3 

1-2 per cent, charges $51.42 1-4. Invested proceeds 
in iron; commission 2 1-2 per cent. Find the sum 
invested in iron. 

10. Extract square root of .02111209. Extract cube root 

of .42508549. 

UNITED STATES HISTOKY. 

1. Give a brief account of the character, mode of life and 
forms of government of the first inhabitants of North 
America. 

2. Describe briefly the discoveries of De Soto and Cortez. 
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3. What was tlie effect on the colonies of the revolution 

of 1688? 

4. Sketch the Ufe and character of two of the following: 
Vespucci, Ponce de Leon, King Philip, William Penn, 
Governor Oglethorpe, Patrick Henry, Gen. Scott. 

5. "There were some reasons why it seemed just that the 
American colonies should be taxed by Great Britain." 
Explain this quotation and state Avhy the colonists ob- 
jected to such taxation. 

6. Describe two of the following battles: Trenton, Ben- 
nington, Stony Point. Show the importance of each 
battle described. 

7. Give an account of the purchase of liOuisiana. 

8. What were the terms of the treaty with Mexico at the 

close of the Mexican war? In what city was this 
treaty made? 

9. What vice presidents afterwards became presidents by 

election or by succession? 

10. Give a brief account of the following: The Missouri 

compromise: the annexation of Texas. 

11. Sketch briefly the life and character of Alexander H. 
Stephens and James A. Garfield. 

12. Give cause and occasion of the Mexican War. Men- 

tion two generals on the American side, and three 
battles in which Americans were successful. 

THEOKY AND PEACTIOE. 

1. How do you enforce obedience? 

2. Do you develop the sentiment of patriotism, as it ap- 
pears in American History? 

3 and 4. Do you strive to promote habits of cleanliness and 
neatness, correct conversation, good behavior in public 
places, a due regard for mutual rights. 

5. Do you teach geography by outlines on the board, and 

by drawing and sketches? 

6. Do you teach pupils composition and better writing? 

7. Are you not pressing your pupils in mathematics at the 

expense of English? 
S. Do you have exercises in diction and in test spelling? 
9. Do you regard frequent visits to the school by patrous 

and directors beneficial to pupils? Do you encourage 

these visits? 



] 
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PHYSIOLOGY. 

1. Describe the structure of the bones of the human body, 

and tell what experiments show their composition. 

2. Give some points of comparison between the hand and 

the foot. 

3. Describe the difference between the muscles an3 the 

tendons, and give tlie uses of each. 

4. AVhy do we need both vegetable and mineral food? 

5. What prevents food from getting up into the nose, and 

down into the windpipe? 

6. Explain secretion and excretion. 

7. Give a general description of the circulation of the 
blood through the body. 

8. How and why do we Iweath? 

9. Explain what is meant by motor and sensory nerves. 

10. Describe the eye. 

September 19 and 20, 1895. 

PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS. 

Write — ^Your name. 

Post office address. 

Grade of certificate. 

When granted. 

How long have you taught? 

Have you attended a normal school? 

Have you a diploma from any school? 
Spelling, Reading and Penmanship, left to the judgment of 
County Examiners. 

The Examiners are requested to pay special attention to the 
above subjects. 

ARITHMETIC. 

1. Illustrate the principles in I)i vision of Fractions. 

2. In a field the rows of cotton are four (4) feet apart; a 

hand hoes 1 3-16 acres per day for 6 days; how much 
would he have hoed if the rows had been five (5) feet 
apart? 
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3. Reduce —^ X .005=? 

f of 3i 

4. Wheeling, TV. Va., is in longitude eighty degrees forty- 

two minutes west; the mouth of the Columbia river, in 
longitude 124 degrees west; when it is 1 o'clock p. m. 
at Wheeling, what is the time at the mouth of Colum- 
bia river? 

5. How many hektares in 160 acres? 
In 32 liters, how many gallons? 

How many yards and feet in 4 meters? 

6. In 3-8 of a wall there are 12,600 bricks; how many 

bricks are there in 7-8 of the wall? 

7. Exchange is 2 per cent below par; how large a sixty-day 

draft can you buy for $1,939, rate of discount being 
6 per cent? 

8. Find the difference between a direct discoimt of 20 per 

cent, and discounts of 15 per cent and 5 per cent. 

9. If it cost 2 per cent to collect, and 4 per cent of the tax 
is noncoUectable, what is the amount of revenue from a 
levy of $8,500? 

10. A merchant buys goods amounting in the invoice to 
$750; the terms are 4 months, or 5 per cent off for 
cash; how much does he save by paying cash, the cur- 

. rent rate being 9 per cent? 

GRAMMAR. 

1. Give a diagram of nouns arid ilieir cias:/ification. Il- 
lustrate by examples. 

2. Give diagram of verbs and their classiilcatlon and sig- 
nification. Illustrate each by oxiiinpie-:. 

i>. Give diagram of adjectives ani of tlieir classification. 
llJustrate by examples, and explaiii tJieii- sij;niticati«)u 
;rid the uses of the degrees of compai-i.-5on. 
Correct errors where found in ciie followlii,']^ sontcnce?: 
''^Ojomon was wiser than the auciont kings."' 
''ULina has a greater population than any nation on 
carth.^' 

'•]\Iary is the most beautiful of her dsters.'* 
^•Jacob loved Joseph more than all of lii^. cJiildren." 

?. Give diagram of pronouns and tbeir classification. 

5. J)ecline Thou, It, Who, What. 
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. Gi™ pHncipa. ^ of S«i. Sw^U, Po.W, S«,. i 

7. !If ame parts of speech of tlie word As, in the following: 

(1) "He acted As he was directed." 

(2) "As you have requested me, I will do so.'' 

(3) "Such As should be saved." 
b>. Parse Capitalized words in the lines: 

"Burned Marmion's swarthv cheeks Like fire. 
And Shook his very Frame for Ire." 
"I took It to be Him." 

0. Correct errors in the following: 

(a) "He has more books than me." 

(b) "That is the boy, whom we think deserves the 
j)rize." 

(c) "Fifty pounds of wheat contains forty pounds of 
flour." 

(d) "A part of the exports consist of raw silk." 
!()• On what words do the infinitives depend in the follow- 
ing sentences: 

^•Cease to do evil." 

"He is anxious to learn." 

"She has a desire to learn." 

QUESTIONS IX HTSTOKY. 

* 

1. Name five or six of the most important explorers and 
tell why you so regard them. 

2. Give brief account of the settlement and development 

of the Georgia colony. 
•j. Into what campaigns would you divide the first two 
years of the Kevolutionary War? What did the 
British attempt and how did they succeed? 

4. Give the chief points in our territorial development. 

5. Name five of our greatest men in civil affairs, and state 

how they made themselves great. 
G. Give briefly the substance of the measures connected 
with the slavery question. 



7. 



Tell about the admission of Arkansas as a State. 



8. Name tliree generals on each side during the Civil War, 

and give a battle in which each commanded. 

9. What are some important measures championed l>y 

each of the two great political parties? 

10. Mention three important na\al fights during War of 

1812, and their results. 






i) 
6 

7 
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SURVEYING. 

Jiow many "principal meridians" in the United States? 
State what sections in a township are fractional, and 

give the reason why. 
liow far apart, North and South, are the correction 

lines? 
Gi^e location (approximately) of liije of "No Varia* 

tion" in the United States. 
(j\\e system of numbering townships E. and W. of the 

P. M., and N. and S. of the B. L. 
In what direction is the line of "No Variation" (in the 

Ignited States) traveling, and at what rate? 
Locate the situation of your schoolhouse, on a plat, 

showing township, range, etc. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

1 . Why 8rc animals and plants said to be organized? 

2. How are the tissues filled and repaired? 

3. AVliat ii^ the effect of alcoholic drinks, tobacco and other 

narcotics upon the tissues and tissue builders? 

4. What substances are needed for nutrition? 

5. Name the six food elements. 

6. How rJiould the teeth be cared for to keep them in 

health ? 

7. Descrilie the thorax. 

8. How would you bind a wound in a limb to stop the flow 

from artery? 
&. How may the presence of carbonic acid gas be detected? 

GEOGKAPHY. 

1. Mention the mountain systems of the United States and 

their trends. 

2. Locate the water-shed between the source of the Mis- 

sissippi and the Great Lakes. 
o. In what States do the main tributaries of the Missis- 
sippi rise? 

4. What is the capital of the Dominion of Canada? 

Newfoundland ? Manitoba ? 

5. Locate Victoria Land. Wrangell Land. Cape Barrow. 

6. Locate Tokio. Pekin. Port Arthur. Nanking. 
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7. AA^hat islands compose the Japanese Empire? 

8. Draw an outline map of Africa, and locate three prin- 

cipal capes. 
1). Locate islands of Borneo, Sumatra, IN'ew Guinea. 
10. What strait separates Arabia from Africa? 

New Guinea from Australia? 

THEORY AND PRACTICE. 

1. State what is meant by Theory and Practice. 

t/ t/ 

2. What are your methods of correcting an erring pupil, 

before administering corporal punishment? 

3. Giye a programme of your daily exercises. 

4. In teaching arithmetic, do you teach the process and 

then the rule, or do you require the rule and then the 
process ? 

5. Are outlines of the work for the succeeding day ad- 

visable on assigning the lessons? Explain the uses 
and abuses of this system. 

6. What cautions are to be observed in asking questions? 
Y. What is your method of developing and strengthening 

the memory of your pupil? 



December 19 and 20, 1895. 
PRELIMI^^ARY QUESTIONS. 

t 

Write — ^Your name. 
Age. 

Post office address. 
Grade of certificate. 
When granted. 
How long have you taught? 
Have you attended a normal school? 
Have you a diploma from any school? 

Spelling, Reading and Penmanship, left to the judgment of 

county examiners. 
Lf 

The examiners are requested to pay special attention to the 

^bove subjects, 
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GEOGRAPHY. 

1. Describe Asia, Africa and Europe, as follows: (1) 

direction of mountain ranges; (2) river systems and the 
character of their basins; (3) shape and coast line. 

2. Locate the capitals of five European countries; of two 

Asiatic countries; of two African countries. 

3. Name the mountain ranges, river systems, and five sea- 

ports of South America. 

4. Bound the United States and locate its ten largest cities. 

5. Name and locate the capitals of all the States east of 
the Mississippi and south of the Ohio. 

6. Name three important exports to England, and three 

important imports from England. 

7. Name the States where the most grain is produced; the 

most cotton; the most sugar cane; the most rice; the 
most cattle. 

8. "Wliat other countries of the world produce much cot- 

ton? Much wheat? 

9. Name three or more causes that tend to build up a 
community into a great city. 

10. Locate the strait of Dardanelles and Bosporus. 

UNITED STATES HISTOKY. 

1. When did Columbus discover America, and what aim 

had he in mind when he set sail? 

2. Name and locate two settlements made in the area of 
the United States by the English; one by the Spanish; 
one by the French; one by the Dutch. 

3. Name the thirteen original colonies. How did they 

become States? 

4. At the close of the French and Indian War in 1763, 
how much territory did the English gain? 

5. Name the fii'st four presidents of the United States, 

with two important events in the administration of 
each. 

6. Comment briefly on the foUoAving: 1776; 1812; 
Benjamin Franklin; Gadsden Purchase. 

7. Discuss the terms, ^^State's Sovereignty" and "Cen- 

tralization." 

8. Name the last three presidents and vice presidents; the 

two leaders in the Battle of Shiloh; the two ships in 
the most notable naval battle of the Civil War. 
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0. Contrast the size and population of the thirteen, States 
in 1783 vnth the size and population of the United 
States at present. 

10. Give two objections against so large a republic. How 
far do railroads remedy this disadvantage of size? 

STJKVEYENTG. 

1. Explain how quarter-section comers are established? 

2. Where is section 36 always located? 

3. What are the legal divisions of a section? 

4. Locate the points where the fifth principal meridian 

and the base line begins for Arkansas surveys. 

5. What is meant by the bearing of a line? Draw 
figures and explain. 

6. How do we describe land when bounded obliquely? 

7. What is meant by "guide lines?" 

8. Plat and interpret: N. E. of the jST. W. 1-4 of Sec. 

36, T. 2, R. 3 West. 

THEORY AND PRACTICE. 

1. Upon what does the value of a school chiefly depend? 

2. Why is a teacher likely to be a hindrance, and not a 
help, when he talks too much? 

3. Why should excessive details be. avoided in teaching? 

4. State your views about a programme of exercises, and 
about fixed rules. 

6. State three reasons why the topic method of recitation 

is preferable. 
6. Why is intellectual education alone insufficient? 
Y. In what way may the study of history produce moral 

lessons ? 
8. Give an outline of your method of teaching geography 

and history. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

1. Of what does hygiene treat? 

2. Why is a variety of food elements necessary to health 

and strength? 

3. Describe the spine and explain, as you would to your 
pupils, the necessity of correct position in school. 
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4. "Which ventiicle of the heart has the harder work to 

perform, and why? 

5. Wliat causes myopia, or near-sightedness, and how is it 

corrected? 

6. Explain difference between a muscle and a tendon, and 

name the two principal classes of muscles. 

7. What part of the blood carries nutriment for repair of 

tissues, and what part carries the oxygen? 

8. Write sliort statement of effects of alcoholic stimulants 

and tobacco on the system. 

ARITHMETIC. 

1. Define the greatest common divisor and least common 

multiple. 

(a) Illustrate principles by examples given by county 

Examiner. 

7 9i 

(b) Find difference between — and — and divide 

9i 17 

result by i of f of 3i. 

2. (.005 -V- .0025 + f— i) X .02i -^ l^V = what? 

3. How many yards of carpeting 3-4 yard wide will be 

needed for a room 20 feet long by 13 1-2 feet wide, if 
strips run lengthwise ? How many yards if strips run 
crosswise? 

4. A garrison of 9G0 men had provisions for 37 days at the 

rate of 3 rations daily; at the end of 12 days they were 
reinforced by 240 men; how long would the remaining 
provisions last at the rate of 2 1-2 rations daily? Solve 
this by proportion; define the terms, and give principle 
of the correctness of a proportion. 

5. Sent an agent at "New Orleans a consignment of cotton, 
which he sells for $1,850, charging a commission of 
2 1-2 per cent. He invests net proceeds in sugar-house 
molasses, at 40 cents per gallon, after deducting 1-2 
per cent for buying. How many gallons were bought? 

6. Find proceeds, term of discount and day of maturity of 

a note, as follows: $1,000, with interest at 7 per cent, 
dated March 8, 1895, at 60 days, discoimted March 15, 
at 7 per cent. 

7. Ca) I buy goods amounting to $16.20. How 
much currency should I get in change if I 
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tendered a $20 gold piece in payment, gold being 
worth $1.08? 
(b) How many watches, at $62.50 in gold, can I buy 
for $1,100 in currency, gold being $1.10? 

8. A bought a horse, which he sold to B at a loss of 6 per 
cent; B sold him to C at a loss of 5 per cent; C sold him 
at a gain of 12 1-2 per cent. How much did A lose 
if C gained $26.79? 

9. AVhat is the cost of a draft on Ifew Orleans for $800 at 

30 days, discoimt being 1 per cent, interest 7 per cent? 

10. Bought the following bill of Armstrong & Co., at 60 

days: April 5, $150; April 15, $130; May 3, $225; 
May 20, $175. AVTiat is the equated time of pay- 
ment? 

GEAMMAR. 

1. AVrite the rule for forming plurals of nouns ending in 

o, y, ey. 

(a) Form the plurals of money, lasso. Miss Smith, ver- 
tex, bandit, larva. 

(b) Write sentences showing use of the apostrophe in 
the possessive case, singular and plural, of single 
nouns; also, two sentences containing connected nouns 
denoting joint possession, and connected nouns denot- 
ing separate possession. 

2. In what three ways is gender distinguished? "Write 

masculine form of Frances, hind, roe, madam, witch, 
nun, lass. ;N"ame gender of nouns in the following 
sentence: "Stanley left the boatman at the canap and 
spent the night with lions, gorillas and savages as his 
companions." 

3. Decline each of the personal pronouns; mention those 
that are used in forming compound personal pronouns. 

4. Mention classification of adjectives and illustrate. 

(a) Tell the positive degrees of each of the following 
superlatives: Worst, least, eldest, most, last, fore- 
most. 

(b) Name parts of speech of capitalized words in the 
following sentences : 

"All men are mortals.'' 
"All joined in the song." 
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"My All is lost." 
"I am All alone." 
6. Write historical sentences; two each, 

(a) Using transitive, intransitive, regular and irregu- 
lar verbs. 

(b) Write historical sentences, two each, using the sub- 
junctive, potential and imperative moods. 

6. Give principal parts of the verbs, spell, leap, light,, 
dwell, dig; giving both forms for past and perfect 
participles. 

Give synopsis in the passive voice of the verb drive, in- 
cluding the imperative, infinitive and participles. 

7. Analyze the folloAving sentences and parse words 

capitalized: 

(a) "He thought the man a Scoimdrel, and therefore 

would not pay Him the Money." 

(b) "He left the room very slowly. Repeating his De- 
termination not to Obey." 

(c) The Spartans, notwithstanding their Austerity, 
prayed the gods to grant them the Beautiful with the 
Good." 

8. " Classify the following sentences, as to simple, complex, 

compound: 

(a) "When the carpenter built the house, he demanded 
his pay." 

(b) Congress convened, and heard the message of the 
president." 

(c) "Gen. T. J. Jackson, usually called 'Stonewall' 
Jackson, marched into the Shenandoah Valley to de- 
feat the three Federal Generals, Banks, Shields and 
Fremont." 

9. Punctuate the following sentence: 

(a) If we look around us we shall perceive that the 
whole universe is full of active powers action is indeed 
the genius of nature by motion and exertion the sys- 
tem of being is prepared in vigor by its different parts 
always acting in subordination to each other the per- 
fection of the whole is carried on the heavenly bodies 
perpetually revolve day and night incessantly repeat 
their appointed course continual operations are going 
on in the earth and in the waters nothing stands still. 

(b) Place capitals where necessary in the following: 
"The soldiers of general Washington, called the father 
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of his country, showed their love for their commander- 
in-chief, even while suffering for food and clothing at 
valley Forge, that darkest hour in the history of the 
American revolution/' 
10. Write a letter to your county examiner, expressing 
your views on the public school system; the changes or 
improvements that occur to you as necessary to be 
made; or write an essay of twenty-five lines on "The 
Best Means to Improve Country Schools." 



March 19 and 20, 1896. 

PKELIMIN'AKY QUESTIONS. 

Write — Your name. 

Post oflSce address. 
Grade of certificate. 
When granted. 
How long have you taught? 
.Have you a diploma from any school? 
Spelling, Reading and Penmanship, left to the judgment 
of County Examiners. "" 

The Examiners are requested to pay special attention to the 
above subjects. 

GRAMMAR. 

1. Classify consonants and vowels. 

2. Define Orthography, Orthoepy, Etymology, Syntax, 

Prosody. 

3. Classify pronouns and write sentences showing use of 

each. 

4. Classify adjectives, and show their use in sentences. 
Explain degrees of comparison. What adjectives do 
not admit of comparison? 

5. Classify verbs with reference to form. 

Classify verbs with reference to signification. 

Show their use in sentences. 

Give principal forms of Quit, Mow, Shrink, Befall, 

Take, Lie. 

6. Compose sentences containing compound subjects; 

compound predicates. 
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7. Give sentences showing use of Since as an adverb; an 
adjective; a noun. 

8. Analyze the following sentences and parse words capi- 

talized: 

(a) The triumphs of truth are the most Glorious, be- 
cause They are bloodless. 

(b) An idle reason lessens the weight of the good Ones 
you Gave Before. 

(c) Many men Whom indolence Has Sunk into ob- 
scurity Might Ilave Become eminent. 

9. Punctuate the following sentence: "Since the first 

discovery of the arts war commerce and religious zeal 
have diffused among the savages of the Old and the 
Isew World these inestimable gifts they have been suc- 
cessively propagated they can never be lost."' 

10. Correct errors in the following: 

(a) Let each of them be heard in their turn. 

(b) That is the boy whom we think deserves the prize. 

(c) ITe who committed the offense, thou shouldst 
punish, not I who am innocent. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

1. Name and discuss location and structure of digestive 

organs. 

2. Describe heart, artery, capillary, vein. 

3. Describe chest walls and diaphragm. 

4. Discuss sources of impurities of atmosphere and 

methods of ventilation. 

5. Discuss common defects and care of the eye. Locate 

the crvstalline lens. 

6. Name, locate and give uses of the parts of the car. 

7. Effects of tobacco, opium, cigarettes, alcohol on human 

body. 



UNITED STATES HISTOKY. 

1. What is known concerning the Mound Builders? 

2. Describe the settlement of Plymouth, Jamestowu and 

Maryland. 

3. Tell the story of Roger Williams and William Peun. 

4. How were the Carolinas settled and governed? 
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5. "What gave rise to the war that resulted in the capture 

of Quebec? AVho were the commandeis of the op- 
posing forces? 

6. Give an account of the Battle of Long Island^ and of 
the Capture of Stony Point- 

7. Sketch the lives and characters of Alexander Hamilton 
and Aaron Burr. 

8. What were the leading features of Jackson's adminis- 
tration? 

9. What is meant by the Alien and Sedition laws? The 

Dred Scott case? The Kansas-Xebraska bill? The 
iJissouri Compromise? 

10. ^Mention some noted filibustering expeditions from the 

United States and the object of each. 

GEOGKAPHY. 

1. i>iaw the map of Africa, and locate, espei-?«j.'y. 

Abyssinia, its capital; South African Kepublic, and its 
capital. Mention products of these two republics, and 
bv whom settled. 

2. Into what groups are the States of the Union divided? 

Xame the States in each group. 

3. What is the Mississippi Kiver basin and its drainage? 

4. What is meant bv the international date line, and 

where is it located? 

5. Locate Delagoa Bay, Lakes Ladoga, Windermere, 

Maracavbo. 

6. Ix)catc the foUoAving capes: Foulweather, Gracios a 
Dios, Mendocino, Sable Canaveral, Gallinas. 

7. Locate the following islands: Bermudas, Trinidad, 

^Martinique, Barbadoes, Gallapagos. 

8. Xame the counties in Arkansas and state whether the 

larger number is north or south of the Arkansas Kiver. 

ARITHMETIC. 

1. Define: dotation, Xumeration, ^fumber (prime and 

composite). Unity, Integer. 

2. Explain Arabic and Roman system of notation. 
Read the following numbers: CCCCXO, 
DCCLXXXIX. 



'-^'M 
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3. What is the sum of the prime nmnbers from 1 to 47 
inclusive? 

4. Classify and define fractions and illustrate by ex- 
amples. 

Simplify the example: 

(a) (34-2i-f of|+^)-4^. 
(b) A owes a sum equal to 3-4 of his yearly income. 

By saving 6-19 of his income annually for five years, 

he can pay his debt and have $1,260 left. What is 

his yearly income? 

2i 3i 

5. Reduce to a decimal : (- ~ -) X^ 4- .01. 

4f 4i ^ 

6. On a bill of goods amounting to $2^0, what is the dif- 
ference between the discount of 45 per cent and suc- 
cessive discounts of 25 per cent, 15 per cent and 5 
per cent? 

7. How much must I invest in United States bonds at 142, 

brokerage 1-8 per cent, to secure an income of $1,600 
if the stock pays a dividend of 10 per cent ^ 

8. Write a bill of exchange an explain the parties thereto. 
Solve the following: 

^^How large a draft in Buffalo, N. Y., can be piu*- 
cliased for $3,000, payable two months after sight in 
Nashville, Tenn., exchange being 1 per cent discount? 

9. A merchant owes bills dated as follows: 

January 1, 1892, $500 due in two months. 
January 15, 1892, $850 due in three months. 
February 20, 1892, $375 due in three months. 
February 28, 1892, $650 due in four months. 
What will be the average time of payment? 

10. What is the difference between the cost of cloth at 
$3 per meter and $2.90 per yard? 

THEORY AND PRACTICE. 

1. Mention the works you have read or studied on the sub- 

ject of "Theory and Practice." 

2. Describe briefly the difference between Observation 

and Attention. 

3. Explain what is meant by school organization and 

school management. 

4. What value in the formation of character are prompt- 

ness, regularity, silence and industry? 
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5. Write out your usual plan for the day's work in school. 

6. Why do some pupils perceive more perfectly than 
others? 

SURVEYmG. 

1. What is a township? 

2. What are the legal divisions of a section ( 

3. What township are you now in? 

4. What is meant by bearing and distance? Draw figure . 
and explain. 

5. Draw a plat of a township and S. E. 1-4 of the X. W. 

1-4 of the S. E. 1-4. 



June IS and 19, 1896. 

1. Examiners wall please separate the questions along the 
perforated lines, giving but one subject at a time, and collecting 
all at the expiration of the time. 

PKELIMINARY QUESTIONS. 

Write — Your • name. 

Age. 

Xative State. 

Post office address. 

Grade of certificate. 

When granted. 

How long have you taught? 

Have you attended a normal school? 

Have you a diploma from any school? 
Spelling, Reading and Penmanship, left to the judgment 
of County Examiners. 

The Examiners are requested to pay special attention to the 
above subjects. 

ARITHMETIC. 

1. Define a fractional unit, also a fractional number. Ex- 

press 6-7 as a decimal and divide it by .012. 

2. Upon what mathematical principles do the following 
depend? "Reducing fractions to equivalent fractions 
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having a common denominator.'' Dividing one frac- 
tion bv another. '^ 

3. Find the greatest common divisor and least common 
multiple of Ml, tJ. 

4. Analyze the following: AVhat must be the rate of 

wages that 12 men may earn in 10 days, the same 
anioimt that i) men earn in 14 days at $1.50 a day? 

5. A pile of wood 127 feet long, 4 feet wide, and 3 feet, 

8 inches high is sold for $7 a cord. How much 
raonev is received for it? 

6. AYhen it is 12 o'clock in Berlin, longitude 13 degrees, 

24 minutes E, what time is it in St. Louis, longitude 90 
degrees, 15 minutes W? 

7. Find the surface of a cube whose edge is 3 feet, 5 

inches. 

8. Which way must the strips of carpet 3-4 yard wide run 

in order to carpet most economically a room 20 feet, 
6 inches long, and 19 feet, 6 inches wide, there being 
no waste for matching the pattern? 

9. How long will it take $4,000 to gain $625 interest at 

5 1-2 per cent? 

10. Define present worth and discount. Find the present 

worth and discount of $2,416.50, due in 7 months at 
5 ppr cent. 

HISTORY. 

1. (a) When and where was slavery first introduced in 
the United States? (b) What has been the effect? 

2. Give the cause, duration and result of the French and 
Indian War. Give leading generals on both sides. 

3. Give history of the Declaration of Independence and 
note the most important points in this declaration. 

4. What is the history of the adoption of the Constitution? 

5. (a) Who are eligible to the offices of President, Sen- 
ator and Representative? (b) How long does a 
supreme jud^e hold office? 

6. (a) What were the causes of the Mexican War? 

(b) Who were the leading generals on each side? (c) 
Wlien did it commence and when end? (d) N'ame 
four of the most important battles. 

7. (a) What territory in the United States was acquired 
by purchase? (b) How was the territory compris- 
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ing this State acquired? (c) Wlio first settled this 
State? (d) In what year was it admitted? 

8. What are, and what do you know about the following: 
Wilmot proviso, Omnibus bill, Kansas-Nebraska bill, 
McKinley bill, Wilson bill? 

9. What has caused the Monroe Doctrine to be brought 

prominently before the country lately? 

10. Name ten of the most noted persons in the history of 
the United States and tell what they are noted for. 

THEORY AND PRACTICE. 

1. In recording class standing, would you recognize any- 

thing but results shown in the recitation? WThy? 

2. (a) What methods of teacliing spelling would you fol- 
low? (b) How much oral spelling would you advise 
in primary classes? (c) Compare briefly the relative 
merits of oral and written spelling. 

3. WTiat most important advantage has the topical 

method of conducting a recitation in geography and 
history? 

4. State two principles that underlie all good school gov- 

ernment? 

5. State three general principles that the teacher should 
observe in conducting a recitation. 

6. How would you cultivate a greater power of attention? 
V. Name three of the most important pedagogical works 

extant. 

8. What are the two chief purposes of a recitation? 

9. What is the "Committee of Ten?" 

10. How many houi^s each day should children between the 

ages of 6 and 10 be kept in the schoolroom? 

GEOGRxiPHY. 

1 . Name the six continents and the five oceans in the order 

of their size, and boimd each. 

2. (a) Name, locate and describe the five races of man- 
kind, (b) Which two are the most numerous? (c) 
AVhich is the least? 

3. (a) How many States are there now? (b) How 
many territories? (c) How many districts? (d) 
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Name and locate ten of the largest cities in the United 
States. 

4. (a) JSTame the empires of Europe, (b) Are there 
any empires in the New World? (c) Name three of 
the greatest republics in the world. 

5. (a) WhiBre is Venezuela? (b) What is its capital? 

(c) AYhat river flows through Venezuela? (d) 
Bound it. 

6. Name and describe five of the most important rivers of 

the world in the order of their length. 

7. (a) How would you go by water from Chicago to 
Savannah? (b) Wbat important cities would you 
pass? 

8. (a) Describe the following rivers: Arkansas, White, 

Ouachita and Black, (b) Describe and locate the 
following cities: Fort Smith, Helena, Pine Bluff, 
Texarkana, Hot Springs and Fayetteville. 

9. (a) Into how many counties is Arkansas divided? (b) 
In what two ways are the coimties divided? (c) What 
is the unit of government? 

10. Locate and describe the following: Aconcagua, Albu- 

querque, Aspinwall, Bucharest, Campeachy Bay, 
Ceylon, Copenhagen, Cotopaxi, Crimea, Dresden, 
Elbe, Finisterre and Quito. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

1. Explain the meaning of the following terms: Auricle, 

frontal, chyle, ligament, dentine, biceps. 

2. Ca) Name three uses of the bones, (b) Why are 
bones of children more liable to become misshapen 
than those of adults? 

3. (a) Explain the effects of alcohol on the temperature 
of the human body, (b) Show the fallacy of using 
stimulants to prevent contagion. 

4. Why are cigarettes particularly injurious? 

5. Ca) Wliy is very fresh bread unhealthy? (b) Why 
is a variety of food elements necessary to health and 
sti'ength? 

6. Which ventrical of the heart has the harder work to 
perform? Why? 

7. fa) Show the necessity of having the schoolroom well 
ventilated, (b) State the chief object of hygienic 

- exercise, 
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8. (a) Describe the respiratory organs. (b) How does 

exhaled air differ from air that is inhaled? 
9. . Name all the digestive organs. 
10. ]\rake a sketch of ihe stomach and name its parts. 

GRAMMAR. 

1. The hRV]) of Nature's advent strung 

2. Has never ceased to play; 

3. The song the stars of morning sung » 

4. Has never died awav. 

5. And prayer is made, and praise is given, 

6. Bv all thinsrs far and near; 

7. The ocean looketh up to heaven, 

8. And mirrors every star. 

9. Its waves are kneeling on the strand, 

10. As kneels the human knee, 

1 1. Their white locks howinir to fi^o sand, 

12. The priesthood of th^ sea! 

—John G, WhHfier. 

(The first seven questions refer to the selection quoted 
above.) 

1. What kind of a sentence is that contained in the first 

stanza? (a) Why? (b) What kind of sentence is 
that contained in the second stanza? (c) Why? 
(d) AVhat kind of sentence is that contained in, the 
third stanza? (q) Why? 

2. Is the clause contained in lines 5 and 6 simple, com- 
plex, or compound? (a) Why? (b) Wliat part of 
the verb is strung dine 1)? (c) Whp^" is it^ Q^nit^v? 
(d) What part of the verb is bowing (line 11)? (c) 
"What is its syntax? 

3. "N^Hiat is the case of harp (line 1)? (a) AVhv? (b) 

Of song (line 3^? (c) Wliv? (d) Of knee (line 
10)? (e) Why? (f) Of locks (line 11)? (g) 
Why? (h) Of priesthood (line 12)? (i) Why? 

4. (live the tense, the mood and the syntax of sung (line 

3V (a) What is its object? (b) Is has ceased 
Transitive or intransitive? (c) Why? (d) Give the 
tcTise, mode, form and syntax of are kneeling (line 9). 

5. Id the sentence contained in the third stanza, state the 
grammatical subject, and give all its modifiers, classif v- 
ing each according to function. (a) Wliat is the 
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predicate verb? (b) Give all its modifiers and classify. 
eacb modifier. 

6. Give all the phrases found in the first stanza aiid elaps- 
ify eaeh.phi'ase according to function. 

7. Give the comparative and superlative degrees of the ad- 
. jectives, good, bad, little. 

8. . Give the past tense and past participle of each of the 
following verbs: Eide, set, spring. 

9. What are the original meanings of the auxiliary verbs 
shall and will? (a) State and illustrate the meanings 
of these words in tlie following cases: Of will in first 
person in declarative sentences, (b) Of will in the 
third person in declarative sentences? (c) Of will 
in the second person in interrogative sentences, (d) 
Of shall in the first person in declarative sentences, 
and in interrogative sentences, (e) Of shall in the 
second and third person in declarative sentences. 

10. Combine the following sentences into compound sen- 
tences, the members of which shall be complex and 
connected by a copulative or an adversative conjunc- 
tion: "The Danube rises in the Black Forest. The 
Elbe rises in the mountains about Bohemia. The 
Danube in general flows east. The Elbe takes a north- 
erly direction." 

11. Point out the error in each of the following sentences, 

and show how it may be corrected: (a) I believed it 
to be he. (b) llie lion had a straggle with a man 
and he killed him. (c) The person, who you claimed 
to be your friend has deserted you. 

UNITED STATES LAND SURVEY. 

1. Arkiaisas contains 53,045 square miles of land. How 

man J townships does it contain? 

2. How many sections in Washington County, which con- 

lainfc 927 square miles? 

3. H all the land is worth $7 an acre, what is the value of 

our State? 

4. Beginning at the southwest corner of section 1, thence 

n®rth 40 chains, thence east 60 chains, thence south 
20 chains, thence west 20 chains, thence south 20 
chains, thence west 40 chains, how many acres? 
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September 17 and 18, 1896. 

1. Examiners mil please separate the questions along the 
perforated lines, giving but one subject at a time, and collecting 
all at the expiration of the time. 

PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS. 

Write — Your nairie. 

Age. 

Post office address. 

Grade of certificate. 

AVhen granted. 

How long have you taught? 

Have you attended a normal school? 

Have you a diploma from any school? 
Spelling, Reading and Penmanship left to the judgment 
of County Examiners. 

The examiners are requested to pay special attention to the 
above subjects. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

1. On what part of the earth's surface are the land masses? 

What is meant by ^^divides?" 

2. AVhich has the longer day in midsummer, St. Peters- 

burg or Quito? AVhich has the warmer climate, En- 
gland or Labrador? Why? 

3. Of what value to Russia is the Black Sea, and how does 

Constantinople affect that value? 

4. Name and locate the principal river basins of North 
America. 

5. Give the physical divisions of the United States and 
their relative areas. 

6. Naturally California is almost isolated from the United 

States. What has overcome this? 

7. How many States in the Union? Which was the last 

admitted? Name the territories. 

8. Name the ten largest cities in the United States in the 

order of their size. 

9. Draw an outline map of the North American continent 
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and>give a schedule of questions thereon, as you would 
present the subject to the seventh and eighth grades. 
10. Bound the State of Pennsylvania and locate four of 
its largest cities. 

SUEVEYING. 

1. Draw a plat showing a township and number the sec- 
tions. 

2. Locate the section in yvhich your post office, is estab- 
tablished. 

3. Give the table of square measure and the table of sur- 

vevor's linear measure. 

4. AVhat is meant by the magnetic declination or varia- 

tion of the needle, and state the variation in your town- 
ship or county. 

5. Draw a diagram showing the meaning of Stations, 
bearings, distances, latitudes and departures. 

6. If you have a field 5,000 feet in length and 2,000 feet 

in breadth how do you find the number of acres 
therein? 

7. What part of an acre (express in decimals) is 3,240 

square feet? 

THEOEY AND PKACTICE. 

1. What are meant by school organization and school 

management, so far as the teacher's duty is con- 
cerned? 

2. Give a programme of your daily work. 

3. How do you promote observation and attention as to 
matters of interest outside of regular school work? 

4. What principles are most important in the philos- 

ophy of school management? 

5. Why should pupils in the grammar grades read com- 
plete selections of standard literature? 

6. In what way may the study of history, geography, and 
science promote moral lessons? Answer for each. 

7. What effect have the manners and personal demeanor 

of teachers on school management and school pro- 
gress? 
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AKITHMETIC. 

1. A street 399 feet long and 35 feet wide is to be paved 

Avith square flagstones of equal size and as large as pos- 
sible; what must be the dimensions of the stones? 

2. Explain, by giving principles, the method of dividing 

12-13 by 2-3. 

3. A owned 5-6 of a factory and sold 3-4 of his share to B, 

who sold 1-2 of what he bought to C, who sold 2-3 of 
what he bought to D; what part of the whole factory 
did each of them own? 

4. The product of four numbers is 932.25; three of them 

are 56.5, 1.1 and .63; what is the fourth? 

5. What is the difference between a garden containing 6 

square rods and one which is 6 rods square? Between 

two surfaces, one of which contains 1-6 of a square 
foot and the other 1-6 of a foot square? 

6. Analyze the following: If 480 bushels of oats 'will 

last 24 horses 40 days, how long will 300 bushels last 
48 horses at the same rate? 

7. Define Percentage, Interest, Discoimt. State a prob- 

lem illustrating each. 

8. If stock bought at 92 will pay 7 per cent on the in- 

vestment, at what rate should it be bought to pay 10 
per cent? 

9. Sold two houses at $2,484 each; on one I gained 8 per 
cent and on the other I lost 8 per cent. What did 
I gain or lose? 

10. What must be the face of a note for 90 days at 6 per 

cent, on which I obtain at a bank $472.86? 

HISTOET or UKETED STATES. 

1. Name and briefly discuss the leading Indian wars in 

the early history of the colonies. 

2. Mention some of the features, or principles expressed 

in the Declaration of Independence. 

3. Give an account of the campai^ in the Carolinas 
under the management of Gen. Nathaniel Greene. 

4. What was the object of a Protective Tariff? What 

wore the views of Andrew Jackson, Henry Clay and 
John 0. Calhoun on this subject? 
What gare rise to the Missouri Compromise? 



5. 
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6. Name the battle in the Revolutionary War that turned 

the tide in favor of the colonies, and why so^ 

7. Name the battle of the Civil War that vii'tually settled 

the strife in favor of the North. 

8. Name the Confederate cruisers and their effect on the 

international commerce of the United States, and the 
amount of damages recognized and how settled. 

9. AVliat is the difference between the old Wig Party and 
the present Democratic party in reference to the tariff'^ 

10. 'Name the men who have been Democratic Presidents 
of the United States. Name the Republican Presi- 
dents. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

1. Into what three classes have bodies been divided, and 

in what respects do they resemble one another? 

2. What are organic and inorganic bodies, and to what 

classes do animals, vegetables and minerals belong? 

3. Define physiology and give its derivation. 

4. What relation does anatomy bear to physiology? 

5. What is meant by comparative physiology? By com- 
- parative anatomy? 

6. W^hat assistance does this give in learning physiology? 

Take the stomach as an example. 

7. What is disease? 

8. Of what three chemical substances are vegetables 
mainly composed? 

9. What special element is found in the coloring matter 

of the blood? 

10. How are oxygen and nitrogen taken into the system? 

GRAMMAR. 

Exercise: (1) He lived in a small and quiet village, 
scarcely more than a hamlet, in the Northern part of the State. 
(2) There has always been a question whether men who are 
reared within the friction of great cities have the better oppca*- 
tunities for development, or whether they may become stronger 
or more robust from constant communion with the sublimity of 
nature, where the great peaks lift their faces to the skies and the 
streams make music as they flow toward the sea. — Charles E. 
Fitch. 
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1. Select from the exercise and write in a column the fol- 
lowing: An adjective phrase, and adverbial phrase, 
an adverb that modifies another adverb, a predicate 
noun, two adjectives in the comparative degree, on© 
compared by means of a suffix, the other by means of 
an adverb, a relative noun, an intransitive verb, a verb 
in the potential mode, two correlative (corresponding, 
alternate) conjunctions. 

2. Select from the exercise and write in a column four 
dej)endent clauses. 

3. Give two words in sentence 2 that connect clauses, and 

show what clauses each connects. 

4. AVhat word is the subject of sentence 2? 

5. Give the i)rincipal parts, including the present partici- 
ples, of each of the foUomng verbs in the exercise: 
Been, have, become, flow. 

6. Mention a noun in the exercise that is never used in 
the plural. 

7. Parse there in sentence 2. 

8. Write sentence 1, changing it to the complex form. 

9. Write sentences of the foUomng kinds: 

a. A compound declarative sentence. 

b. A complex interrogative sentence containing an 

adverbial clause denoting place. 

c. A simple declarative sentence with the verb in the 

potential present. 

d. A compound imperative sentence. 

e. A simple sentence containing two singular sub- 

jects connected by or. 

10. Write a letter containing at least five sentences, giving 

a description of the village or city in which you reside, 
paying attention to the beginning of the letter, its end- 
ing, address, punctuation, correct grammatical expres- 
sion, and information conveved. 
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Chapter XII. 
EXAMINATIONS FOR PEABODY SCHOLARSHIPS 

Examinations for Peabody scholarships are held in July of 
each year. There are generally about five vacancies to be filled 
and the ones making the highest grades receive the appoint- 
ments. The examination is the same as the one for county cer- 
tificates Avith Algebra, Geometry and Latin added. Samples of 
tbe examination in these branches are given here for the benefit 
of those v'ho desire to prepare for the school. 



Examinations in July^ 1895. 

ALGEBRA. 

1. Write out the solution of the following problem, both 

arithmetical and algebraic; what advantage has one so- 
lution over the other? "The earnings of a manufac- 
tory doubled each year. Lf, at the end of four years, 
they amounted to $15,000, what were the earnings the 
first and fourth years?" 

2. Divide ia« + ^ ab^ + ^^b^ by ia +i\). 

3. Eesolve the following expressions into their simplest 
factors : (x+3y )2 — iGa^ ; 3x2— lOx 3. 

4. Find the H. C. D. of 3x2-f llx-f 6 and 2x2+llx+ 
15 ; also the L. C. M. of a^— a— 12 and a^— 4a— 2 J . 

5. Simplify the following expressions: 

a b 1 

(3b+-)-(2b ) ; 1 -. 

ax ax 1+1 

6. Upon what mathematical principle does "transposition'' 

depend? "Clearing an equation of fractions?" 
"Elimination?" 

7. Find the vahies of the unknown quantities in the foi- 
• lowing: 



1 
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xy 1 yz 1 xz 



x+y 5 x+z 6 x+z 7 

8. In going from A to B a passenger train at 27 miles an 

hour occupies 2 hours less time than a freight train at 
18 miles an hour. Required the distance from A to B. 

9. Simplify the following expressions: 

2i/l— 3v/f+7r\; v'^-^fl 

10. What is meant by "rationalization?" Eationalize the 

denominators of 

l/a a+|/a2— x2 

and 



l/a— l/b a — |/a2_x2 

GEOMETRY. 

1. What practical applications can be made of the 

principles of Geometry? 

2. In the demonstration of a proposition in Geometry, 

every step taken must depend upon one of three things. 
State them. 

3. Define Angular Magnitude and state how a plane angle 

is measured. 

4. Prove that the greater side of every triangle lies op- 

posite the greater angle. From this, show that the 
perpendicular is the shortest distance from a point to 
a line. 

5. What is the locus of a point equidistant from two given 

points? Demonstrate the proposition upon which you 
make this depend. 

6. Construct an isosceles triangle, having the base and 

vertical angle given. 

7. Prove that if one of the acute angles of a right triangle 

is 30 degrees, the side opposite this angle is half the 
hypothemise. 

8. An equilateral triangle is inscribed in a circle, prove 

that each side bisects the radius drawn perpendicular 
to it. 

9. Upon what principle would you base the trisection of a 
right angle? 

10. Through a point within a circle draw a chord that is 

bisected at that point; prove that it is the least chord 
that can be drawn through that point. 
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LATIN. 

1. Decline a?'a/ hortus/ helium; manus ; dies, 

2. Decline, with meanings, princeps ; ignis, 

3. Compare latus, -a, -urn; pulcher, -chra, -chrum ; 
prudens, 

4. Give principal parts of amo / habeo / duco ; munio. 
Name the conjugation to which each belongs. 

5. Give fut. ind. act. of amo/ dxico. Give imp. subj. 

pass, oi habeo ; munio. 

6. Give in full the inf. and impv. oi duco, 

7. Decline ego ; tu; nullus, -a, -urn, 

8. Decline is, ea, id; hie, haec, hoc ; qui, quae, quod. 

9. Translate into English, parsing the words in italics : 

Csesar ab decimse legionis cohortatione ad dextrum 
cornu profectus suos urgeri et duodecimse legionis 
confertos milites sibi ipsos ad pugnam esse impedi- 
mento vidit. 
10. Translate into Latin: (a) Caesar saw that the 
soldiers of the twelfth legion were hard pushed. 
(6) Then Caesar snatched (detraho) a shield from 
a soldier (dative). 



Examinations in Jidy^ 1896. 

ALGEBRA. 

1. Factor 144x2y*— 225z«. 

2. Find the highest common factor of x* — 8, and 

x8_6x2+llx— 6. 

1 1 

3. Simplify 1 . 

1+x 1— X 

4. Solve x+l=2ax— a2(x— 1). 

5. Solve by two or more methods:-^ T.^ : y 

, . I x+4y=— 1. / 

6. Find the cube root of x'+Bx^— 40x8+96x— 64. 



I ab« 

7. Simplify \ ., , ^ • 
^ ■' ^4(a4-2x) 



/ 



8. Multiply ix+l+x by Vx+l—x. 
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9. Define quadratic equations. Solve 2x^+15x= — 13. 

x-f-1 a+1 
10. Solve = . 



v/x V 



a 



tS^Carefully read and obey the following directions: 

4^ Do you now, at the close of this examination, conscientiously declare that you had no 
previous knowledg^e of the questions to be proposed, that you have neither given to any other scholar, 
nor received from any source, explanation or other aid in answering any of them? If so, write in the 
next line after the end of your set of answers ^ near the right side of the paper, the words 

''I do SO declarer 
and underneath subscribe your name. 

GEOMETKY. 

1. Distinguish between a vertical and perpendicular line; 

hctween adjacent angle and supplementary angle; be- 
tween isosceles and scalene triangle. 

2. Douonstrate: All straight angles are equal. 

;l. State thie i^on verse and the opposite of the preceding 
theorem. Are they true? 

4. Demonstrate: The sum of the three angles of a tri- 

angle equals two right angles. 

5. State all the cases in which two triangles are equal, 

6. Xame and define the different kinds of quadrilaterals, 
r. How many sides has a polygon, the sum of whose inte- 
rior angles equals four times that of its exterior angles? 

£. Demonstrate: In the same circle equal chords are 

equally distant from the center. 
9. What arc measures an inscribed angle? An 

angle formed by two chords within the circumference? 

An angle formed by a tangent and a chord? An angle 

formed by two secants? 
10. Find a point x which shall be equidistant from two 

given intersecting lines and at a given distance from 

a given point. Discuss fully. 

t^ Carefully read arid obey the following directions: 

Jl^Do you, now, at the close of this examination, conscientiously declare that you had no 
previous knowledge of the questions to be proposed, that you have neither given to any other scholar, 
nor received from any source, explanation or other aid in answering any of them? If so, write in the 
next line after the end of your set of answers, near the right side of the paper, the words 

''fdo SO declare.'* 
and underneath subscribe your name. 

LATIN. 

1. Decline with meanings iuha. 

2. Give table of endings for first and second declen- 
sions, marking the quantity of each vowel. 
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3. Decline ignis ; manus ; dies, 

4. Inflect amo in the present and future active indic- 

ative. Inflect haheo in the future active indicative, 
and in the present active imperative. 

5. Inflect tego in the future active and passive indica- 
tive. Inflect audio in the imperfect passive in- 
dicative, and in the present active and passive in- 
finitive. 

6. Inflect amo and haheo in the present active sub- 
junctive. 

7. Inflect audio in the present and perfect passive 
subjunctive. 

8. Decline qui, quae, quod. 

9. Translate into idiomatic English : "Oppidani cob- 
silio ante inito, ut intellectum est, quod deditione 
facta nostros prsesidia deducturos aut denique in- 
diligentius servaturos crediderant, tertia vigilia, 
qua minime arduus ad nostras munitiones ascen- 
sus videbatur, omnibus copiis repentino ex oppido 
eruptionem fecerunt.*' 

10. Translate into Latin : 

a. He orders all the children to be brought to him. 
6. He begins to cross the river. 



tS^Carefully read and obey the following directions: 

Jl^Do you now, at the close of this examination, conscientiously declare that you had no 
previous knowledge of the questions to be proposed, that you have neither given to any other scholar, 
nor received from any source, explanation or other aid in answering any of them? If so, write in the 
next line after the end of your set of answers ^ near the right side of the paper, the words 

'^I do SO declarer 
and underneath subscribe your name. 
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Chapter XIIL 

SAMPLE EXAMINATION FOR STATE CERTIFI- 
CATE. 

THEORY AND PEACTICE. 

1. l^ame ten of the most important pedagogical works 

extant. 

2. Give what you consider a good course of study in num- 

bers, or arithmetic, for the first four grades. (15 
credits.) 

3. Tell how you would begin to cultivate a greater power 
of attention in a pupil of the third grade. (15 credits.) 

4. State some distinctive fact about each of the follow- 
ing: Arnold of Kugby, Mark Hopkins, Col. Francis 
W. Parker, Comenius. (15 credits.) 

5. Give some reasons why the elementary study of science 

should begin in the primary grades. 

0. ]S^ame five of the most important qualifications of a 
good school superintendent. 

T. Have you read the report of the "Committee of Ten?'' 
What recommendation does this committee make 
concerning the study of English. (15 credits.) 

8. Make a list of good supplementary books for each of 
the grades, from second to six, inclusive. 

MENTAL PHILOSOPHY. 

1. Give a sketch of the sensibility. 

2. Describe the presentative powers. 

3. Explain the difference between memory and recollec- 

tion. 
1. Explain fully how we pass from primary concepts to 

formal judgment. 
5. Explain fully inductive and deductive reasoning. 
G. Discuss the influence of the will on feelings. 
7. Give the difference between phantasy and dreams. 
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8. What mental power is most necessary in poetry and in 
romance? Mention some great writers who had crea- 
tive imaginations. 

U. Discuss the laws of association as pertaining to recol- 
lections. 

J 0. Outline the mental powers. 

RHETORIC. 

1. Give distinction between complex and compound sen- 
tences, and illustrate by examples. 

2. Define diction and style. Name the different styles. 

3. Name and define the essential properties of style and 

name rules to be observed in the formation of style. 

4. What is meant by equivocal tones, and what by am- 
biguous? "He admired nothing except what you did.'' 
Explain. 

5. What are the four principal figures of speech? Their 

use? Name each and give an example of each. 
<). Discuss beauty and sublimity and give examples. 

7. Give distinction between the meanings of amaze, con- 
found, astonish; also between enough and sufficient. 

8. Give distinction between thesis, dissertation, discourse, 

treatise and exegesis. 

0. Explain difference between simile and metaphor. 
10. How may diction be improved? 

LATIN. 

1. Name cases in Latin and give their etymology and 

signification. 

2. Decline the nouns, JEneas^ iter^ dies. 

3. Compare the adjectives, malus, superus, inferus, 
citer. 

4. Give synopsis first person singular in passive voice 
of the verb capere^ include infinitive, imperative 
and participles. 

5. (a) Translate, in Caesar, chapter xv, book 1. 

(6) Translate, in Caesar, chapter x, book 2. 
(c) Translate, in Virgil, lines 102 to 120, book 1. 
{d) Translate, in Virgil, lines 280 to 297, book 11. 
{e) Translate, in Cicero vs. Cataline, chapter viii, 
oration 1. 
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(/) Translate, in Cicero vs. Cataline, chapter xi, 
oration 2. 

6. Give synopsis of tbe verb volo in first person sin- 
gular. 

7. Illustrate by example the diflference between 
oratio directa and oratio obliqua, 

8. Render in Latin, (a) Caesar sends forward his cav- 
alry to begin the attack on the right wing. (6) 
Arionistus sent ambassadors to sue for peace. 

9. Render in Latin, When the Gallic war was ended, 
Caesar returned to Rome. 

. 10. Render in Latin, I showed the tablets to Lentulus 
and asked him whether he recognized the seal. 

CONSTITUTION OF UNITED STATES. 

1. (a) What is meant by the Constitution? (b) Men- 
tion some prominent distinctions between the Articles 
of Confederation and the present Constitution. 

2. What are meant by the terms "Bill of Rights" and 
Ex-post Facto laws? Bills of Attainder? 

3. Name and explain the divisions of power under the 

Constitution. 

4. AVhat are the qualifications required for president; sen- 

ator; representatives, salaries and terms of office? 

5. Name the specific power of senate; of house. 

6. What is necessary for a bill to become a law, and in 
what way? 

Y. What duties devolve upon the Secretary of Interior? 

8. What is necessary to secure an amendment to the Con- 

stitution? 

9. Explain the method of electing President and Vice 
President. 

10. What privileges are reserved to each house, and what 
immunity does each senator and representative hold 
during the sessions? 

CONSTITUTION OF ARKANSAS. 

1. When was the present Constitution adopted, and what 

is the Fishback amendment? 

2. W^hat are the departments of the State government and 

which of them are mentioned specifically in the Constir 



3. 



OP PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 325 

tution, and which have been created subsequently by 
statute? 

How many judicial and congressional districts? When 
do occur regular State elections? 

4. What is the constitutional limit of taxation? Repeat 

the clause in the constitution in regard to free schools. 

5. What are the qualifications of electors? What are the 

qualifications of school directors? 
G. What property exemptions are allowed under the con- 
stitution? 

7. What persons are ineligible to the office of governor? 

8. Whatxare the duties of the Secretary of State? What 

are the duties of the Auditor? What are the duties 
of the Superintendent of Public Instruction? 

9. Number of representatives and ratio of representation. 

Number of State representatives and senators in 
State legislature. 

10. What are the causes for disqualification of office hold- 

ing and of voting? 

GENERAL HISTORY. 

1. What nations of the Old World have this year come 
into very prominent notice? Why? 

2. Locate the foUomng names by some specific fact con- 
nected with each: (a) Worms, (b) Theodasia, (c) 
Sadi Carnot, (d) Erasmus, (e) Hildebrand. 

3. Describe the customs and religion of the Chinese, and 

give the effect of these things upon the civilization of 
the people. 

4. (a) Wliat gave rise to the custom of calling the eldest 
son of the sovereign of England "Prince of Wales?" 
(b) What is the origin of "Plantagenet," and what is 
meant by the term? 

5. What do you know of Bulgaria, Servia, Poland, Monte 

Negro, or Turkey, connected with Russia? 

6. Give a brief accoimt of the rise of Papal power. 

7. Who was Martin Luther, and what was the result of his 

work? 

8. Tell what you can of Louis Kossuth. 

9. Name the present President of France, Prime Minister 

of England, President of Brazil, and the President of 
the American Railway Union. (If your memory fails 
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you on this State, state anything you can about either 
of them. 
10. What are the leading questions or problems confront- 
ing the government of the United States? In your 
opinion, what is the solution of these problems? 

NATUKAL HISTOEY. 

1. What are the four stages of plant life? Term or period 
of plant life? 
. 2. What is rock in the geological sense? Account of the 
stratified condition of rocks. What is meant by cleav- 
age? What is the cause of slaty cleavage. 

3. What do you understand by petrification? Discuss 

the distribution of fossil species. 

4. Account for unstratified rocks and their mode of oc- 

cuiTence. 

5. Of what minerals are marbles composed? How may 
limestones be distinguished from most other rocks? 
What is marl? !Name a crystalline calcareous rock. 
Origin of peat? 

6. Explain and illustrate the principle of zoological classi- 

fication. 
Y. Describe the circulatory and digestive organs of the 
lobster. 

8. Describe the metamorphosis of insects. Explain the 

changes in the double life of amphibians. 

9. Classify, according to some system, the following: 
Trout, turtle, crane, kangaroo, deer, o'possum. 

10. Classify the silk worm, and describe its process of spin- 

ning. 

GEOI^IETRY. 

1. Illustrate by figure a circumference, chord, arc, tan- 

gent, hexagon and right angle. 

2. What is meant by homologous sides, similar segments, 

equivalent figures? 

3. Prove that the sum of the angles of a plane triangle is 

160 degrees. 

4. Eind a mean proportional between the length and 

width of your paper. 

5. Describe a circle about a given triangle. 
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6. (a) Why can two straight lines intersect in but on© 
point? (b) TV hat is the difference between a circle and 
a circumference? 

7. Give an axiom, a theorem and a corollary concerning 

the perpendicular. 

8. Show that the area of any regular polygon is equal to 
one-half the perimeter multiplied by the apothegm. 

9. Demonstrate: The exterior angle formed by producing 

one of the sides of a triangle, is equal to the sum of the 
two opposite interior angles. 

10. Demonstrate: If two angles have two sides parallel 
and extcndiug in the same direction with each other, 
while the other two sides are j^arallel and extend in 
the opposite directions from each other, the angles are 
supplemental. 

PHYSICS. 

1. Mention the general and specific properties of matter, 

and illustrate. 

2. Define motion-force, and mention the three classes of 
force in nature. Explain them. Give examples of 
cohesion, adhesion and affinity. 

3. State difference between specific heat and latent heau 
Give illustrations. 

4. Explain compound motion and show by figure and ex- 

plain the pai'allelogTam of forces and how a ship may 
be made to sail contrary to the wind on this principle. 

5. Name the three laws of gravity in reference to falling 

bodies. 

6. Name the mechanical powers and state law, or formula, 
for each as to equilibrium. 

7. Explain hydraulics and hydrostatics. How do you find 

the specific gravity of a body? 

8. Upon what principle can you measure the height of a 
mountain by a baromoter? 

0. Of what does the science of optics treat? Name and 
^ive examples of the different kinds of lenses. How 
fast does light travel per second, and how was this fact 
ascertained. 

10. State the principle sources of heat, and discuss connec- 
tion and radiation. Wliat are the mechanical sources 
of heat? Name different kinds of electricity and of 
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magnetism. AVhat kinds of electricity are used in 
telephones, telegraplis and street cars? 

ALGEBRA. 

1. Factor 1 — x-f-x* — x*. 

2. Factor a2—2ad+d*—4b2+12bc— 9c*. 

x*+y* 2x xy — x' x+y 

3. Simplify 1 ( 1 ). 

x'^—y^ x+z (x— y)* x— y 

X— I X— I 1 

4. Solve 1 =l-\ 

Hx-1) t(x+l) 15(1— ^=j) 

x+4 
2+ 



5. Solve J — 



-X 



X— 1 3 

0. The capacity of a cistern is 755 1-4 gallons. The cistern 
has three pipes, of which the first lets in 12 gallons in 
o 1-4 minutes, the second 15 1-3 gallons in 2 1-2 min- 
utes, the third 17 gallons in 3 minutes. In what 
lime will the cistern be filled by the three pipes run- 
ning together? 

7. 1 wo persons set out from the same place in opposite 

directions. The rate of one of them per hour is a 
mile less than double that of the other, and in four 
hours they are 32 miles apart. Determine their rates. 

8. A banker has two kinds of coins. It takes "a" 
pieces of the first to make a dollar, and "6" pieces 
of the second to make a dollar. A person wishes 
to obtain **c" pieces for a dollar. How many 
pieces of each kind must the banker give him. 

0. A piu-se holds 19 crowns and 6 guineas, 4 crowns and 5 
guineas fill 17-63 of it. How many of each alone 
Avill it hold? 

10. A broker bought a number of bank shares ($100 each), 
when they were at a certain rate per cent discount, for 
$7,500, and afterwards, when they were at the same 
rate premium, sold all but 60 for $5,000. How 
many shares did he buy, and at what price? 
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ADDENDUM. 

Report of the House Committee on the books of 
Land Commissioner and Superintendent of 
Public Instruction in 1885. 

This report, taken from pages 897, 898 and 899 of the 
house journal of this date, 1885, properly belongs in chapter 16, 
page 165 of this report, as it shows how over $548,000 was lost 
that properly belongs to the sixteenth section fund. It is added 
to this report to show to those who seem to think that we are do- 
ing enough for the schools how much they have already lost by 
the negligence of the proper authorities. The exhibits mentioned 
in the: report are not given on account of lack of time and spact, 
but they can be found on pages 900, 901, 902 and 903 of the 
house journal of 1885. 

To the Honorable House of Representatives of the General As- 
sembly of Arkansas: 

We, the imdersigned members of the committee on the 
books of the commissioner of state lands and superintendent of 
public instruction, in pursuance of the following resolution: 

"Resolved, That the committee to examine the books of 
the Commissi cner of State Lands be instructed to ascertain 
what has become of the funds arising from the sixteenth section 
school lands, and report to this house by bill or otherwise," re- 
spectfully submit the following as the result of our investiga- 
tion: 

Section 2 of "An act to provide for the sale of the six- 
teenth section in this State," page 158, approved March 22, 
1881, reads as follows: 

"That as soon after the passage of this bill as practicable, 
the State land agent shall turn over to the county clerks of the 
several counties in this State all books, maps, surveys, paptrs 
and evidence of debt pertaining to the sixteenth section in the 
several counties." 

In compliance with this law all books, papers, maps and sur- 
veys pertaining to the sixteenth section have been removed 
from the office of Commissioner of State Lands, except the rec- 
ord of "School claims referred for collection," from which we 



332 REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT 

compile the following tabulated statements, to- wit: 

Exhibit A (hereto attached and made a part of this report) 
shows the amount of notes and claims turned over to prosccutii^g 
attorneys of the several judicial circuits of this State for col- 
lection, amounting to $221,021.00, in compliance with soction 
^> P^g® 117, of an act of the general assembly, approved Janu- 
ary 20, 1875. 

Ihe several prosecuting attorneys receipted for these notes 
and claims set forth in exhibit A. The ^'amounts paid on prin- 
cipal" had been paid on these notes before they were turned 
over to the prosecuting attorneys. 

The record of ^'School claims referred for collection," shows 
that these notes and claims were turned over to the several pros- 
ecuting attorneys in 1875, nearly (10) ten years ago, and fur- 
ther shows, til at only (1) one of them (J. L. Abernathy, prose- 
cuting attorney of the Third judicial circuit) has ever made any 
collections on any of these notes or claims so ])laced in tlieii' 
hands in 1875, which to your committee is a good and sufficient 
reason why some other measure should be adopted looking to the 
collection of these claims. 

There may have been collections made on claims other 
than in the instance above mentioned, but the "Record of school 
claims referred for collection" does not evidence any other. 
The books of the Auditor and Treasurer of State, as far as we 
can discover, make mention of only one other collection, that 
of a foreclosure of a mortgage by John M. Elliott, prosecuting 
attorney of the Eleventh judicial circuit, amounting to $362.93 
and paid into the State treasury in September, 1883. 

Exhibit B (hereto attached and made part of this report) 
is a schedule of notes now in the office of the Commissioner of 
State Lands, amounting to the sum of $51,710.09 net prin- 
cipal. 

These notes were delivered to prosecuting attorneys for col- 
lection in 1875, and were afterwards returned by them to the 
Commissioner of State Lands. 

Exhibit C (hereto attached and made part of this report) 
shows the amount of notes and claims referred to the Attorney 
General for collection, amounting to $121,240.50. 

Suits were instituted on a large number of these claims in 
the Pulaski chancery court, and many of them disposed of; but 
to examine into and follow each claim so sued upon to final term- 
ination, would necessitate a very tedious and protracted investi- 
gation, and consequently we are unable to report in detail, and 
can only treat the matter in a general wav. 
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Exhibit D (hereto attached and made part of this report) 
is a list of notes and claims as shown by "Kecord of school claims 
referred for collection/' but of which no mention or memoranda 
can be found as to what disposition was made of them, and they 
amount to the sum of $153,473.91. 

We have reason to believe, however, . that many of these 
notes are now in the hands of the collectors of the several coun- 
ties of the State. 

From the foregoing it will be seen that according to the 
^^Record of school claims referred for collection," in the office 
of the Commissioner of State Lands, that there are claims and 
notes due the school fund arising from the sale of the sixteenth 
section as follows: 

In the hands of prosecuting attorneys '. . .$221,621 06 

In commissioner's office 51,769 09 

Eeferred to Attorney General for collection 121,240 56 

Beferred for collection, but of which no mention is 

made of disposition 153,473 91 

Amounting in the aggregate to $548,104 62 

These notes and claims bear dates all along from 1846 to 
1862, and judging 'from those that we examined, now^in the 
office of the Commissioner of State Lands, we think it safe to 
say that the major part of these obligations are for the loans 
of the funds arising from the sales of the sixteenth sections^ 
and not for the purchase of said lands. If, as we believe, this 
be true, the statute of limitation can be pleaded and bar the 
collection of an amount of money due the school fund that is 
truly appalling in its magnitude. 

The board of common school commissioners was created 
by act of the general assembly, approved July 22, 1868, and in 
this board was vested the authority to look to and direct the col- 
lection of these claims, and from the best information that we 
can obtain, if this board accomplished no other good it at least, 
for a term of years after it was created, enabled these old papers, 
grown in the sere and yellow leaf, to be aired by journeying 
over the State, from the respective counties to the capital of the 
State, and then back again to their original place of domicile. 

The following little bit of history gleaned from the minutes 
of this board will convey some idea of the journeying of these 
old yellow papers over the valleys, mountains and rivers of 
Arkansas, appealing for recognition, but they are spurned on 
overv side, findinc: no friends: 
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In 1868 these notes were in the hands of the county com- 
mon School Commissioners, who were directed to turn them 
over to the coimty collectors; in 1869 the coimty collectors were 
directed by the State board of common school commissioners 
to place them in the hands of prosecuting and other local at- 
torneys for collection; in 1871 the board called them in and di- 
rected the Attorney General to bring suit on them; in 1875 the 
K^mainder of them were turned over to the Commissioner of 
State Lands and by him delivered to the prosecuting attorneys 
of the several judicial circuits of the State for collection. We 
liave elsewhere in this report alluded to this last experiment in 
the way of collecting these notes. 

AVe cannot, of course, under the circumstances, the books, 
etc., being scattered all over the State of Arkansas, make a de- 
tailed statement of this vast fund and interest, but have made 
as thorough and close an investigation of the subject as we pos- 
sibly conld, and are thoroughly con\nnced of the absolute neces- 
sity of some wholesome legislation on the subject. The case is a 
desperate one and requires heroic treatment, if you would save 
any part of that munificent gift made your State by the general 
government for school purposes, and if there is any member of 
the general assembly who is opposed to a change of the present 
laws operating upon the sixteenth section lands, all we ask is 
that he call at the office of the Commissioner of State Lands and 
interview these mute petitioners in the shape of aged, yellow 
papers — over a quarter of a century old — praying and appealing 
for relief, and we venture to assert that that legislator will with- 
out further argument be convinced of the necessity for radical 
cliangcs in the present laws bearing upon the sixteenth section 
lands. 

We, the committee, pursuant to the resolution above re- 
ferred to, have, after a careful consideration of the whole sub- 
ject matter, drafted a bill, which, in our opinion, will bring it 
out of the frightful chaos into which it has been throvsm, and 
recommend the passage of the bill by this general assembly. 

T). *E. EAEKEK, Chairman. 
E. R. CAKL LEE, 
T. r. COLQUITT, 
E. -R. BELLAMY, 
B, B. HlTDGIl^S, 
JOTIX A. ROBERTS. 
Attest: J. S. WHTTmG, 

A. L. KTRG, Clerks. 
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Examinations, Questions used in 279 

Exhibit at Atlanta 169 

Expenditures 245, 275 

Finances ,. 245 

Futrall, Professor T. A., Keport of 158, 161 

Funds, Permanent and Sixteenth Section 167 

Funds, Peabody 147 

Funds, Lost - Addendum 



IXDEX— Continued . 
Hope Peabody Normal „ 156 

Institutes „ 262 

Introductory, Cliapter I - 5 

Jonesboro Normal 154 

Mt. Nebo Normal 157 

Normals, Chapters VII, VIII, IX, X 17,25,39,87, 153 

Normals, Statistics of 264 

Nickell, Prof. H. A., Report of 160, 162 

Peabody Fund and Scholarships, Chapter XII 147, 317 

Peabody Normals 153 

Prescott Normal 153 

Quarterly Examinations 279 

Revenues .._ 245 

Roster, Educational „ 2 

Schoolhouses and Property - 237 

Salaries of Teachers 233, 234 

Schools ! 233 

Superintendent's Office, Chapter II 7 

Superintendents, County ^K 

School Fund, Chapters XIV, XVI 167,171 

School Fund Addendum 

Teachers, The 196, 225 

Transmittal, Letter of 4 

Township System, Chapter XIII 166 

Uniformity of Text-Books, State, Chapter XVIII 179 

Uuiversity of Nashville 1^ 
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